
 

“Love Is Greater than the Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit” 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-2) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth to try to help them resolve 
some of the issues that divided them.  As we saw last week, one of those issues was the 
fact that they identified so strongly with one leader in the church over another.  One was 
of Paul and another of Apollos and another of Peter.  In order to combat this, Paul 
reminded them that these men were really only servants of Christ, instruments through 
which they were saved.  The One they really needed to focus on was Christ.  Christ was 
not divided.  There is only one body of Christ, of which we are all members.  Should 
division exist within Christ’s body?  No.  Paul told them that they were all to work out 
these differences.  He writes, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1:10).  Differences of opinion can 
drive wedges between the members of Christ’s body, which is why we need to take time 
to work through them and not simply write each other off.  But working through these 
things can take time.  What were they to do in the meanwhile?  What are we to do when 
we experience these problems?  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 13, that we are to love one 
another.  It is the only way that any body, any group of people, can continue together 
while they work through their differences.  It is the only thing that will keep us together 
as we work through ours.   
  Love is a very powerful glue.  It has the ability to do this.  This is why Christ has 
given it to every one of His children.  Every Christian already has this love in him by 
virtue of the fact that the Spirit of God dwells in us.  God has poured out His love in our 
heart by His Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).  Where He is present, He produces the precious fruit 
of love (Gal. 5:22-23).  We don’t need to look around in order to find the ability to love 
in this way, it’s already within us.  We do, however, need to make sure that we don’t 
quench the Spirit’s work.  Love is like a fire which burns in varying degrees.  It can be a 
roaring flame, or it can die down to some glowing embers.  God tells us that He wants us 
this fire within us to be hot.  He wants us to be inflamed with love for Him and for His 
people.  Peter writes, “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love 
covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8).   
  Now to underscore how important this love is, Paul begins by showing the 
Corinthians how much more important it is than the things they thought were so 
important, namely, the charismatic gifts.  It’s not that these gifts weren’t important.  They 
were.  Paul tells them that they should earnestly desire the greater gifts.  However, there 
was still a more excellent way (12:31).  What I want for us to see this evening from 
verses one and two is that love is this more excellent way.   
 
  This love which the Spirit creates in our hearts is a much greater blessing than 
any extraordinary gift which the Spirit has ever given.   
 
I.  First, let’s consider how the work which the Holy Spirit does can be divided two 

different ways.   
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A.  The first way is to divide His work into His common and saving works.   
1.  His common works are those which He does in everyone’s life.  

a.  This is generally His work of restraining sin in the world.  Jesus said that 
when the Spirit came, He would convict the world of sin, righteousness and 
judgment (John 16:8).   

b.  He holds sin back.  As we saw this morning, He does this is by making 
people feel guilty when they do something wrong.  He works on their 
conscience.  Why does a child feels guilty when he takes a cookie from the 
cookie jar when his parents have told him not to?  It’s because the Spirit is 
working on his conscience to show him that he has done something wrong.  
Why is it that when someone leaves their car running in front of their house, 
or when they stop at a convenience store, that there isn’t always someone 
who jumps in and steals it?  About twenty years ago a friend of mine told me 
that a man came up to a woman he knew in a supermarket parking lot and 
told her that there was smoke coming out from under her car.  When he 
offered to help her find the problem, she got out of the car to let him get in, 
and he simply drove off with her car while she stood there helplessly 
watching.  Now certainly things have only gotten worse since then.  But 
without this work of the Spirit in the world, things would be a lot worse than 
they are.   

 
2.  I think we all have a pretty good idea of what His saving work is.  It is that work 

He does in the life of a believer which produces in him faith, love and every 
other grace which comes with salvation.   

 
B.  But there is another way in which His gifts can be divided, and that is into the 

categories of His ordinary and His extraordinary gifts.   
1.  The extraordinary gifts are those which He does not ordinarily give.   

a.  Now what would you guess that they are?  They are the supernatural gifts 
which Paul speaks of in chapters 12 and 14 of 1 Corinthians.  They include 
speaking in tongues, the gift of knowledge, the working of miracles and, of 
course, the gift of prophesy.  These gifts were not always present in the 
church, nor was there ever a time when everyone had them.   

b.  In the Old Testament, they were less common than in the New.  Some of the 
patriarchs had them, such as Enoch and Abraham who were both prophets.  
In Moses’ day, he was the only one who had these gifts, until the Lord put 
His Spirit on seventy of the elders so that they could help Moses.  Later, God 
gave some of these gifts to the Judges to deliver His people from their 
enemies.  Then He raised up prophets, such as Elijah and Elisha, whom He 
sent to His people to warn them of their covenant breaking.  He also raised up 
the sons of the prophets, which seemed to be a school to train those who had 
these gifts.  But really very few ever had them.   

c.  In the New Testament times, they were much more common.  Joel had 
prophesied that in those last days, the Spirit would be poured out in greater 
measure.  On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit came upon those who were in 
the upper room, and they began to speak in languages they had never learned.  
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Prophets and prophetesses were raised up in the churches.  Paul wrote to the 
church in Corinth that they were not lacking in any gift (1:7).  God gave these 
gifts to them to confirm the truth of His Word, for His once for all revelation 
in the Scripture was not yet completed.  Since that time, they have ceased 
because, as we will see at later in this chapter, God has finished giving us His 
Word.   

d.  These were the extraordinary gifts.   
 

2.  The ordinary gifts, on the other hand, are those which continue in the church 
today and will do so for the rest of eternity.   
a.  These are the gifts which God gives His people at conversion.  They are the 

gifts which the Lord gives for the building up of His church in holiness and in 
love.  And they are given only to God’s children.  

b.  It’s interesting to note that the extraordinary gifts were given to both the 
godly and the ungodly.  They were not, in other words, only for the believer.   
(i)  Of course Moses, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel and the New Testament apostles 

had these gifts.   
(ii)  But so did Balaam (Rev. 2:14), King Saul and Judas, each of whom were 

very wicked men.   
 

II.  Having seen what these extraordinary gifts of the Spirit were, let us now 
consider that it was a great blessing to have them.   
A.  Now certainly it was a blessing just to be in the church of Christ.   

1.  To be in the church meant that you could join in the public worship of God.   
2.  It meant that you could hear His Word explained and applied, so that you would 

know how to love and honor Him.   
3.  And it meant that you could receive the gracious signs and seals of His covenant 

grace in the Lord’s Supper and baptism.   
 

B.  But it was still a greater blessing to have the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit.   
1.  Which would you rather do:  simply be a partaker of the means of grace, or be a 

worker of miracles?  Moses participated in the means of grace, but he also was a 
prophet who wrote the first five books of the Bible, who performed those great 
signs in front of Pharaoh and led the children of Israel out of Egypt, who 
performed signs in the wilderness and brought the people to the land of Promise.  
Moses and Aaron were envied by Dathan, Korah, Abiram and On (Psalm 
106:16-18).   

2.  Would you rather hear the Word of God explained, or actually be one through 
whom the Lord gave His prophetic revelation?  God gave Daniel prophetic gifts 
and the ability to interpret dreams.  When he interpreted King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream, the king “fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to 
present to him an offering and fragrant incense” (Dan. 2:46).  The king also 
“promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over 
the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of 
Babylon” (v. 48).  The apostles and prophets o the New Testament were also 
shown honor because of their great gifts.   
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3.  These gifts were great blessings which the Lord gave to men.  He gave them to 
both believer and unbelievers, but on the whole, He more often gave them to His 
children.   

 
III.  But the point we need to see in our passage this evening is that the ordinary 

work of the Spirit in working love in our hearts is an even greater blessing than 
the extraordinary gifts.  Why is this?    
A.  The first reason is the most important:  this ordinary working of the Spirit changes 

your heart and makes you holy, whereas the extraordinary gifts do not.   
1.  The charismatic gifts were like additional options on a car.  They don’t change 

what kind of a car it is.  When you add air conditioning or power windows to a 
Volkswagen Beetle, it doesn’t become a Porsche.  In the same way, when these 
gifts were given to a man, they didn’t make him something he wasn’t.  They 
didn’t change his heart.  They didn’t make him love God.  He might be able to 
speak in tongues, or to prophesy, or to work miracles, but they did not make him 
holy.   

2.  The ordinary saving work of the Spirit, on the other hand, does change the heart.  
He doesn’t add anything to our old man, but makes us a new creation, one which 
loves God and wants to honor and glorify Him.   

 
B.  Secondly, when the Holy Spirit does these works, He gives Himself much more in 

His ordinary work than in His extraordinary work.   
1.  In His extraordinary work, He may show you visions of the future, or give you 

the power to work a great miracle, but He doesn’t give Himself to you.   
2.  But in His ordinary work of salvation, He does.  He begins to live in your heart.  

He becomes the power source which begins to change you into a holy man, 
woman or child.  He works in your heart both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure (Phil. 2:13).  This is what the image of God in man is all about.   

 
C.  Thirdly, the Spirit gives these extraordinary gifts to whomever He wants to, but He 

only gives salvation to God’s elect.   
1.  God gave His charismatic gifts to His saints, but also to unbelievers.   
2.  But He gives the precious gift of regeneration only to those whom He has loved 

from all eternity.  When the seventy returned, after Jesus had sent them out to 
preach His Gospel, they rejoiced that even the demons were subject to them in 
His name.  But Jesus said, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits 
are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven” (Luke 
10:20).  It is better to have your name recorded with the saints in heaven, than to 
cast out demons on the earth.   

 
D.  The ordinary gifts of the Spirit are better than the extraordinary gifts, fourth, 

because the extraordinary gifts will not save a person from hell, whereas the 
ordinary gifts will.   
1.  Someone may have all of the charismatic gifts and yet still end up in hell.  This 

is what happened to Judas.  Jesus says that many will come to Him in that day 
and say, “‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 
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cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’  And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you’” (Matt. 7:22-23).  Far from saving those 
who have them, they will only increase their judgment, or to whom much is 
given, much is required (Luke 12:48).   

2.  But of course, those who have the ordinary gifts also have eternal life.  Salvation 
is promised to those who have the grace of the Holy Spirit working in their lives.  
He is the One who qualifies us to receive the promises of God.  For instance, 
salvation is promised to those who have faith.  The Spirit is the One who works 
faith.  Salvation is promised to those who repent of their sins.  The Spirit is the 
One who works repentance in our lives.  Salvation is promised to those who 
practice righteousness.  But it is the Spirit who works righteousness in us.  
Certainly this work of the Spirit is infinitely more valuable than anything we 
might have for a short time and afterward end up in hell.   

 
E.  Lastly, this saving grace the Spirit gives us is greater than the extraordinary gifts, 

because the love which this grace produces in us will never fail, but the gifts of the 
Spirit will.   
1.  The love which God gives will continue and increase throughout all eternity, 

and along with it our happiness will also increase.   
2.  But Paul tells us the charismatic gifts will not continue, but will end in time.  He 

writes, “Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done 
away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done 
away” (v. 8).   

 
IV.  From what we have seen, we need to realize that the ordinary work of the Spirit 

which saves us is the greatest blessing which we could ever have.   
A.  If we have it, we shouldn’t worry about anything else we might not have.   

1.  We are so liable to covet the things of this world.   
a.  I remember that when I was young, I thought that what I wanted was to be 

strong, athletic, handsome, smart, and maybe even a little bit rich.  Maybe 
that’s what some of you children want here this evening.  You see sports 
heroes or movie actors or actresses or models, and you think that this is what 
you want to be like.  But are these things really all that important?  Goliath 
was strong.  Delilah was pretty.  Dives was rich.  But what did they really 
gain from these things?  All of them are now in torment, because they 
thought that these things were the things which really matter.  But they really 
don’t.   

b.  Anything that is good for this world alone, is really worthless.  The people of 
Jesus day thought that it was a great privilege for Mary to be the mother of 
Jesus.  When Jesus was teaching the multitudes, one woman cried out, 
“‘Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You nursed.’  
But He said, ‘On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God, 
and observe it’ (Luke 11:27-28).  Now this was a great privilege for Mary.  
But it was an even greater privilege for her to be redeemed by His grace, and 
to show that she was through her obedience to God’s Word.   
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2. If we have this grace, let us be thankful and show the Lord that we are thankful 
by living for His glory alone.   
a.  There is really nothing which compares to this blessing.  To have this is to 

have everything.  It is to have everything that is really worthwhile in life.   
b.  If the Lord has given you this blessing, then what should you give Him in 

return?  You should give Him your whole life, your whole heart, all your 
time, your talents and your strength.  What more could He have done for you 
to gain your thankfulness than what He has already done?  What then should 
you do to show Him your gratitude in return?   

 
B.  But if you don’t have this grace in your heart this evening, what should you do?   

1.  First, you should consider that anything else you value more than this is really 
worthless.  It will not save you in the day of God’s judgment, only His grace 
will.   

2.  If you don’t have this grace, then come to Christ this evening and receive His 
mercy.  As we saw this morning, Christ calls out to you and says that if you are 
weary from your sin, you may come to Him for rest.  Come to Him then.  Turn 
from all your sins and trust in Him alone.  Take His yoke of discipleship upon 
you, and you will find rest for your souls.  Amen.   


