
“The Glory of the Lord Will Be Revealed” 
(Isaiah 40:3-8) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re gathered to worship the God of the Bible, the God who made all 
things – who made you and me – as all Christian churches do throughout the world 
because of a very special event – because He created us, but also because of the gift 
of love and mercy God sent into the world over two thousand years ago.   
a.  This event took place around the year 3 BC:  when God’s time table was fulfilled, 

He sent a special child into the world.   
b.  But this child didn’t come into the world in the usual way:   

(i)  Children must be conceived and born with two human parents.   
(ii)  But this child was different:  He was born of a virgin, to a woman engaged to 

a man and soon to be married, but to a woman who had never known a man.   
 

c.  His birth was not the only thing unusual about Him:  He was also unusual:   
(i)  Children born of human parents, since the beginning of mankind, are born 

guilty of sin – this child was innocent.   
(ii)  Children born of human parents have corrupt hearts; they’re sinners – this 

child was pure and holy – He loved God and sought with all His heart to serve 
Him.   

(iii)  Children born of human parents are just human – this child was more than a 
mere human:  He was also divine.   

 
d.  His purpose for coming into the world was also unusual:   

(i)  Perhaps we don’t think about this, but we were all made for a specific 
purpose:  to glorify God, to love Him, serve Him, worship Him.   

(ii)  This child came into the world to do this as well, only He came to do these 
things not just for Himself, but for His people – for those who would believe 
on Him.   

(iii)  He also came to die for them, because God’s justice demanded it, to save 
them from their sins.   

 
2.  Now it’s no mystery to us who this child is:  His name is Jesus Christ.   

a.  He is the One who was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary.   

b.  He is the One who was born to take the place of those who would believe in Him 
in both living a perfect life and dying in their place.   

c.  He is the One who came to save those who were on their way to hell because of 
their sins, by suffering hell and dying in their place.   

d.  This is the One who was sent by His Father as the greatest act of love the world 
has ever known.   

e.  And it’s because of Him we are here this morning.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  But we should also realize that this generation is not the only generation of men who 
have ever gathered to worship God for the Savior He sent to us.  There were others:   
a.  As far back as the Fall of mankind in the Garden of Eden, when Adam disobeyed 

God and plunged the whole human race into the situation of death and damnation 
we have today, there was the promise of His coming:   
(i)  God said to the serpent, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you 
shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15).   

(ii)  And on the basis of this promise, they sacrificed animals, all pointing forward 
to the sacrifice Jesus would one day make.   

(iii)  God gave them these sacrifices to give them the hope of a coming Redeemer.   
 

b.  As time went on, He was revealed to be One who would come from the children 
of Seth, from Abraham’s children, from the children of Judah, who would be born 
in the line of David, so that He would have the right to the throne of Israel.   
(i)  These all worshiped Him in the same way.   
(ii)  And they looked forward to His coming.   
 

2.  We see this in our passage this morning, where the Lord has been warning Judah 
through Isaiah of the coming Babylonian captivity.   
a.  The Lord had been patient with His people, but now He was about to remove 

them from their land and take them away to Babylon for their idolatry.   
(i)  God had promised to care and provide for His people, if they would only 

worship and obey Him.   
(ii)  But they had broken His commandments, worshipped other gods, abandoned 

Him.   
(iii)  And so He disciplined them by taking them out of their land to a foreign 

land, until they learned who it was that provided for them.   
 
b.  They would be there for 70 years; afterwards they would return to the land.   

(i)  But the reason they would return was that the Lord might fulfill His Word to 
them by bringing the Messiah.   

(ii)  Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem, as the Lord said through the prophet 
Micah, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans 
of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings 
forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2).   

(iii)  He was to minister in the land of Israel to God’s people.   
(iv)  And He was to die in Jerusalem.   
(v)  For this to happen, God would bring them back into the land.   
(vi)  And before He would send His Son, He would send a messenger, another 

prophet to prepare His way.   
 

3.  This is what I want us to think about for a few moments this morning, as we consider 
five things briefly:   
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a.  First, who this Messiah is that was coming.   
b.  Second, who this messenger was that was sent to announce His coming and 

prepare the people for His arrival.   
c.  Third, what the messenger told them they had to do to get ready for Christ’s  

coming.   
d.  Fourth, who it was that would see His glory and receive the benefits of His work.   
e.  Finally, why we should receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and 

trust in Him for our salvation alone.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, who was this Messiah that was coming?  Isaiah tells us, “A voice is calling, 

‘Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway 
for our God’” (v. 3).   
1.  This One who was coming was the Lord of Israel and the God of all Creation.   

a.  This is the name of Israel’s covenant Lord, Yahweh, or Jehovah – the One who 
was coming was the Lord Himself.   

b.  And He is God – the God who created and made all things, the only God that 
exists.   

c.  This is why earlier, Isaiah wrote, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.   There 
will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).   

 
2.  We saw earlier that Jesus Christ is not merely a man, but He is also God.  It had to 

be this way:   
a.  He had to be man, since man is the one who sinned, who owed the debt to God’s 

justice.   
b.  But He also had to be God, so that He might obey perfectly and offer to His 

Father a payment that would be valuable enough to pay for the crimes of a 
multitude which no man could number.   

c.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God who became a man – without ceasing to be God – 
that He might save His people.   

 
B.  Second, who was this messenger that was sent to announce His coming and prepare the 

people for His arrival?   
1.  He was none other than John the Baptist.  We’ve already seen in our Scripture 

reading that He was the one who was to go before Him to prepare the way.   
2.  The angel said to Zacharias, “And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the 

Lord their God.  It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord” (Luke 1:16-17).   
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3.  And when John was born, Zacharias said about his son John, “‘And you, child, will 
be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare 
His ways; to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on 
high will visit us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.’  And the child continued to grow and to 
become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public 
appearance to Israel” (1:76-80).   

 
C.  Third, what was the messenger to tell them to get them ready for Christ’s coming?   

1.  We just read about it in Luke:   
a.  His message was geared at turning the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous.   
b.  It was a message of repentance from sin, that they might be ready to receive their 

Lord.   
 

2.  Isaiah says the same thing in figurative language:   
a.  The message of the messenger is this, “Clear the way for the LORD in the 

wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.  Let every valley 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; and let the rough ground 
become a plain, and the rugged terrain a broad valley” (vv. 3-4).   

b.  Their sins had turned the paradise of God – of which the land of Israel was a type 
– into a wilderness.   

c.  John’s preaching was aimed at showing them this:   
(i)  That they had sinned, broken the commandments of God, were under His 

judgment.   
(ii)  That they should flee from God’s wrath that was coming (Matt. 3:7; Luke 

3:7).   
(iii)  And that they should turn and trust in the One who was coming who would 

free them from all their sins.   
 

d.  God always comes in His mercy to warn before He brings judgment.   
(i)  In this case, He begins with the preaching of John, then continues through the 

preaching of Christ, who came out into the wilderness of Judea where John 
was to begin his ministry.   

(ii)  What they both did was lift up the Law of God – to show them their sins – 
and then point to God’s remedy for sin – His Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
D.  Fourth, who was it that would see His glory and receive the benefits of His work?   The 

answer is simply, “All flesh.”  “Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 
flesh will see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken” (v. 5).   
1.  Jesus began His work among the Old Covenant people of God, the Jews.   
2.  But after His death and resurrection, He sent His disciples out to preach the Gospel 

to all flesh that they might know of God’s mercy, love and forgiveness revealed 
through Him.   
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E.  Finally, why we should receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and trust 
in Him for our salvation alone?   
1.  Because we are sinners.   

a.  We are the children of Adam and are guilty of his sin (Rom. 5:12, 18, 19).   
b.  We have sinful and corrupt hearts (Matt. 15:19).   
c.  We have sinned many times over.   
d.  And even the least unforgiven sin is enough to damn us forever.   

 
2.  Because we are weak, helpless, and cannot save ourselves.   

a.  Isaiah tells us that another voice was called upon to issue a warning:  “A voice 
says, ‘Call out.’  Then he answered, ‘What shall I call out?’  All flesh is grass, and 
all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower 
fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass” 
(vv. 6-7).   

b.  We don’t have the power to save ourselves:   
(i)  Our good works are as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6).   
(ii)  We are already under the sentence of death.   
(iii)  And we are transitory and fragile:  we are like the flowers of the field that 

appear for a little while and then wither away when the Lord determines that it 
is our time to die.   

 
3.  We should receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior and trust in Him alone because only 

He can save us.   
a.  And God promises that He will, if we will turn to Him.   
b.  “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever” (v. 

8).   
c.  God will never deny His Word.   

 
4.  How can we receive Him?   

a.  From what we’ve seen, we must let the Law have its work in our hearts:   
(i)  To show us our sin, to convict us, and condemn us.   
(ii)  Unless we see our need of a Savior, we’ll never embrace God’s Savior.   
 

b.  And we must trust in Jesus to save us:   
(i)  We must stop looking to ourselves, our own resources.   
(ii)  We must look to Christ’s obedience and His death.   
 

c.  God comes in mercy this morning to warn us of coming judgment.   
(i)  He tells us in advance so that we will have time to repent and turn to His Son.   
(ii)  If we do, He will forgive us; but if we don’t, He will judge us for our sins.   
(iii)  Turn from your sins this morning; turn to Christ; be saved from the coming 

wrath, and receive eternal life.  Amen.   


