
“The Glory That Will Be Revealed” 
(Romans 8:18-25) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  Paul reminded us that because of God’s mercies, we are obligated to live 
according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh.   
a.  Christ lived and died for us.   
b.  The Spirit has taken that work and applied it to us.   
c.  He has freed us from guilt and bondage to sin.   
d.  He even works in us to convince us that we are God’s children.   
e.  Therefore, we are obligated to kill our sins and to follow the Spirit as He 

leads us in God’s will.   
 

2.  But Paul touched on another subject last week that he expands on here.   
a.  He said that if we are putting our sins to death, if we are led by the Spirit, if 

we have this witness of the Spirit giving us confidence, we can know that we 
are God’s children.   

b.  But he also said we can know this if we suffer with Christ.   
(i)  This suffering is not only our struggle against our sins.   
(ii)  It is the persecution we must endure as Christians.   

(a)  Christ did not have to endure any struggle against His own sin, since 
He had none.   

(b)  But this suffering is said to be with Christ.   
(c)  We must share in His suffering if we are to share in His glory.   
(d)  It comes from having His image so impressed on our souls by the 

Spirit that we live like Him.   
(e)  If we become like Christ, if we share in His holiness, we will also 

share in the hatred the world has for Him.   
(f)  But it is not just these two things.   
 

(iii)  It is also the suffering of death.   
(a)  Sin is still at work in us to kill our bodies.   
(b)  We must still suffer physical death, as Jesus also did.   
(c)  So it is the suffering of indwelling sin, persecution and death.   

 
B.  This brings us to this morning’s subject:  what is to be our encouragement in this 

suffering?  What has the Lord held out to us to hold us up, to keep us from 
crumbling under the pressure of our own sins, the sins of those around us, and the 
sin that is at work in our bodies to kill them?   
1.  Paul tells us this morning that there is a glory that is yet to be revealed that will 

cause all our suffering to pale by comparison.   
2.  He tells us that the Lord is coming to redeem our bodies, to set them free from 

corruption.   
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3.  He tells us that the whole creation will be set free at the same time.   
4.  And he tells us that even though we don’t see it yet, we know that it will 

happen.  The Spirit is at work in us to show us.  But we must wait and we must 
continue to hope for its coming.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul tells us that there is a glory that is coming that will make us forget all 
about our suffering.  He says, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (v. 18).   
1.  What is this glory that is to be revealed?   

a.  The redemption of our bodies:  those bodies which currently have death 
working in them, being set free from the corrupting influence and death of 
sin, not to mention the sin we have to endure from others.   

b.  Our adoption as sons:  our full adoption.  Right now we are redeemed, our 
most important part – our souls – are redeemed.  But our bodies will also be 
redeemed.   

c.  We will receive our glorified, resurrected bodies, perfectly suited for heaven, 
to enjoy the full indwelling of God’s Spirit and His love.   

d.  We know something of what this is.  Paul writes, “We ourselves, having the 
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” (v. 23).   

e.  That joy we experience in the Holy Spirit, that which is the first fruits of our 
inheritance, the down payment, the engagement ring, if you would, makes us 
yearn for the full inheritance:  joy everlasting in the presence of the Lord.   

 
2.  Paul tells us that the creation also yearns for it.   

a.  It “groans and suffers the pains of childbirth” (v. 22).   
b.  It yearns also to set free from its corruption, the corruption of sin.   

(i)  Now the creation doesn’t think or will or desire the way we do.   
(ii)  This is probably an example of  .   
(iii)  The point is the creation did not want to be enslaved to sin.  But it was 

because of Adam.   
(iv)  Hurricanes, earthquakes, tidal waves, tornadoes, all of which stir up the 

created realm are a result of the Fall.   
(v)  Disease and death in the animal kingdom is a part of the Fall.  Their 

being slaughtered or destroyed for sinful reasons is a part of the Fall.   
(vi)  The fact that everything is running down and becoming more and more 

disorganized, decayed, old, is a part of the Fall.   
(vii)  The creation did not want this, but this is what it received in Adam.   
(viii)  But it won’t remain that way.   
(ix)  Creation has a hope:  it will be set free from corruption (vv. 20-21).  It 

anxiously longs to be set free from it (v. 19).   
 

c.  Paul tells us it will be set free when the sons of God are revealed (v. 19).   
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(i)  When Christ returns to raise our bodies and transform them into the 
likeness of His own glorious body (Phil. 3:20-21), at the same time, the 
Creation will be set free.   

(ii)  Yes, there will be a cosmic renovation (2 Pet. 3).   
(iii)  Yes, the heavens and earth will pass away with a bang, as they and all 

their works are burned up with fire.   
(iv)  But out of it, the new heavens and earth will come.   
(v)  Christ has not only made believers new creatures in Himself, He has 

redeemed the whole Creation.   
(vi)  Some believe that means all of His creatures, including the animals, for 

they are a part of the Creation.   
(vii)  They may very well live among us again as they did among Adam and 

Eve in the garden.   
(viii)  If that’s true, then you may see that pet you miss so much.  You may 

even have it as a pet again.   
(ix)  This will happen when Jesus comes again.   
(x)  Even as Creation was subject to sin when man sinned, so it will be set 

free when man is redeemed.   
 

d.  But just as it doesn’t appear what we will be like, so it doesn’t appear what 
the Creation will be like.   
(i)  It will be restored to its former glory.   
(ii)  It may even be better than it was, even as our condition will be better 

than that of Adam’s in the garden.   
(iii)  But this is also what we will get to enjoy forever.   
(iv)  The greatest blessing will be, of course, that we will be with the Father 

and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.   
(v)  These glories that await us will far outshine anything we will have to 

endure here.   
 

3.  But one more note:  this passage tells us that there can be no millennium as the 
premillennialists believe.   
a.  They believe that after Jesus returns, there will be another 1000 years of 

human history before the final judgment and the new heavens and new earth.   
b.  That would include another 1000 years with more sin.   
c.  But our passage tells us that when Christ returns – and He is only coming 

once more to raise the dead and to gather all to judgment (Matt. 25:31ff) – we 
will be set free from sin and the Creation will be set free.   

d.  And we will inherit that Creation.   
e.  Now if the Creation had to endure sinners for another thousand years, how 

would it escape coming under corruption again?   
f.  The creatures would still be exploited by man, even if not as badly.   
g.  It will still suffer the final judgment – in their view – when Armageddon is 

fought and when Christ comes to destroy His enemies.   
h.  The resurrection, final judgment and renovation of the heavens and earth at 

Christ’s coming mean that there is no human history to follow.   
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i.  This is important also because there are those who believe that once the 
rapture takes place, unbelievers will have a second chance during the 
Tribulation period or during the Millennium.   

i.  But once Jesus comes, the Tribulation will be over, as well as the Millennium.   
j.  Then will be the end of everything bad, and the bringing in of everything 

good.   
k.  That is what we are groaning for now.  This is why we say with the apostle 

John at the end of the book of Revelation, “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 
22:20).   

 
III.  Application:  I would like to end with the application Paul gives.  “For in hope we 

have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for 
what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait 
eagerly for it” (vv. 24-25).   
A.  We don’t see what we will be like now.  We don’t see what the Creation will be 

like now.  It is something we must hope for.   
1.  Remember, faith is seeing things that aren’t yet based on trusting God’s 

promises (Heb. 11:1).   
2.  It doesn’t require faith to believe in something we can see.   
3.  The Lord doesn’t want us to see the reward now.   
4.  We must wait for it; we must hope for it; we must trust Him for it.   
5.  It’s going to be wonderful.  This glory will be so great, it will outshine the 

suffering we went through and make it seem like nothing, just as a mother 
forgets the pain of childbearing once the child is born.   

 
B.  And so hope for it.   

1.  Times are hard now.  They may get harder.   
2.  Yes, we must fight against our sins, but it won’t be forever.   
3.  We will be persecuted, but it won’t be for long.   
4.  We will one day have to die, but our bodies will not stay dead.   
5.  Christ is coming to raise us.   
6.  Is this your hope this morning?  If not, call on Christ.  He stands ready to give 

this salvation to everyone who calls on Him from the heart.  Amen.   


