
“The Growth of the Kingdom” 

(Matthew 13:31-32) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  When you turn on the news, what do you expect to see:  good news or bad?  

Isn’t it bad news?   

2.  When you see what’s going on in the world today, are you encouraged or 

discouraged?  Aren’t you discouraged by all the sin and corruption you see?   

3.  The question I want us to ask this morning is, Should we be discouraged?   

a.  If what we saw and heard all around us was all we had to make our 

evaluation, we might not come to any other conclusion.   

b.  But what if we look through the eyes of Scripture?  What would we see?  

What conclusions should we draw?   

c.  I would submit the conclusion should be optimism – not only because of the 

blessing of the life to come, but because of what we are told to expect in this 

life.   

d.  This is what I want us to consider over the next couple of weeks.  

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  We’ve seen step by step how the Lord prepared for His work of redemption, 

accomplished that redemption in Christ, and then prepared for the application of 

His redemption to the far reaches of the world.   

2.  The only thing we have remaining is to look at what the Bible says about the 

outworking of this application, in other words, how successful the application of 

this work will be and what kind of an impact it will have on this world.   

3.  There are many places in Scripture that tell us, but I want us to focus on the 

kingdom parables.   

a.  I don’t know if you realized this, but the kingdom parables in Matthew 13 are 

all about the progress of the kingdom, from its beginning to its end.   

b.  The parable of the Sower tells us how the work of the kingdom will move 

forward – through the preaching of the Gospel – and what the reactions to it 

will be.   

c.  The parable of the Wheat and the Tares show us that the world will still be a 

mixture of good and evil when Christ returns, but that the field will be, 

nonetheless, a wheat field, or Christ’s kingdom.   

d.  The parable of the Mustard Seed shows us that though the kingdom has a 

small beginning, it will eventually fill the earth.   

e.  The parable of the Leaven reminds us that its influence will eventually 

permeate the whole world.   

f.  The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price teach us how much the 

elect will love and be willing to give for that kingdom.   
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g.  And the Dragnet reminds us what will happen at the end of its present state of 

wheat and tares – there will be a judgment and final separation at the end of 

the age.   

 

4.  What I’d like for us to consider this morning is the parable of the Mustard Seed 

to show us just how large the kingdom will grow.  We’ll consider three things:   

a.  First, what the parable says.   

b.  Second, what it means.   

c.  Third, how it applies.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  There are a few things we should notice about this parable.   

1.  First, it’s the mustard seed that’s being used to represent the kingdom of heaven, 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.”   

a.  This is how Jesus is using it.   

b.  This is what we’re wanting to track.   

 

2.  Second, this seed is planted in the field owned by the owner of the seed, “Which 

a man took and sowed in his field.”   

3.  Third, though this seed is the smallest of seeds in the garden/field, once it’s fully 

grown, it becomes the largest, “And this is smaller than all other seeds; but when 

it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, and becomes a tree.”   

4.  Finally, once this tree has reached its full growth, the birds make their home in 

it, “The birds of the air come and nest in its branches.”   

5.  We do need to be careful not to draw too from the details of the parables 

because everything in them isn’t necessarily significant; but in this case, these 

things are.   

 

B.  Now what does Jesus mean by these things?   

1.  The first point has already been made:  Jesus uses the mustard seed to represent 

the kingdom of heaven.   

2.  Second, as to the fact that it is planted in the field, Jesus here tells us that it was 

introduced into the world.   

a.  It was introduced by Jesus when He came into the world:  “Now after John 

had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 

God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15).   

b.  Jesus planted the kingdom in this world and it’s been growing ever since.   

 

3.  Third, as to the fact that it is small but becomes the largest plant in the field, 

Jesus means that the kingdom will have a small beginning, but eventually 

become the largest kingdom in the world – it will have humble beginnings, but a 

glorious end.   

a.  Jesus is actually quoting Ezekiel 17 here, that dealt first with the Lord’s 

intention to raise up the house of David again in Zerubbabel – thus 
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reestablishing the Davidic line after the captivity – but second with David’s 

greatest Son, Himself:   

(i)  “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘I shall also take a sprig from the lofty top of 

the cedar and set it out; I shall pluck from the topmost of its young twigs a 

tender one, and I shall plant it on a high and lofty mountain.  On the high 

mountain of Israel I shall plant it, that it may bring forth boughs and bear 

fruit, and become a stately cedar.  And birds of every kind will nest under 

it; they will nest in the shade of its branches’” (vv. 22-23).   

(ii)  Jesus is the One the Lord promised to raise up and to seat on David’s 

throne over Israel/the Church forever.  Isaiah writes, “Then a shoot will 

spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit” 

(11:1; 53:2).   

(iii)  When Jesus came, He planted His kingdom in the hearts of a few; but 

though His Father intended that it grow very large.   

 

b.  How large will it get?  We are told in Scripture that it will eventually fill the 

whole earth.  

(i)  Daniel tells us in his description of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, “You 

continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the 

statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.  Then the iron, the 

clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time 

and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind 

carried them away so that not a trace of them was found.  But the stone 

that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth” 

(2:34-35).   

(ii)  He later writes that Christ’s kingdom will encompass every nation, “I 

kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of 

Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, 

glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of every 

language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be 

destroyed” (7:13-14).   

(iii)  This is part of the reward Christ receives for His work, “Ask of Me, and 

I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the 

earth as Your possession.  You shall break them with a rod of iron, You 

shall shatter them like earthenware” (Psalm 2:8-9).   

(iv)  That’s why when Jesus commissioned His disciples, He told them to go 

into all the world and make disciples of every nation, “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” 

(Matt. 28:18-20).   

(v)  The kingdom that began with a handful of believers was to grow until it 

filled the world.   
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4.  Finally, Jesus tells us it will become so extensive and powerful that the nations 

will seek for refuge under its protection – that’s what He means by the birds 

taking refuge in its branches.   

a.  This same imagery is used of Assyria in Ezekiel 31:3-6.   

(i)  “Behold, Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon with beautiful branches and 

forest shade, and very high; and its top was among the clouds.  The waters 

made it grow, the deep made it high.  With its rivers it continually 

extended all around its planting place, and it sent out its channels to all the 

trees of the field.  Therefore its height was loftier than all the trees of the 

field and its boughs became many and its branches long because of many 

waters as it spread them out.  All the birds of the heavens nested in its 

boughs, and under its branches all the beasts of the field gave birth, and all 

great nations lived under its shade.”   

(ii)  The birds and animals taking shelter under its branches has to do with 

nations seeking its protection or other benefits.   

 

b.  The same imagery was used of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom in Daniel 4.   

(i)  “Now these were the visions in my mind as I lay on my bed:  I was 

looking, and behold, there was a tree in the midst of the earth, and its 

height was great.  The tree grew large and became strong, and its height 

reached to the sky, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth.  Its 

foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all.  The 

beasts of the field found shade under it, and the birds of the sky dwelt in 

its branches, and all living creatures fed themselves from it” (vv. 10-12).   

(ii)  Regarding the tree, Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar, “It is you, O king; for 

you have become great and grown strong, and your majesty has become 

great and reached to the sky and your dominion to the end of the earth” (v. 

22).   

 

c.  What then is Jesus saying by this parable?  He is telling us that His kingdom 

will fill the earth and become so powerful that all the peoples of the earth will 

come to it for their protection and provision.   

d.  This morning, I want you to see its extent – how it fills the earth.  Next 

Lord’s Day, we’ll consider further its influence in the parable of the leaven.   

 

C.  Now what does this parable teach us?   

1.  First of all, not to be discouraged by what we see going on today in the world.   

a.  This situation isn’t going to continue forever:  the Lord will advance His 

kingdom, it will fill the earth, and it will make a difference.   

b.  It won’t happen immediately – it’s like a tree that grows.   

c.  It won’t happen automatically – just as plants need to be tended, so we all 

have work to do to make it grow.   

d.  This calls us to know our gifts, to look to the Lord for the strength to use 

them, and to do all in our power to advance the kingdom, at the same praying 

that He would raise up and use all of His people.   
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2.  Second, for any here this morning who aren’t part of this kingdom:   

a.  Realize you may only come into it through faith in Jesus Christ.   

b.  But to take hold of Him by faith, you must want to do so more than anything 

else.   

(i)  Jesus tells us, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that 

he has and buys that field” (Matt. 13:44).   

(ii)  Is your love for Him strong enough to let go of all you have – even your 

life, even your most cherished sin – to possess Him and His kingdom?  If 

it isn’t, look to Him now for the grace to change your heart, to make you 

willing.   

(iii)  His kingdom is your only hope.  Search for the Lord with all your heart 

until you find Him.   

(iv)  The Table reminds us of the same thing this morning, so let’s spend a 

few moments in prayer as we prepare to come to it.  Amen.   
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