
 

“The Ground of Our Confidence” 
(Mark 12:35-37) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We have seen over the past couple of weeks, something which is actually 
throughout the whole Bible, that the Lord calls us to do things which are beyond our natural 
ability:  to do things that are more difficult than we can do in our own strength.  He calls us to 
put to death our lusts, that indwelling sin which continually fights against us seeking to make us 
do the things we shouldn’t, and to keep us from the things we should do.  He calls us to raise our 
children in the ways of Christ, ways which are contrary to the direction of the world.  He calls 
us not to love the world nor the things in the world.  And this is so difficult because of the sin 
which still remains in us, which we have not put to death!  He calls us to seek to promote the 
well-being of the body of Christ and its unity.  He calls us to side with His Christ.  He calls us 
to gather with Him in the work of His kingdom.  These are just a few of the things which are our 
responsibility as Christians.  But when we seriously consider our calling, and compare our 
resources to our needs, we would all have to admit that we stand in need of a great deal of help.  
In light of this we must ask the question, What hope do we have that we are going to be able to 
fulfill these things?  Since it is beyond our strength and power, how can we overcome?  What, 
in other words, is the ground of our confidence that we will indeed be victorious?  This is what I 
would like for us to consider this morning.   
 In the passage leading up to our text, Jesus is being confronted by a series of questions by 
the Pharisees, the Herodians, the Sadducees and the scribes.  The Pharisees and the Herodians 
question Him regarding the paying of taxes to Caesar.  The Sadducees question Him regarding 
the validity of the resurrection.  One of the scribes asks Him regarding the greatest 
commandment of all -- something which we will look at this evening.  But all of their questions 
are carefully engineered by His opponents to try and catch Him off guard, “in order to trap Him 
in a statement.”  But finally, Christ Himself asks them a question, one which Matthew tells us 
caused them to close their mouths, so that they dared not question Him further (22:46).  It is this 
question and its answer that I would like for us to consider this morning.  And what I want you 
to see from this text, in answer to our original question, is, 
 
 Christ’s exalted office as King is the ground of our confidence.   
 
I.  First, Let’s Consider the Motive Behind Christ’s Question.   

A.  Christ was teaching in the Temple, and He asked this question, “How is it that the scribes 
say that the Christ is the son of David?”   
1.  Jesus asks a question about the teaching of their own teachers.   

a.  Scribes originally were penmen for others.  They wrote for high officials of state, 
such as those who wrote down the order of King Ahasuerus when he agreed to 
Haman’s terms to put all of the Jews in his kingdom to death (Est. 3:12).   

b.  Within the Jewish community there was a subordinate class of scribes who were 
mostly Levites, who were also engaged in various ways as writers, such as Baruch, 
the son of Neraiah, the scribe, who wrote down the words of Jeremiah on a scroll, in 
order to give it to the king (Jer. 36:4, 32).   

c.  But after the captivity of the Jewish people, the scribes turned their attention to the 
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Law, and gained distinction for themselves through their intimate acquaintance with 
it.   

d.  They began making copies of the Law and also became the teachers of it.   
e.  Scribes were very important for the nation of Israel, for they taught God’s people 

His ways.  Ezra was a scribe.  We learn in Ezra 7:6, “ This Ezra went up from 
Babylon, and he was a scribe skilled in the law of Moses, which the LORD God of 
Israel had given; and the king granted him all he requested because the hand of the 
LORD his God was upon him.”   

f.  And what is it that Ezra did?  “Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD, 
and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel” (7:10).   
(i)  This last passage describes what set Ezra apart from the scribes who were later 

to appear in the time of Christ.  It also provides a model for us as well.   
(ii)  Ezra set his heart to study the law of the Lord, for he knew that it was God’s 

standard of righteous living.   
(iii)  But he not only studied it, he also practiced it.  Greater light is a great 

blessing, but it can become a greater burden to bear if it is not practiced.  
(iv)  But further, he not only studied it and practiced it, he also taught it.  He led 

others in the right ways of the Lord.   
(v)  This, by the way, was the passage of Scripture which Dr. Pipa preached for my 

ordination as an exhortation that I should do even as Ezra did.   
(vi)  And it is a good exhortation to each of us here.   
 

g.  However, by NT times, those who occupied this position had taken a sad turn.  
They has become self-righteous Pharisees.  They were also known as the lawyers.  
If you want to see what Christ thought of them, then read Matthew 23, which is a 
scathing indictment of their hypocrisy and wickedness.   

 
2.  Christ knew of their expertise in the Law.  Yet He also knew of their great ignorance.  

And so in the midst of this mixed crowd of people, with Pharisees, Sadducees and 
lawyers present, after they had asked Him several questions, He asks them a very 
pertinent question.  “How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?”   

 
B.  Now why would this question be a problem for them?  Isn’t it true that the Christ was 

prophesied to be the Son of David?  Yes He was.  But Christ here is trying to get them to 
think and to see what He was trying to tell them concerning Himself.   
1.  “David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right 

hand, until I put Thine enemies beneath Thy feet.”’”   
a.  The scribes and Pharisees both recognized that when David wrote this, he did not do 

so on his own.  They believed it to be inspired of God’s Spirit.   
b.  In this passage, David represents the covenant Lord, Yahweh, saying to One who is 

David’s Lord, that He should sit at the right hand of God, until all His enemies are 
placed beneath His feet.   

 
2.  But the problem arises here, “David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; and so in what sense is 

He his son?”   
a.  You can immediately see the difficulty.  It was probably one that the scribes and 
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Pharisees had wrestled with before, one of those passages of Scripture which they 
couldn’t quite harmonize with others, in their present way of thinking.  We’ve all 
had problems of this nature, at one time or another.   

b.  The problem was that if the Christ is David’s son, and a son is always subordinate 
to his father, then why is it that David calls his own son, or his descendant, “Lord,” 
which is an obvious term of superiority?  How could the Messiah be both inferior 
and superior at the same time?   

c.  What was difficult and unanswerable for them, is quite easy for us in our biblical 
framework.   

d.  The Christ is David’s son, according to the flesh, or to His human nature.  And in 
that sense, He is inferior to His father.  But Christ is also divine, according to His 
eternal sonship, and in this respect He is infinitely superior to David, and He is 
David’s Lord.  Paul writes, in Romans 1:1-4, “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, 
called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand 
through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was born of a 
descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with 
power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”   

e.  The Messiah is One who is both God and man.  He has two distinct natures, but is 
only one person.  And He will remain so unto all eternity.   

f.  Since they were not willing to recognize this, and especially not concerning Jesus 
Himself, they were silent and dared not ask Him anymore questions.   

 
II.  Now Let’s Consider the Implications of This Statement of Christ, and How It Should 

Affect Us.  Jesus Is the Messiah, the God-man, to Whom the Father Has Entrusted the 
Government of the World.   
A.   “David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right 

hand, until I put Thine enemies beneath Thy feet.”’”   
1.  The psalm that is here quoted speaks of the royal reign of the Messiah.   

a.  In Psalm 110, David writes, “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand, 
until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet.’  The LORD will stretch forth 
Thy strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Thine enemies.’  Thy 
people will volunteer freely in the day of Thy power; in holy array, from the womb 
of the dawn, Thy youth are to Thee as the dew.  The LORD has sworn and will not 
change His mind, ‘Thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’  
The Lord is at Thy right hand; He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.  He will 
judge among the nations, He will fill them with corpses, He will shatter the chief 
men over a broad country.  He will drink from the brook by the wayside; therefore 
He will lift up His head” (vv. 1-7).   

b.  David says that the Messiah was to sit at the right hand of God, the place of honor.  
He was to be seated there until Yahweh, the covenant Lord, the God of all the 
universe, was to subdue all of His enemies under His feet.   

c.  The place of His ruling is to be Zion, the city of God.   
d.  God will establish His power there and give Him the command to rule in the midst 

of His enemies.   
e.  And there will be many strong young men who will, in spite of the enemies, 
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volunteer freely in the day of His power.   
f.  And this King shall shatter the kings of the nations in the day of His wrath, He will 

judge among the nations, and He will shatter the chief men.   
 

2.  Sometimes we forget that this is the reason Jesus was born, this is the reason why He 
was sent into the world, not only to be Savior, but also a King.  John records, “Pilate 
therefore said to Him, ‘So You are a king?’  Jesus answered, ‘You say correctly that I 
am a king.  For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice’” (John 18:37).   
a.  Jacob, when he was on his death-bed, prophesied that the Messiah would come 

through the line of Judah, to whom was given the right of rule.  “The scepter shall 
not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, 
and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10).   

b.  Balaam prophesied, “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a star shall 
come forth from Jacob, and a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush through 
the forehead of Moab, and tear down all the sons of Sheth.  And Edom shall be a 
possession, Seir, its enemies, also shall be a possession, while Israel performs 
valiantly.  One from Jacob shall have dominion, and shall destroy the remnant from 
the city.” (Num. 24:17-19).   

c.  The Lord promised, as we have seen, that this ruler would be the son of David.  The 
Lord said to David, “When your days are complete and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and 
I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. . . And your house and your kingdom 
shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam. 
7:12-13, 16).   

d.  This is the same One who is spoken of in Psalm 2, “Why are the nations in an 
uproar, and the peoples devising a vain thing?  The kings of the earth take their 
stand, and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His 
Anointed:   ‘Let us tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from us!’  He 
who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them.  Then He will speak to them 
in His anger and terrify them in His fury:  But as for Me, I have installed My King 
Upon Zion, My holy mountain.  I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD:  He 
said to Me, 'Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee.  Ask of Me, and I will 
surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Thy 
possession.  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like 
earthenware.'  Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of 
the earth.  Worship the LORD with reverence, and rejoice with trembling.  Do 
homage to the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath 
may soon be kindled.  How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!”   

e.  Isaiah says regarding Him, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 
and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be 
no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from 
then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this” (Isa. 
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9:6-7).   
f.  King Nebuchadnezzar saw his kingdom, and all the kingdoms of the earth, fall 

before the kingdom of this One in his vision.  Daniel writes, “Then the iron, the 
clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time, and 
became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away 
so that not a trace of them was found.  But the stone that struck the statue became a 
great mountain and filled the whole earth. . . .  And in the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that 
kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever” (Dan. 2:35, 44).   

g.  Daniel sees the Son of Man receive this kingdom in another vision, “I kept looking 
in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man 
was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  
And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, 
and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be 
destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14).   

h.  Micah says, regarding His birthplace, Bethlehem, “From you One will go forth for 
Me to be ruler in Israel.  His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 
eternity. . . . And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD His God.  And they will remain, because at 
that time He will be great to the ends of the earth” (5:2, 4).   

i.  Zechariah writes, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O 
daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed 
with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.  And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; 
and the bow of war will be cut off.  And He will speak peace to the nations; and His 
dominion will be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth” 
(9:9-10).   

j.  All these prophecies and many more all point to the fact that the Messiah was to be 
King, and He was to be the King of a kingdom which would put an end to all the 
other kingdoms of the earth, while it remained forever.   

 
3.  And what was predicted by the prophets of the OT is exactly what was accomplished 

when Christ came.   
a.  When Christ was born, three kings came from the east seeking Him, saying, “Where 

is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we saw His star in the east, and 
have come to worship Him” (Matt. 2:2).   

b.  Jesus told His disciples, before His crucifixion, “All things have been handed over 
to Me by My Father” (11:27).  And to the high priest, when he adjured Him in the 
name of God, as to whether or not He was the Messiah, He said, “You have said it 
yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you shall see THE SON OF MAN 
SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS 
OF HEAVEN” (26:64).   

c.  After He was crucified and raised again from the dead, He spoke to His disciples, 
saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (28:18).   
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d.  Peter said that Christ is the Son whom God promised to set upon David’s throne.  
He preached to the Jews at Pentecost, “And so, because he was a prophet, and knew 
that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS 
DESCENDANTS UPON HIS THRONE, he looked ahead and spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, 
NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY” (Acts 2:30-31).  Christ is the One who 
fulfills the prophecy that God would return and restore the fallen tabernacle of 
David, in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord and the Gentiles who are 
called by His name” (Acts 15:16-17).   

e.  Paul said that “God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of 
those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 
2:9-11).   

f.  Christ was prophesied to be King, He was born to be King, He is now the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14; 19:16).  The time of His actual coronation 
was His ascension.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “But He, having offered one 
sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 
waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL 
FOR HIS FEET” (Heb. 10:12-13).   

g.  Christ is “the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth” (Rev. 1:5).   

h.  We don’t have time now to go into the nature of Messiah’s kingdom.  But let it be 
enough to say now that it is not a political and military kingdom, but a spiritual one, 
one which reigns over all the nations of the earth.   

 
B.  Our text tells us that He will rule at the right hand of the Majesty on high, until all of His 

enemies are made a footstool for His feet.   
1.  This, brethren, is our confidence.  This is the ground of our hope.  Because Jesus 

Christ reigns sovereignly over all, we who have trusted in Him can be fully assured that 
all He has promised, He is able to perform.   

2.  Our Shorter Catechism  asks the question, “How doth Christ execute the office of a 
king?” and answers, “Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in 
ruling and defending us, and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies”  
(WSC 26).   
a.  Notice, that on the basis of His royal sovereignty, He subdues us to Himself.  That 

is, by His Word and Spirit, He overcomes our natural disposition of evil, changes our 
hearts to love Him, and effectually draws us to Himself.   

b.  Not only does He initially subdue us, but also subsequently.  That is, He not only 
overcomes our natural enmity, but also continues to overcome it.   
(i)  If the Spirit of God is within you, you will never be lost.   
(ii)  If you fall into sin, the Spirit will not allow you to rest until you have been 

removed from that sin.   
(iii)  He has promised to discipline you for your sins, and His discipline is faithful, 

and it is gracious.   
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c.  He also rules and defends us.   
(i)  He gives to us officers to govern us according to His Law, to shepherd us 

according to His will.  He gives His church censures by which to reclaim us 
when we fall into hardness of heart and sin.   

(ii)  He guards us by His Spirit and His Word, and by His angels, so that we will not 
fall into the snares of the enemy.   

 
d.  And lastly, He restrains and conquers all His and our enemies.   

(i)  Now certainly if we are the Lord’s, we will both have the same enemies, for we 
will both be fighting on the same side.   

(ii)  And if we are on the Lord’s side, who can be against us?  Who can possibly do 
us any ultimate harm?   

(iii)  God is going to put all of Christ’s enemies under His feet, which means that all 
our enemies will also be subdued by Him.   

(iv)  David wrote, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps. 27:1).   

(v)  May we not say the same?  May we not do all that He has called us to do with 
the greatest confidence that He will enable us and keep us safe?  Isn’t it those 
outside of Christ who should be trembling over the fact that the King of all 
Creation is now ruling and will one day judge them for their sins?   

(vi)  And may we not also rest in the fact that the Lord who has saved us will 
certainly continue to help us subdue our own flesh and grant us the victory over 
our sins, if we but trust Him and obey Him?  Yes, we may.   

(vii)  And so let the royal kingship of Christ be your confidence and your strong 
tower.  Let Him be the refuge that you flee to in the midst of your trials and 
difficulties.  He stands strong and ready to help all who come to Him for aid.   

(viii)  And one last word for those of you who may be outside of Christ.  Christ is 
also the prophet who has pointed to Himself as the way to God.  Christ is also a 
priest who has made the only sacrifice which can bring us near to God.  It is 
through Him that you must come if you are to receive the real blessings of His 
sovereign and gracious reign.  If you are outside of Christ, you are one of His 
enemies who will one day be subdued and destroyed.  If you would receive His 
life, lay down your hatred and come to Him now.  Bend your knee before Him of 
your own accord, and He will receive you into His kingdom.  But if you find that 
you cannot bring yourself to do it, as no one can apart from His grace, call upon 
Him now to change your heart to make you willing.  God is gracious, and He is 
sovereignly disposed to save.  Amen.   


