
“The Lord Added to the Church” 
(Acts 2:47) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Our Lord Jesus said that unless a grain of wheat dies, it remains alone, but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit (John 12:24).   
a.  The church was coming out of a spiritual winter.   
b.  Jesus had been rejected, crucified, and buried.   
c.  The disciples went into hiding, afraid for their lives.   
d.  But Jesus rose, showed Himself to His disciples, taught them for forty days.   
e.  Then He told them to wait until the Spirit came.    

 
2.  Now the spring of the Spirit had arrived.   

a.  Fruit was being born, people were being converted, the Spirit was breathing 
life into the dead and raising them to life, sometimes few, sometimes many, 
there is no limit to the Spirit can do.   

b.  The Lord can work through few or through many.   
(i)  You don’t need a blow torch to set a city on fire, a candle will do, a spark 

is enough.  
(ii)  So it is with the truth, a short message, a few words, the Gospel, the 

power of God, a single voice to proclaim it.   
(iii)  Jonah preached to Nineveh, that was enough, Peter preached at 

Pentecost, 3000 were converted.   
(iv)  Jesus was working through His church to build His kingdom.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  In our text, we read the Lord was adding to the church daily.   
a.  We see that sometimes it was by thousands, sometimes by few, but daily.   
b.  Sometimes when the Lord causes it to rains He makes it pour, sometimes He 

makes it sprinkle.   
c.  We should be thankful for every conversion:  the shepherd was thankful 

when he found his lost sheep, the woman when she found her missing coin.   
d.  They would have been more thankful if the whole flock or purse had been 

found, but often the church can’t handle that many at once.   
e.  The Lord gives conversion according to His will and as His church is able to 

bear it.   
 

2.  We read this evening that those converted were baptized and continued in the 
apostles’ doctrine.  This is what Christ called His church to do, evangelize, 
baptize and teach.  As they were able to do this, the Lord gave the increase.  
What we will see this evening is:   
a.  First, the Lord was adding to His church.   
b.  Second, the conditions under which the Lord was adding to the church.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord was adding to the church.   
1.  Those converted did not hide their convictions.   

a.  They were not like Joseph of Arimathea.   
(i)  Joseph early on hid the fact he was a disciple.   
(ii)  But later he went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus.   
 

b.  Christians must confess Jesus.  It may be difficult when we are first 
converted, but it shouldn’t be as we grow.   
(i)  The Bible says we must confess Jesus with out mouths (Rom. 10:9), we 

must confess Him before men if He is to confess us before the Father 
(Matt. 10:32).  

(ii)  The Gospel must be preached, those converted baptized (showing their 
affiliation with Christ), and they must be taught.   

(iii)  Baptism is the mark of the covenant, the entrance into the church, a 
visible union with the body, the one body of Christ.   

(iv)  Certainly with all those people coming in at once there were problems in 
the church, but they joined it anyway.   

(v)  They desired to be one with God’s people; they had a love that overcame 
their sin.   

(vi)  Spurgeon wrote, “All of you can meet with churches of Jesus Christ if 
you choose to look for them.  If you wait for a perfect church, you must 
wait until you get to heaven; and even if you could find a perfect assembly 
on earth, I am sure they would not admit you to their fellowship, for you 
are not perfect yourself.  Find out those people who are nearest to the 
Scriptures, who hold the truth in doctrine and in ordinance, and are most 
like the apostolic church, and then cast in your lot with them, and you will 
be blessed in the deed.  Consider the matter, and reflect that if it would be 
right for you to remain out of church fellowship, it must be right for every 
other believer to remain in the same condition, and then there would be no 
visible church on earth at all, and no body of people banded together to 
maintain the Christian ordinances.  Christian fellowship, especially in the 
breaking of bread, and the maintenance of an evangelistic ministry, would 
become an impossibility, if no one openly avowed the Savior’s cause.  Act 
then according to your duty, and if you be a Christian, join with 
Christians; if you love the Master, love the servants; if you love the 
Captain, unite with the army, and join that regiment of it which you think 
cleaves closest to the Master’s word.”   

 
2.  The Lord was adding to the church.   

a.  Who else could add to it?   
(i)  The devil could:  consider Judas, Ananias, Sapphira, Simon Magus, 

Demas.    
(ii)  Satan sows his tares among wheat.  He is not dead.  He adds to the 

church those who are not saved.  He added the mixed multitude to Israel 
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coming out of Egypt, he moved Achan to steal the gold, silver and mantle, 
he adds the certain men who crept in unaware (Jude 4).   

(iii)  One night, Rowland Hill ran into a drunken man on the street who 
introduced himself and claimed to be one of his converts.  “Yes, said 
Rowland, “I should say you are, but you are none of God’s, or else you 
would not be drunk.”   

 
b.  The Lord was adding to the church.   

(i)  He was adding those wounded by the Law, but healed by the Gospel.   
(ii)  He was adding those who loved and trusted Him for His righteousness.   
(iii)  Let’s pray that the Lord would add more of these.   

 
3.  The Lord was adding those who were being saved.   

a.  These are the only ones who should be.   
b. Whether they are old or young, mature in the Lord or not.   
c.  If they have faith, they should be added.   
d.  The Lord does not graft dead branches onto His tree, but living branches.   
e.  They were added to become a part of the body, to bear fruit in ministering to 

one another as the Lord has gifted them.   
f.  Spurgeon writes, “There must be a living union, so that the life which is in the 

church shall join with the life that is in the man, and the one life of the one 
quickening Spirit shall flow through the whole of the body.  When I hear 
professors railing at the churches to which they belong, when I see disunion 
and disaffection among church members, I can well understand that the Lord 
never added them; but it would be a great mercy to the church if the Lord 
would take them away.”   

 
4.  The Lord was adding daily.   

a.  Evangelism continued.   
b.  The people were preaching Christ through their love and unity.   
c.  The Lord adds where there are those ready to nurture them.   

 
B.  This brings us to the second point, the conditions under which the Lord was adding 

to the church.   
1.  First, clearly the ministry was empowered by the Spirit of God.   

a.  Peter was an upright man, a nice guy, a charismatic personality.  But he never 
saw converts like he did on the Day of Pentecost until he was filled with the 
Spirit.   

b.  It’s not enough to be a good public speaker, a charismatic personality, a 
warm and friendly guy, the minister must be filled with the Spirit.   

c.  Spurgeon writes, “A Holy Ghost ministry, if Peter be the model, is one which 
is bold, clear, telling, persuasive – one which tells men that Jesus is the 
Christ, and that they have crucified him, and calls upon them to repent and 
turn unto the Lord.  The truly sent preacher speaks out straight and plain, and 
home to the conscience, whether men will hear or whether they will forbear.  
The Holy Ghost minister chooses Jesus for his main theme, as Peter did.  He 
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did not speak to them about modern science and the ways of twisting 
Scripture into agreement with it.  He cared nothing for the meanderings of the 
Rabbis or the philosophies of the Greeks; but he went right on setting forth 
Christ crucified and Christ risen from the dead.  When he had preached 
Christ, he made a pointed personal appeal to them and said, ‘Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you.’  He was not afraid to give such an exhortation; 
he was not like some who say, ‘We must warn sinners and then leave them; 
we may preach Christ to them, but may not bid them repent;’ but he came 
boldly forth with the gospel exhortation and left it to his Master to send it 
home by the power of the Holy Spirit.  That was the sort of sermon which 
God blesses.  The man was full of God, and God shone through the man, and 
worked with him, and remission of sins was sought for and was found 
through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ by a vast number of 
souls.  May God send to all his churches a Holy Ghost ministry!”   

d.  When Christ is preached in all His offices as Prophet, Priest and King, then 
the Lord will bless that ministry.   

 
2.  The church was also filled with the Spirit of God.   

a.  This kind of church is steady:  it knows what it believes; it abides in Christ 
and in His truth.   

b.  We see that the early church was steadfast in four things:     
(i)  In the apostle’s doctrine:  they weren’t looking for new truths, but stuck 

to the old paths.  If God doesn’t save by this, He won’t save by anything 
else.   

(ii)  In fellowship:  they loved each other continually, helped each other when 
in need, and did not break fellowship.   

(iii)  In the breaking of the bread:  they delighted in the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper and observed it often.   

(iv)  And they continued in prayer:  Spurgeon writes, “Mark that!  God 
cannot bless a church which does not pray, and churches must increase in 
supplication if they would increase in strength.  Sacred importunity must 
besiege the throne of God, and then the blessing will be yielded.  Oh, 
children of the heavenly King, ye hamper the Spirit and hinder the 
blessing if ye restrain prayer.”   

 
3.  The church was a united church.   

a.  They had all things in common.   
b.  They continued daily in one accord in the Temple.   
c.  There were no clicks, no parties.   
d.  The Spirit is grieved and leaves where there is strife and division; we can’t 

expect His blessing.   
e.  But where there is love, He works powerfully.   
 

4.  The church was a generous church.   
a.  They gave as any had need.   
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b.  They were not communists, “All yours is mine.”  They were Christians, “All 
mine is yours.”   

c.  No one even considered their own rights but gave, as there was need.   
 

5.  They practiced their faith even in their homes.   
a.  They were breaking bread from house to house, sharing their food.   
b.  They ate their meals together with gladness and humility.   
c.  They wanted to set apart all they did to the Lord as holy.   
d.  You don’t need to be in a church to practice your faith, you may do so at 

home.   
 

6.  They were a praying church, one that sought to do the Lord’s will, one that was 
not afraid to show their union with Christ through baptism, one that celebrated 
the Lord’s Supper often.  But they were also a praising church.   
a.  They daily lifted their hearts and voices in thanksgiving for the Lord’s 

mercies.   
b.  Especially that mercy of having saved them through the blood of His own 

precious Son.   
 

III.  Application. 
A.  If we see nothing else from this passage, let’s at least see what the church looks 

like where the Lord is at work.   
1.  Where there is a spirit filled ministry, a spirit filled church, a church that is 

united, a church that is giving, a church that continues to worship at home, a 
church that prays, there is a church where the Lord is at work.   

2.  The Lord brings these things about so that He might be able to care for His 
young sheep when they are brought in.   

 
B.  We can’t say that if we become like this that the Lord will bring salvation, but it is 

most likely to happen in churches like this.   
1.  Let’s pray that the Lord would send His Spirit on us.   
2.  Let’s pray that He will make us like this.   
3.  And then let’s pray that He will bring people into this fellowship that He can 

nurture and prepare for a life of service to Him.   
4.  Certainly, whether the Lord uses us to bring His sheep home or not, this is what 

He wants us to be.  Amen.  


