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Can you think of a time in your life when the Lord has ever failed to keep His 
promise?  Can you point to any time in your life that the Lord has failed you?  I’ll bet that 
none of you here have ever been without the things the Lord said He would provide for 
you, and that none of you have you ever experienced a time when He has failed to give 
you the strength and comfort He promised when you needed it the most.  The reason why 
you haven’t is because God is faithful.  People often don’t keep their promises, or at best 
they aren’t as faithful to their promises as they should be.  We often fail miserably to do 
what we have covenanted with God to do.  But God never fails.  He is the covenant 
keeping God.  He is our God, through faith in Jesus Christ.   

This evening, we again see God’s faithfulness in Jacob’s life.  Last week, the 
Lord moved on Jacob by His Spirit to wrestle with Him in prayer until he received His 
blessing.  God changed his name to Israel, because he had striven with Him and 
prevailed.  But God also heard his prayer with respect to Esau, and because He had 
promised to bring Jacob back into the land of Promise, Jacob was also to prevail over 
man – in this case, over Esau.   

But Jacob still didn’t know how the Lord was going to bring this about.  He 
wasn’t sure what was going to happen when he met Esau.  But now he had done 
everything – humanly speaking – to prepare.  All that was left was to trust in God.  Of 
course, he could have run another direction.  He could have gone to another country and 
settled there.  But if he had, he would have forfeited the promises.  God wasn’t going to 
let that happen.  He gave Jacob a resolute heart to go back to the land of his father, back 
to the land of Promise.  God had made his whole direction in life a constant striving after 
that promise, so he wasn’t about to let go of it now.  And so having prepared, he now put 
his trust in the Lord to see what it was He has planned.  What we’ll see this evening is 
that the Lord fulfilled His promise to keep him safe from Esau and to bring him back into 
the land, with the result that Jacob takes God to be his God.  The theme of this message is 
the faithfulness of God, and what our response should be to that faithfulness:  God is 
faithful, and so we should take Him with our whole heart to be our God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ.   

What I want you to see from this passage are three things:  1) First, Jacob and 
Esau and reconciled through God’s promise, 2) second, Jacob and Esau are forever 
separated through God’s promise, and 3) third, Jacob acknowledges God’s faithfulness to 
His promise by taking Him to be his God.   

First, let’s consider how Jacob and Esau are reunited through God’s promise.  The 
first thing we see is how Jacob prepared to defend his wives and children (vv. 1-3).  He 
put the maids and their children in front, Leah and her children second, and finally, 
Rachel and her children last.  Then he went out in front of all of them to face Esau.  Now 
I want you to notice that Jacob was fulfilling his God-given responsibility as the head of 
his house to guard his household from attack.  This applies not only to their physical, but 
also to their spiritual, well-being.  As husbands and fathers, we should also constantly be 
watching over the safety of our families, especially in prayer, to repel the enemy both by 
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way of prayer and by administering God’s truth.  But I also want you to notice here that 
there is an obvious favoring of Rachel over Leah.  This shouldn’t surprise us, because it 
was Rachel that he originally wanted to marry.  It was Rachel that he was willing to work 
fourteen years to have.  There is also the singling out of Joseph, her only child.  He is also 
very special to Jacob, because of Rachel.  And so he put Rachel and Joseph in the back, 
so that if anything went wrong, they would have the opportunity to escape at best, or if 
captured, the possibility of being spared, if Esau spends all his wrath on those in front.  
But again notice that it is Jacob who goes before them all to protect them.  He wanted to 
face Esau first in the hopes that Esau’s heart might be changed.   

Now when Esau finally arrived, Jacob went out before his household and bowed 
down to the ground seven times to show him honor, until he came near to Esau.  
Kindness, as we’ve seen, is a much better way of dealing with our enemies than anger 
and bitterness.  When we show kindness to our enemies, the Lord is on our side, because 
He is the God of peace.  He tells us to do good to all men, especially our enemies, so that 
if there is any vengeance to be taken, God will take it upon Himself to see that it is 
inflicted.  But now comes the confirmation that the Lord had heard Jacob’s prayer.  “Esau 
ran to meet him and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept” 
(v. 4).  The Lord’s promise had been fulfilled.  Esau’s heart had been changed.  He had 
come out with an army of four hundred men to take vengeance on Jacob, but on the way 
his heart had been changed.  It was full of love and compassion.  When Esau lifted his 
eyes and saw the women and children and asked whose they were, Jacob said that they 
were the ones the Lord gave him, acknowledging that it was through God’s faithfulness 
to His covenant that He had prospered him.  When they came and bowed down to show 
Esau honor this strengthened his compassion even more.  The last to come was Rachel, 
who was again singled out with her son Joseph.  Again, this show of kindness and honor 
served to turn Esau’s heart from wrath.  Finally, Esau asked Jacob about the all the 
servants and the gifts he sent.  Jacob said it was to find favor in his eyes.  Esau didn’t 
want to take it because he had plenty (notice that he didn’t give any credit to the Lord), 
but Jacob insisted that he do so.  Even though some politely refuse to take a gift from us, 
sometimes it is better to insist that they take it, especially if we are trying to heal old 
wounds.  Esau surely wouldn’t have minded having the animals, and if he took them, he 
would be indebted to Jacob’s kindness and generosity all the more.   

And so we see that Jacob and Esau were reunited through God’s promise, through 
His covenant lovingkindness.  God is faithful to do what He says He will do.  He said that 
Jacob had prevailed over man, and he had, by God’s blessing.  This didn’t mean that 
there wasn’t anything he would have to do.  God always uses means to His ends.  But it 
did mean that God would make the means effective to get the job done, and that’s what 
He did here.  I hope that this example of God’s faithfulness will encourage us to trust in 
Him even more, because His promises to us are just as sure as they were to Jacob, 
because of the work of Christ.   

Jacob and Esau were reunited and reconciled through the promise of God.  But 
secondly, let’s look at how Jacob and Esau were separated forever through God’s 
promise (vv. 12-17).  After their reunion, Esau wanted to escort Jacob back to Mount Seir 
and be a protection for him (v. 12).  Jacob, however, had no intention of going with Esau, 
because his destination was the land of Promise.  To forsake the promise and go with 
Esau to homeland out of fear, would be to forsake the Lord’s protection and His promise.  
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And so Jacob offered an excuse as to why he couldn’t go with him (vv. 13-14).  Esau was 
on horseback with his men, while Jacob was traveling with his flocks and herds, and with 
his wives and children.  Jacob wouldn’t be able to travel as fast as they could.  This 
wasn’t the full truth, but it was true.  Then when Esau offered to leave some of his men 
with Jacob for protection, Jacob said that he really didn’t need them, again because he 
didn’t want his brother to know his plans, in case he would try to stop him.  And so Esau 
went back to Mount Seir, probably expecting Jacob to follow him, while Jacob traveled 
to Succoth, which is in the Jordan Valley on the east side of the river, about 15 miles 
from Shechem.  There he built a house and booths for his livestock, which is why the 
town was called Succoth, which means booths.  But again, Jacob did this because of the 
promise of God.  God had given him the blessing.  The Messiah was to come through his 
seed.  The land which God swore to give to Abraham and Isaac, He had also promised to 
give to him.  He couldn’t leave from following the Lord now to go to a pagan land and 
live among an idolatrous people.  For him there was no choice.  He had to follow the 
Lord.  The same has to be true of us if we are to inherit the promises of God in Jesus 
Christ.  When we come to Christ, we must come to Him without the world.  We must 
leave the world and our old life behind.  We cannot go that direction any longer, even if 
the rest of our natural family should go that way.  The way of the world leads to a 
different destination:  it leads to hell.  Those who walk on that path will finally arrive 
there.  But those who follow the Lord will finally arrive in the Promised Land.  They will 
inherit the promises.  This hardly seems like much of a choice, but how many have gone 
down the path of the world and lost their souls?  Jesus tells us that there are many, many 
more than choose the path of life (Matt. 7:13-14).  The promise of God brings about a 
separation in our lives, a separation from the world and from sin.  But it’s certainly worth 
it, because what we gain is fellowship with God and everlasting life in heaven.   

And so Jacob and Esau were reunited through the promise of God, and they were 
forever separated through that same promise.  Lastly, Jacob acknowledged God’s 
faithfulness to His promise by taking Him to be his God.  Jacob traveled on from 
Succoth, until he arrived in Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, the Promised Land 
(v. 18).  There he bought a piece of land from the sons of Hamor (v. 19), the same piece 
on which he had pitched his tent.  And since the Lord’s promise to him was now fulfilled, 
and he was safely back in the land, he built an altar there and called it “El-Elohe-Israel,” 
which means, “God, the God of Israel.”  Jacob earlier had vowed to the Lord, “If God 
will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat 
and garments to wear, and I return to my father's house in safety, then the Lord will be 
my God” (Gen. 28:20-21).  The Lord had done so, and so Jacob, who was now called by 
the name of Israel, took God to be His God.  He fulfilled his vow to the Lord.  Now this 
promise to Jacob, that God would be faithful to him, to deliver him from his enemies and 
to bring him safely into the Promised Land, He has also made to us, in Christ.  Because 
we are God’s elect, He has sent His Son for us.  He has fulfilled the requirements of the 
covenant of works for us.  He has saved us from everlasting destruction.  Now what 
should our response be?  The only thing it can be.  We must also take God to be our God 
– the God of Jerry, the God of Brad, the God of Mark, the God of each one of you.  We 
must take Him to be our God and be faithful to Him.  May the Lord give us strength 
through the Spirit of His Son who lives in us to do this.  This is why He sent Jesus into 
the world in the first place, to redeem a people for Himself.  Amen.   


