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The last time we were in Genesis, we saw Isaac and Rebekah send their son Jacob 
to Padan-aram, to Laban the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, to get a wife.  Along the 
way, Jacob lay down to sleep, and as he did, he saw the vision of a ladder with the angels 
of God going up and down on it, symbolizing the fact that the Lord was with him, to 
watch over him and to guide him.  It was also here that the Lord renewed His promise to 
Abraham with Jacob, that He would give Jacob’s descendants the land, that he would 
give him many children, that all of the nations of the earth would be blessed through his 
seed, and that the Lord would be with him until the promise was fulfilled.  And, of 
course, we were reminded that these blessings all pointed to Christ, as well as came from 
Him.  In response to this divine vision and promise, when Jacob awoke in the morning, 
he took the rock he was sleeping on, set it up as an altar, and then vowed to the Lord that 
if He would fulfill this promise to him, then the Lord would truly be his God, that he 
would worship Him alone, and that he would devote his life to serving Him, which is the 
only proper response a person can give to God’s mercy.  Well, we know that the Lord is 
true and that everything He says He will do.  And so this evening, what we will want to 
look at is the beginning of the fulfillment of the Lord’s good promises to Jacob.  First, He 
fulfills His promise by providing Jacob with a wife.  Second, He fulfills His promise to 
Jacob by giving to him many children.  And last, He fulfills His promise to him by 
multiplying his earthly wealth, showing us that God is a faithful covenant keeping God, 
who does not lie, but watches over His Word to do it.   

First, let’s see how the Lord fulfills His promise by providing a wife for Jacob.  
We see this in 29:1-30 (Read).  We were reminded last week that our choice of a husband 
or wife is very important.  It will have tremendous consequences on own lives, as well as 
on those of our children.  But yet in spite of all the warnings the Lord gives, there are still 
those of His own children who marry unbelievers, who marry into the family of the 
wicked one and then have to face very difficult lives.  I repeat this again this evening just 
to remind our young people here never to consider marriage to an unbeliever, nor even to 
become close friends with them.  Our hearts are very deceitful.  Many have begun with 
good intentions, but then ended up making their lives miserable by getting too close.  
Don’t let that happen to you.  Esau, who was a member of God’s covenant people, 
married two pagan women.  They didn’t make his life miserable, because he wasn’t a 
believer to start with, but they did do this to his parents.  They knew how important it was 
to the promise of God that Jacob not end up in this same situation, so they sent him away 
to take a wife from the daughters of Laban.   

Now first, we see how the Lord providentially guided Jacob’s life to fulfill His 
promise.  When he finally arrived in the east, he happened to meet some shepherds from 
Haran.  He asked them whether or not they knew Laban, the son of Nahor, which they 
did.  At that same time, Rachel happened to be coming near to water her father’s sheep, 
and they pointed her out to him.  Was this coincidence?  No.  The Lord was guiding 
Jacob in the same way He had guided Abraham’s servant so many years ago to find a 
wife for Isaac.  The Lord cares for the needs of His people, and He provides for them, 
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especially when they have to do with the promise of His Son.  When Jacob met her, he 
very graciously helped her by rolling away the stone, so that she could water her sheep.  
Then he kissed her with a kiss of greeting (undoubtedly a kiss on either cheek, as people 
greeted each other in those days).  After he told her who he was, she ran and told her 
father, Laban, who, when he heard, came out to greet him and welcome him into his 
house.  I don’t think it would be stretching things to say that if the Lord helped Jacob 
fulfill His commandment to marry within the covenant, that He will do the same for us, 
especially since He said that He would meet all of our needs, if we will only seek first 
His kingdom and righteousness (Matt. 6:33).  How can our youth find the husband or 
wife they need, especially within the Reformed Community which is very small?  The 
answer is that the Lord will provide.  He has promised that He would, and He is faithful.  
This doesn’t mean that you and your parents won’t need to look.  Isaac and Rebekah sent 
their son Jacob to where they knew he would be able to find a potential wife, one who 
would be qualified – to Laban’s house.  Jacob left and went there to find a wife, and the 
Lord provided one.  I believe that in His faithfulness He will do the same for you, if you 
set your heart to serve Him, and if it is His will for you to marry.   

The next thing we see is the agreement that Jacob and Laban made with regard to 
Rachel.  Laban was Rachel’s father, which meant that he had the right to give her in 
marriage or to withhold her (1 Cor. 7:36-38).  And so if Jacob wanted to marry Rachel – 
which he did because in the short time he knew her, he had come to love her, and because 
the reason he came there in the first place was to find a wife – he would have to come to 
some agreement with her father.  What they agreed was that Jacob would serve Laban for 
seven years for Rachel, after which, they would be married.  For those fathers here who 
have daughters who are yet to be married, this might be one way to get some work out of 
your son-in-laws, before they marry your daughters.  But seriously, you need to 
remember that the same right that was Laban’s is still yours today:  you have the right to 
give or to withhold your daughter in marriage.  You young ladies need to realize this too.  
In the past, the church would never marry any young man or woman unless they had their 
parents’ full consent.  Now the father would need to have a good reason not to agree to 
the marriage, if his son or daughter had their hearts set on it, but if he didn’t, it was his 
right to withhold her.  So Laban and Jacob made an agreement, and Jacob worked for 
Laban for seven years, and the Scripture says that they only seemed like a few days to 
Jacob, because of his love for Rachel.   

However, the last thing we see in Jacob’s getting his wife is Laban’s deceitfulness 
in giving him Leah, instead of Rachel.  After Jacob worked seven years, he came to 
Laban and asked for his wife (v. 21).  Notice that she was already Jacob’s wife, because 
of the agreement that he had with Laban, because of the engagement.  And so Laban 
arranged a great feast, and they celebrated the marriage.  But when the festivities were 
over, and it was time for Jacob to go in to his wife, he didn’t realize that Laban had 
substituted Leah for Rachel.  Apparently, the room was dark and no one asked any 
questions or volunteered any information.  Now when Jacob woke up in the morning and 
found that the girl with him was Leah, he went to Laban to ask him why he had deceived 
him.  His answer was that it was not their custom to marry the younger before the first-
born (an interesting fact that Laban had omitted when they made their agreement), but 
that he would be happy to give Jacob his wife Rachel, if he would serve him for another 
seven years (this custom may have been nothing more than an excuse to get seven more 
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years of work out of Jacob).  Jacob agreed, and when he completed his week with Leah, 
he then married Rachel.  Of course this meant that Jacob now had two wives, both of 
whom were sisters, which in those days wasn’t sinful because the Lord had not yet 
forbidden it (Lev. 18:18).  But we need to remember that Rachel was already Jacob’s 
wife when he married Leah, and so he needed to take her to himself as a wife as well.  
And so we see the Lord’s promise beginning to be fulfilled by His graciously providing a 
covenant wife, even two – with more yet to come – to his covenant child, Jacob.   

The second thing we see is the Lord begin to fulfill His promise to Jacob by 
giving him several children.  We see this in 29:31-30:24 (Read).  Now when the Lord 
saw that Leah was not loved as much by Jacob as Rachel, He opened her womb, but 
closed Rachel’s.  This shows us that God honored Jacob’s marriage to both of these 
women, but wouldn’t allow Jacob to show favoritism.  The Lord would later regulate 
marriage by making it a requirement that husbands love their wives and provide for them 
equally.  Moses wrote in Exodus 21:10, “If [a man] takes to himself another woman, he 
may not reduce her food, her clothing, or her conjugal rights.”  The Lord allowed Leah to 
have several children, to turn Jacob’s heart more towards her.  But we’ll see that it caused 
many more children to be born.  First, Leah had four sons, then she stopped bearing.  
Then, when Rachel saw that she wasn’t bearing, she gave her handmaid Bilhah to him as 
a wife, so that she could obtain children through her – as Sarah did through Hagar, and as 
was the custom of that day – and Bilhah had two sons.  When Leah saw that she had 
stopped bearing, she gave her maid Zilpah to Jacob as a wife, and she bore him two more 
sons.  After this, Jacob’s love was again stronger for Rachel, so much so that Leah had to 
make a bargain with Rachel to have Jacob come in to her.  The price was the mandrakes 
her son Reuben found in the field during the wheat harvest.  Mandrakes were also called 
“love-apples,” and were thought to promote procreation.  So Jacob went in to Leah, and 
she bore him two more sons and a daughter.  Then the Lord remembered Rachel, and 
allowed her to conceive, and she also bore a son.  All together, the Lord gave Jacob 
eleven sons and one daughter, certainly a much stronger foundation from which to 
multiply his children.  Now as we look at what we could almost call a competition to see 
who could have the most children, we might ask ourselves why these women seemed to 
be in such a frenzy to have them.  It could have been that they saw children to be much 
more of a blessing in those days, than we do today.  Some have suggested that it might 
have been that these women understood something of the promise God made to Jacob 
and so wanted to have a part in fulfilling it.  I think, however, when we look at their 
attitude through the whole thing, we need to see that their motivation seemed to be 
jealousy, and not godliness.  Each wanted Jacob to love her more.  Nevertheless, the Lord 
used them to bring about His purposes.  Again, He overrules the sins of men for His good 
purposes.  He was faithful to His promise to multiply Jacob’s seed.   

And so we see the Lord beginning to fulfill His promises by providing Jacob with 
four covenant wives and by giving him many children.  Finally, we see the Lord fulfill 
His promise to Jacob by prospering him materially.  We see this in 30:25-43 (Read).  
Finally, Jacob had a desire to return home.  And so he went to Laban to ask him to send 
him off.  But Laban didn’t want Jacob to go, because he knew that it was because of him 
that the Lord had blessed him.  And so Laban asked Jacob what it would take for him to 
stay.  Jacob said he would stay if Laban would give to him all the speckled and spotted 
sheep and goats, and all the black sheep, those fewer in number among the flocks.  In this 
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way, Jacob could never be accused of stealing any of Laban’s sheep or goats.  Laban 
agreed and so Jacob stayed.  But then we see something that is difficult to understand.  
We see Jacob putting rods of different kinds of wood – which were peeled, making white 
stripes in them – in front of the animals when they came to drink from the watering 
troughs.  When the animals saw them, they would mate, and when they mated, they bore 
striped, speckled, spotted offspring.  He would also put these rods in when the stronger 
mated and not the feeble, and they would do the same.  It almost looks as if somehow the 
rods were causing the animals to bear young with these kinds of markings on them.  But 
it’s more likely that somehow the rods made the animals mate, and the Lord simply 
caused the animals to bring forth the kind of young that would be Jacob’s.  In this way, 
most of the animals soon belonged to Jacob.  Either way, the Lord gave Laban’s flocks to 
Jacob to fulfill His promise to Him to take care of His needs.  The Lord not only gives a 
little, but as Paul says, He supplies exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think 
(Eph. 3:20).   

And so we see the faithfulness of the Lord displayed in beginning to fulfill the 
promises He made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in providing Jacob with wives, with 
children and with material goods.  And all this He did to bring about the greatest blessing 
yet to come, which was the sending of His Son into the world to be a blessing to all the 
nations.  This same faithfulness the Lord showed to Jacob through Jesus Christ, is the 
same faithfulness He still shows to us today for the sake of His Son.  I hope that these 
examples will encourage you that you also can trust the Lord, and that through His 
faithfulness to you, you will be encouraged also to commit your life completely to Him.  
The Lord is a covenant-keeping God.  Every good word He has promised you in Christ, 
He will fulfill.  Amen.   

 
 


