
“The Greatest Gift” 

(Luke 2:10-11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Christmas is a time of year that so many enjoy.   

a.  It’s a time of love and friendship, of giving, of good will towards others.   

b.  It’s a time to spend with family and friends.   

c.  Everyone likes Christmas, especially the children – they like all the fun and 

food, and especially the gifts.   

 

2.  But there are some who enjoy Christmas more than any others – Christians.   

a.  That’s because they know this was the time God gave the greatest gift of all:  

His only precious Son.   

b.  The value of a gift is usually determined on the basis of at least three things:   

(i)  Its intrinsic worth.   

(ii)  The intention or motive the giver had in giving the gift.   

(iii)  And the need the receiver has for that gift.   

 

c.  When we evaluate God’s gift in the light of these three things, we can truly see 

its value.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  That’s what I would like for us to consider this morning:  the greatness of the gift 

God gave about 2,000 years ago in His Son, Jesus Christ.   

a.  You really can’t appreciate any gift you don’t understand.   

b.  So let’s reflect on Jesus from these three perspectives for a few moments.   

 

2.  Let’s consider:   

a.  First, the greatness of the gift itself:  Jesus is infinitely precious.   

b.  Second, how the Father’s motive in giving this gift makes it even greater.   

c.  And third, how the greatness of this gift is seen in its ability to meet your 

greatest need:  salvation.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the greatness of the gift itself:  Jesus Christ.  We see something 

of this in our passage.   

1.  None of us are from a Jewish background, so it’s hard to appreciate what’s 

happening here.  But it wasn’t hard for the Jew, at least the faithful Jew – Jesus 

was everything God had promised, everything the Old Testament was pointing to, 

everything the faithful were looking for.   

a.  He is the One the Lord promised to Adam and Eve after they fell from the Lord 

in the devil’s temptation, the seed of the woman He would send to crush the 

head of the devil and set His people free (Gen. 3:15).   
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b.  He is the Son the Lord promised to Abraham, the One who would be a blessing 

to the whole world by freeing all who would trust in Him from the devil and his 

power (Gen. 22:18).   

c.  He is the Son the Lord promised to David, the One who would reign on His 

throne forever, the One who would take the world back from the devil and 

bring in a kingdom of everlasting righteousness and peace (2 Sam. 7:12-13).   

d.  He is the Messiah the faithful Jews were expecting, the One who would free 

them from their sins and give them eternal life.   

e.  Jesus is infinitely precious because He is the fulfillment of all these promises.   

 

2.  But He was also infinitely precious personally.  Look at what the angels called 

Him, “Christ, the Lord.”   

a.  Jesus was no mere man:  He is God in human flesh.   

(i)  He is God the Son, who came into this world as a man.   

(ii)  He is the One who created the world, and yet who humbled Himself to 

come into His own creation as a creature to save those who would trust in 

Him.   

 

b.  He is also the Lord of heaven and earth.   

(i)  When He completed His work, He ascended to heaven and sat at the right 

hand of God – the place of greatest honor.   

(ii)  And His reign will continue until every knee bows and every tongue 

confesses that Jesus is Lord.   

(iii)  Jesus is infinitely precious because He is the Lord of glory.   

 

3.  And He is infinitely precious because of what He came to do:  to save all who 

would trust in Him.   

a.  He is the only One who kept God’s commandments.   

(i)  If you would go to heaven, you must be morally perfect – since God is holy 

and just, He will only allow into heaven those who really deserve to be there.   

(ii)  Jesus is the only One who does – He’s the only one who obeyed His Father 

from the time of His birth to His death.   

 

b.  He’s also the One who made the only payment for sin the Father will accept.   

(i)  The Bible says that even one sin is enough to keep us out of heaven – we 

have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23).   

(ii)  But Jesus died to pay for the sins of those who would trust Him – He’s the 

only One who has, the only sacrifice His Father will accept.   

(iii)  And so here is the first thing you need to understand about this gift that 

makes it so great:  Jesus, personally, is infinitely precious because He is the 

Messiah, He is the Lord of glory, and He is the only Savior of the world.   

 

 

B.  Second, the greatness of this gift can be seen in the motive behind the Father’s giving 

it:  infinite love.   
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1.  We don’t see this so much in our text as we do in other places in the Bible, the 

best known being John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 

life.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 

world might be saved through Him.”  God’s love was so great, He gave the One 

He loved the most to save mankind.   

2.  But His love appears even greater when you consider for whom He gave His Son:  

infinitely hateful sinners.   

a.  He gave His Son for those who never did a good thing in their lives, but only 

evil (Rom. 3:12); for those who had sinned and fallen infinitely short of what 

He called them to be (v. 23).   

b.  The Bible says that God hates sin and those who commit it – the psalmist 

writes, “The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do 

iniquity” (Ps. 5:5) – that includes just about everyone – the only exception is 

Jesus – we are all the objects of God’s hatred and wrath.   

c.  And yet it was for such as we that God sent His Son – so great is His love.   

d.  This makes God’s gift of His Son even more precious, when you consider the 

infinite love of God that’s behind it.   

 

C.  Finally, the greatness of this gift can be seen in its ability to meet your greatest need:  

salvation.   

1.  If you haven’t trusted Jesus, you are in a very dangerous situation.   

a.  There is a day of reckoning coming when everything you have done will be 

weighed and you will be judged.  Paul writes, “For we must all appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds 

in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  Therefore, 

knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:10-11).   

b.  Why should you be afraid of that day?   

(i)  The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), not just physical 

death, but judicial death, eternal death.  John writes, “And I saw the dead, 

the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; 

and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were 

judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their 

deeds. . . .  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, 

he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:12, 15), “this is the second 

death, the lake of fire” (v. 14).   

(ii)  The Bible says the smoke of the torment of those in that fire goes up 

forever and ever (Rev. 14:11).   

 

c.  What would you give to escape this punishment?   

(i)  All your money?   

(a)  It’s already His:  He’s already going to hold you accountable for how 

you use it.   

(b)  Your money can’t buy your way out of this judgment.   

 

(ii)  Would you give Him your service for the rest of your life?   
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(a)  You owe it to Him already – that’s why He made you:  to glorify Him.  

That’s one reason you can’t earn heaven through your works.   

(b)  The other is that you would need to serve Him perfectly, from the 

beginning of your life to its end.   

(1)  You’ve already failed in Adam (Rom. 5:12).   

(2)  But any attempt of yours is also doomed to failure.  Paul writes, “For 

as many as are of the works of the Law (that is, who are trying to earn 

their salvation by doing what God commands) are under a curse (Gal. 

3:10).   

 

(iii)  There’s nothing you could possibly give God that can save you from His 

judgment.   

 

2.  But there is something He can give:  His Son, Jesus Christ.   

a.  Perhaps now you can see why the faithful in Israel were looking forward to His 

coming – why this message from the angel would have been so welcome – the 

Savior has come!   

(i)  When the angel first appeared, they were afraid – you don’t see angels every 

day.   

(ii)  “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of 

David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 

2:10-11).   

(iii)  This is the One who could take away their guilt, who could make them 

acceptable to God, who could save them.   

 

b.  He can also save you.   

(i)  After Jesus lived a perfect life, He was crucified, raised from the dead, and 

then ascended into heaven; but not before He told His disciples to go and 

preach this message everywhere.   

(ii)  Everyone who hears it and receives Jesus will be saved.  Again, John 

writes, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 

3:16).   

(iii)  If you don’t believe in Him, one day you will stand before Him as your 

Judge, and He will condemn you to hell for your sins.   

(iv)  But if you will turn from your sins – from everything you’re doing that is 

against God’s will – and believe in His Son – receive His gift of infinite 

value, of infinite love, if you will trust Jesus and His work alone to save you 

– you will be saved.   

(v)  May God give you His grace to do so this morning.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


