
Doctrine of God_6 Communicable Attributes.doc  Doctrine of God_6 Communicable Attributes.doc 
 

1  2 
 

 Reference: VARIOUS 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 7/9/00 

Doctrine of God – Communicable 
Attributes 
 
Purpose: To begin to review the communicable attributes of God 

1. Introduction 
Continuing series in the Doctrine of God 
Began with some proofs for God’s existence 
Touched briefly on His knowability 
Then began to look at His attributes 
What are God’s attributes? 
What are the benefits of studying them? 
Enable us to understand Him better 
Give a framework to our knowledge of Him 
What are the dangers? 

• He is not made of attributes 
You cannot add together His love, mercy… and have God 
He is Love, He is mercy 
He is all these things at all times 

• This is man’s attempt to understand God 
God is not susceptible to complete understanding 
Will not be perfect. 
How may the attributes be divided? 
Communicable and incommunicable 
What is the difference? 
What is difference between God and man in these things? 
God is always fully endowed with each of these characteristics 
We have them only finitely  

2. Spirituality of God 
Have seen that God is spirit – Last week  

John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 

God communicates spirit to man 

Genesis 2:7 Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

Man also a spiritual being but of course also material 
Whereas God is simple – pure Spirit 
Man is a finite spirit; God is infinite spirit 

3. Intellectual Attributes 

3.1. Knowledge of God 
That perfection of God whereby He, in an entirely unique manner, 
knows Himself and all things possible and actual in one eternal 
and most simple act 
Where does God get His knowledge from? 
Does He gain it from observation and experience? 
No – it is intuitive  
It is God’s nature to know all things 
He also holds all knowledge simultaneously 
Does not move in thought from one piece of knowledge to the next 
He knows not only the outer things but the inward 
He knows the heart of all men 
Sees things as they really are 
He knows the possible as well as the actual 

1 Samuel 23:11-12 Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? 
Will Saul come down just as Your servant has heard? O Lord God of 
Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.” And the Lord said, “He will come down.” 
12 Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men 
into the hand of Saul?” And the Lord said, “They will surrender you.” 
Matthew 11:21 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

God is infinite in knowledge 
He knows all things - omniscient 

John 21:17 He *said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do 
you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You 
know that I love You.” Jesus *said to him, “Tend My sheep. 
Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
do. 

What then of man’s free will? 
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How does this relate to God’s infinite knowledge? 
If God knows all we will do and all we could do,  
Are we free agents? 
Our will is bound at least to the extent that we cannot please God 
naturally 
But no man is ever made to do anything against his will 
The things we do, we do willingly 
We are therefore fully responsible for our choices 
Yet they are foreknown and decreed by God 
To work out His purposes 
Probably need to understand our freedom differently 
Will see more when we get to God’s decree 

3.2. Wisdom of God 
Not the same as His knowledge but related to it 
Our knowledge gained by study – doesn’t always go with wisdom 
Wisdom is a more intuitive insight 
Harnesses knowledge and makes it subservient to a goal 
God’s wisdom defined as follows: 
That perfection of God whereby He applies his knowledge to the 
attainment of His ends in a way which glorifies Him most 
Especially seen -  
In creation: 

Psalm 19:1-7 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their 
expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth 
speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech, nor 
are there words; Their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has gone out 
through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world.  In them 
He has placed a tent for the sun,  5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out 
of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  6 Its rising is 
from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other end of them;  And 
there is nothing hidden from its heat.  

In providence: 
Psalm 33:10-11 The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates 
the plans of the peoples.  11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever,  The 
plans of His heart from generation to generation. 
Daniel 2:20-21 Daniel said, “Let the name of God be blessed forever and 
ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him.  21 “It is He who changes the 
times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives 
wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding. 

In redemption: 

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 
unfathomable His ways! 
1 Corinthians 2:7 but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 

3.3. Veracity (faithfulness) of God 
That perfection of God’s being by virtue of which He fully answers 
to the idea of the Godhead, and is perfectly reliable in His 
revelation  
Several words in the OT an NT 
Includes truth, truthfulness and faithfulness 
The truth – He is all that God should be in contrast with false Gods 

Psalm 96:5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the Lord made 
the heavens. 

He is truth in Himself & therefore in all that He reveals of Himself 
Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, 
that He should repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He 
spoken, and will He not make it good? 
Romans 3:4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every 
man be found a liar, as it is written, “That You may be justified in Your 
words, And prevail when You are judged.”  

He is therefore the source of all truth –  
in morals, religion and every scientific pursuit 
It is also the ground of his faithfulness 
He is ever mindful of His covenants  
Of all the promises He has made 

Deuteronomy 7:9 Know therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the 
faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a 
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments; 
Psalm 89:1-2 I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord forever; To all 
generations I will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth.2 For I 
have said, “Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will 
establish Your faithfulness.” 
Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 

4. Moral Attributes 
Can be summed up by one phrase (What?) 
God is good 

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is 
good except God alone. 
Psalm 107:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, For His 
lovingkindness is everlasting. 

But we will see that this has many layers to investigate 
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A key verse here is the following 
Psalm 119:68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes. 

Look at good things He does first, then at His intrinsic goodness 

4.1. He does good 
God’s active goodness demonstrated in His Grace, Mercy, Love 
and Patience  

4.1.1.  Grace 
What is grace?  What Scriptures? 

Ephesians 1:4-7 ... In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  
6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 
Ephesians 2:4-9 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might 
show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. 
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, 
Titus 3:4-7 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for 
mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we 
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out 
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by 
His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

4.1.1.1. Any Application to us? 
We are to be gracious as God is 
All the commands to imitate God come in here 
Imitate Him in these communicable attributes 

4.1.1.2. Is this Shown to unbelievers? 
Yes – they receive common grace 

Matthew 5:44-46 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 For if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? 

Acts 14:16-17 In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to 
go their own ways;17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in 
that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 

Adds to their condemnation if they do not repent 

4.1.1.3. Is it seen in unbelievers? 
Yes – it is communicable 
But the “good” acts of the lost don’t please God 
Wrong motive, not truly good 

4.1.2. Mercy  
What is mercy?  Not getting the judgment deserved 
 What Scriptures to show that God is merciful? 

Exodus 34:5-6 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with him 
as he called upon the name of the Lord.  6 Then the Lord passed by in 
front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 

Compassion close to mercy in God 
Deep – bowels of mercy 
To do with women and womb 

Psalm 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,  Slow to 
anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth. 
Luke 1:76-79 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
For you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways;77 To give to His 
people the knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their sins, 78 
Because of the tender mercy of our God, With which the Sunrise from on 
high will visit us, 79 To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
James 5:11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the 
endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that 
the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. 

4.1.2.1.Any Application to us? 
Knowing this is true of God, so what? 
Any scriptures? 

Luke 6:36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
Colossians 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so 
also should you. 

4.1.2.2. Is this Shown to unbelievers? 
Psalm 145:8-9 The Lord is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great 
in lovingkindness. 9 The Lord is good to all,  And His mercies are over all 
His works. 
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4.1.2.3. Is it seen in unbelievers? 
Yes – again at a much lower level 
The principle of mercy is seen 
Throughout the legal system 
But also in schools, workplaces 
Even in homes 
Again, motives not what should be 
Matter, not manner 

4.1.3. Patience 
What is God’s patience?   
Bearing with evil in spite of continued disobedience 
Shown as postponement of merited judgment 
What Scriptures? 

Psalm 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,  Slow to 
anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth. 
Romans 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and 
tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance? 
1 Timothy 1:16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an 
example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
2 Peter 3:7-9 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being 
reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly 
men.  8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with 
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day.  9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come 
to repentance. 
2 Peter 3:14-15 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 
diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and 
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

4.1.3.1.Any Application to us? 
Knowing this is true of God, so what? 
We are to be patient too! 
Any scriptures? 

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law. 
Ephesians 4:1-3 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one 

another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 
Colossians 3:12-13 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever 
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also 
should you. 
1 Thessalonians 5:14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 

4.1.3.2.  Is this Shown to unbelievers? 
Yes, God is very patient with unbelievers 

Romans 9:21-22 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to 
make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 
common use? 22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath 
and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction? 

4.1.3.3.  Is it seen in unbelievers? 
Yes – patience can be seen in them 
Will postpone penalty, hoping for improvement 

4.1.4. Love 
Saving greatest till last! 
What is Love?  God is love! 
Seeking and promoting the well-being of others 
Unconditional, faithful, selfless, costly 
Scriptures lifted the word to new heights of meaning 
Compassion is the deep inner stirrings of affection  
God is compassionate and abounding in love 
This is the very source of God’s good deeds towards us 

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love 
does not brag and is not arrogant, 

What Scriptures? 
Exodus 34:5-6 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with him 
as he called upon the name of the Lord.  6 Then the Lord passed by in 
front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us,5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
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1 John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the 
world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
1 John 4:8-10 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  
10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
1 John 4:16 We have come to know and have believed the love which 
God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him. 

4.1.4.1.Any Application to us? 
Knowing this is true of God, so what? Any scriptures? 
This is the love which can be commanded 

John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
John 15:12 This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I 
have loved you. 
John 15:17 This I command you, that you love one another. 
Romans 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he 
who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 
1 Thessalonians 4:9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need 
for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love 
one another; 
1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

4.1.4.2.  Is this Shown to unbelievers? 
In a general sense, yes 
But God’s electing love, His foreknowledge 
Is reserved only for His people 

Matthew 5:44-46 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 For if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? 

4.1.4.3. Is it seen in unbelievers? 
In highest sense of selflessness, no 
Unbelievers love those who love them 
Those who do not love do not know God for he is love 
Yet there are dim elements of it 
Love of parents for children comes close 
Those who give up organs to save others’ lives 

4.2. Because He is good 

4.2.1. Holiness of God 
What is the Holiness of God? 
Separation  2 meanings: 

4.2.1.1. That He is altogether “other” 
than we 

Separate from everything else 
Infinite, “Majesty Holiness” 
Central and supreme perfection 
Not communicable 
Indeed not a moral attribute 
Rather positional, God re creatures 

Exodus 15:11 “Who is like You among the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, 
majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders? 
Exodus 33:20 But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see 
Me and live!” 
1 Samuel 2:2 “There is no one holy like the Lord, Indeed, there is no one 
besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God. 
Isaiah 55:6-9 Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while 
He is near.  7 Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; And let him return to the Lord, And He will have compassion on 
him, And to our God,  
For He will abundantly pardon.8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.  9 “For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My 
thoughts than your thoughts. 
Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, 
whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the 
contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly And to 
revive the heart of the contrite. 
Hosea 11:9 I will not execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy Ephraim 
again. For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, And I will 
not come in wrath. 
1 Timothy 6:13-16 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to 
all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before 
Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep the commandment without stain or 
reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which He will 
bring about at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone possesses 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or 
can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen. 

He is far above us 
Awful in majesty and splendor 
Unapproachably glorious 
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Our reaction? Awe, insignificance 
Psalm 8:3-4 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, he 
moon and the stars, which You have ordained; 4 What is man that You 
take thought of him,  And the son of man that You care for him? 

4.2.1.2.That He is separate from sin 
This is a development of the first aspect 
Couldn’t be one without the other 
This latter is the communicable part 
This is the moral part 

Job 34:10 “Therefore, listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be it 
from God to do wickedness, And from the Almighty to do wrong. 
Habakkuk 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You can not 
look on wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor On those who 
deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up 
Those more righteous than they? 

Also a positive element – moral excellence – You are good! 
Our reaction?  Consciousness of sin 
Isaiah 6:3-5 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
The whole earth is full of His glory.” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the 
voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  5 Then I said, “Woe is 
me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of 
unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 

Not sure these reactions can be separated 
Where is this holiness revealed? 

• Moral Law 
o Implanted in man’s heart 
o Law given to Israel 

• Jesus, the Holy One  

4.2.1.3.Any Application to us? 
Leviticus 19:2 Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say 
to them, ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 
1 Peter 1:14-15 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who 
called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

4.2.1.4.Is this shown to unbelievers? 
Romans 2:12-16 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish 
without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by 
the Law; 13 for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, 
but the doers of the Law will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles who do not 
have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the 
Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the Law 
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts 

alternately accusing or else defending them, 16 on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ 
Jesus. 

4.2.1.5. Is it seen in unbelievers? 
Yes, every time they obey the law of God written on their hearts 
Again, though, motives cannot be right 

4.2.2. Righteousness and Justice of God 
What is God’s righteousness? 
In man, strict adherence to the law 
In God ?  He is the standard and complies with it! 
As with Holiness, part of this is not communicable; 
Absolute justice – He is infinitely righteous in Himself 

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 “For I proclaim the name of the Lord; Ascribe 
greatness to our God! 4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways 
are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright 
is He. 
Psalm 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Lovingkindness and truth go before You. 

And part of it is; 
Relative – that perfection by which He maintains Himself over 
against every violation of His holiness, and shows in every respect 
that He is the Holy One 
Just in all His dealings with His creatures 

Psalm 119:137 Righteous are You, O Lord, And upright are Your 
judgments. 
Psalm 145:17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways  
And kind in all His deeds. 
Lamentations 1:18 “The Lord is righteous; For I have rebelled against His 
command; Hear now, all peoples, And behold my pain; My virgins and my 
young men Have gone into captivity. 
2 Timothy 4:7-8 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

4.2.2.1.Rectoral Justice 
His righteousness as the Lawgiver 

Isaiah 33:22 For the Lord is our judge, The Lord is our lawgiver, The Lord 
is our king; He will save us— 
James 4:12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to 
save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 

Established moral government 
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Imposed a just law on man 
Deuteronomy 4:8 Or what great nation is there that has statutes and 
judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you 
today? 

4.2.2.2.Distributive Justice 
His righteousness as the upholder of the law 

Genesis 18:25 Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous 
with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far 
be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” 
Deuteronomy 10:17-18 For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the 
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not 
show partiality nor take a bribe. 18 He executes justice for the orphan and 
the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and 
clothing. 
2 Chronicles 19:7 Now then let the fear of the Lord be upon you; be very 
careful what you do, for the Lord our God will have no part in 
unrighteousness or partiality or the taking of a bribe.” 

4.2.2.2.1.Remunerative Justice 
He rewards the law keeper, the righteous 

Psalm 58:11 And men will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; 
Surely there is a God who judges on earth!”  
Matthew 25:21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. 
You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ 
Hebrews 11:26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

4.2.2.2.2.Retributive Justice 
He punishes the lawbreaker 

Romans 1:32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those 
who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, 
but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
Romans 2:9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man 
who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 
Exodus 23:7 Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent or 
the righteous, for I will not acquit the guilty. 

4.2.2.3.Any application to us? 
We are made righteous in Christ 
We should live what we are 
Did God make us as though we had kept the law 
So we could go out and break the law? 
Shall I sin because I am not under law but under grace? 
What is position of those who say we should not keep the law? 

Love is fulfillment of the law 
We are to love one another 
The law is an expression of God’s character 
What pleases Him 
If we had to keep it to be saved – we should have been Pharisees 
Since it has been kept for us, we try to find ways to minimize our 
input 
We are to be just and righteous in our dealings 
Live according to the law 

4.2.2.4.Is this shown to unbelievers? 
Most certainly! 

4.2.2.5.Is it seen in them? 
They have a concept of right and wrong 
Interesting to challenge them on whether there are moral absolutes 
They are inconsistent here 

5. Conclusions 
What a God! 
Have not looked at His creativity, His motivation 
How great 
How past our understanding 
How good! What good things He does 
These attributes should be the theme of our praise 
Praise Him for who He is 
Thank Him for what He has done 
 
Next – The Trinity – Scriptural proofs 


