
“The Grace of God” 

(Romans 3:24) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  It’s important to know whether or not we love God.   

a.  It isn’t enough to love Him for the things He gives.   

b.  We must love Him.   

c.  But how can we know that we do?  In the same way we know we love others.   

(i)  By His beauty, ability, personality, possessions or relationship to us.   

(ii)  I think we’d all agree personality is the most important.   

(iii)  If we don’t like someone’s personality, most often we won’t like them, 

not to mention love them, no matter how beautiful, talented, rich or how 

we’re related.   

(iv)  This is what we’re focusing on now – what kind of a person God is.   

 

2.  Last week, we began to look at God’s love – that He doesn’t just love, but that 

He is love.   

a.  His love is that attribute from which all His other moral attributes flow:  His 

righteousness, justice, faithfulness, especially His grace and mercy – it’s the 

fountainhead.   

(i)  Rivers are often connected to other rivers upstream – if you search far 

enough, you eventually find the headwaters or source of these rivers.   

(ii)  His love is the headwater or source of all His moral qualities.   

(iii)  It’s His inclination towards everything that is good and right.   

(a)  It’s the same thing as His holiness.   

(b)  Edwards writes that it’s the “excellency and beauty of God’s nature 

whereby his heart is disposed and delights in everything that is morally 

good and excellent.”   

 

c.  It’s this that makes God and everything about Him beautiful.   

(i)  Not His natural attributes of power, strength, omnipresence and 

omniscience.   

(ii)  Just because something is powerful doesn’t make it lovely or loveable:  

when’s the last time you wanted to hug a gorilla or an elephant?   

(iii)  If God had all this power, but He wasn’t holy – if He didn’t have this 

perfect love of what is good and excellent – He would be infinitely 

dangerous – not beautiful, but something to be hated and feared.   

(iv)  Again Edwards writes, “Strength and knowledge don’t render any being 

lovely, without holiness; but more hateful:  though they render them more 

lovely, when joined with holiness.”   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s look at the first fruit of that love or holiness:  grace.   
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a.  Grace is perhaps the greatest expression of that love toward you – His desire 

to give you something you don’t deserve.   

b.  Paul reminds us that we have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory – 

there’s no way that you or I could ever have moved Him to forgive us of our 

sins, that we might enter heaven.   

c.  But God made a way through His grace.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things:   

a.  That the Lord is gracious.   

b.  What it means that He is gracious.   

c.  How a God who is holy and just can be gracious to you.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first that the Lord is gracious.   

1.  Scripture.   

a.  Paul tells us as much in our passage:  “For all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the 

redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23-24).   

b.  This is how the Lord revealed Himself throughout Scripture:   

(i)  When the Lord appeared to Moses on Mount Sinai, He told Moses who 

and what He is, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who 

keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression 

and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the 

iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and 

fourth generations” (Ex. 34:6-7).   

(ii)  The psalmist writes, “Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yes, our God 

is compassionate.  The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, 

and He saved me” (Ps. 116:5-6).   

(iii)  And Isaiah writes, “Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, 

and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the 

LORD is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him” 

(30:18).   

 

2.  This is one attribute that He delights to show more than any other.   

a.  Which is why we find the Lord’s people ascribing this attribute to God.  

Nehemiah prayed, “You bore with them for many years, and admonished 

them by Your Spirit through Your prophets, yet they would not give ear.  

Therefore You gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.  

Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You did not make an end of them or 

forsake them, for You are a gracious and compassionate God” (Neh. 9:30-

31).   

b.  Or why we find them praying that He would be gracious – if in their 

experience they knew He wasn’t, they would never ask Him to be.  David 

writes, “Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!  You have 

relieved me in my distress; be gracious to me and hear my prayer” (Ps. 4:1).   
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c.  And why the Lord commanded His priests to pronounce this blessing on His 

people:  “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall bless the 

sons of Israel. You shall say to them:  The LORD bless you, and keep you; 

the LORD make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you; the LORD 

lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.’  So they shall invoke 

My name on the sons of Israel, and I then will bless them” (Num. 6:23-27).   

d.  The Lord is gracious.   

 

B.  Second, what does it mean that the Lord is gracious?   

1.  Grace is the disposition of God’s heart to give you something good that you 

don’t deserve.   

a.  Some would say that it’s not only the desire to give you something you don’t 

deserve, but to give it to you when you deserve the opposite.   

b.  Whenever the Lord shows you His goodness – as He does in offering and 

giving you salvation – when you really deserve His wrath for your sins – that 

is grace.   

 

2.  There is one exception:  in what the Lord promised to Adam.   

a.  He told Adam that if he didn’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil, if he passed the test by not listening to the tempter when he came, he 

would gain the right to eat of the tree of life – he would gain eternal life.   

b.  Did Adam really deserve eternal life for obeying this commandment?   

(i)  This is an important question:  When you do what the Lord commands 

you to do, do you deserve a reward?   

(ii)  Sometimes we think we do; but we don’t.  Jesus says, “Which of you, 

having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has 

come in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’?  But will 

he not say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe 

yourself and serve me while I eat and drink; and afterward you may eat 

and drink’?  He does not thank the slave because he did the things which 

were commanded, does he?  So you too, when you do all the things which 

are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only 

that which we ought to have done’” (Luke 17:7-10).   

(iii)  When you do what the Lord commands, you are only doing your duty.   

(iv)  If Adam had obeyed, he too would just be doing his duty – he wouldn’t 

have deserved a reward.   

(a)  The promise of eternal life was a gracious promise.   

(b)  Even though he didn’t yet deserve damnation.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider how a God who is holy and just can be gracious.   

1.  He can because of what He’s done through His Son Jesus Christ.   

a.  You and I have sinned and fallen short (Rom. 3:23).   

(i)  We didn’t really deserve His love to begin with.   

(a)  Just because He made us doesn’t mean He had to love us or take care 

of us.   

(b)  He could have let us die and still be perfectly just.   
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(c)  He didn’t do that because He is gracious.   

 

(ii)  But how much more do we not deserve this love when we’ve rebelled 

against Him.   

(a)  He is absolutely holy and just.   

(b)  How can He justify giving us what He does?   

 

b.  Jesus is the only reason He can.  Paul writes, “Being justified as a gift by His 

grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23).   

(i)  You and I deserve hell; but Jesus deserves heaven.   

(ii)  He was willing to give that which was most precious to Him that He 

might have you for His own.   

(iii)  Because He is just, this is the only way He could do it.   

(iv)  This is the greatness of His love and grace.  Jesus says, “For God so 

loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not 

send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be 

saved through Him” (John 3:16-17).   

 

2.  Do you think you can love a God like this?   

a.  You didn’t deserve anything good.   

(i)  You didn’t deserve the food on your plates, the clothes on your back, the 

roofs over your heads, the air you breathe, the space you take up in this 

world.   

(ii)  You didn’t deserve to live.   

(iii)  You deserved death and hell.   

 

b.  But the Lord gave you His grace.   

(i)  Everything you needed for life.   

(ii)  And everything you needed for godliness, through His Son.   

 

c.  Who else do you know that would make a such sacrifice?   

(i)  Who would give what is most precious to Him so that He could love you?   

(ii)  Would you have your son sacrifice his life to save someone who hated 

you and tried to kill you?   

(iii)  Apart from His grace, this is what you and I would have tried to do to 

God – and yet He gave us His Son.   

(iv)  Paul writes, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though 

perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His 

blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 

5:6-10).   
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d.  Does His grace draw your heart out to Him this evening?   

(i)  If it does, that’s a good indication that He has given you His grace – only 

those who have it have the veil removed from their hearts and can see the 

beauty and glory of God.   

(ii)  If it doesn’t, then take another look at Him and what He has done.   

(a)  See the infinite love He offers to give you.   

(b)  Understand how deceitful the sin is in your heart that keeps you from 

loving Him.   

(c)  Ask Him to break through that sin and open your eyes.   

(d)  Don’t go through life blinded by your sins – turn from your sins and 

come to Jesus.   

(e)  He is worthy of your love.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


