
“The Fear of the Lord” 
(2 Corinthians 5:10-11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered that time will eventually run out.   

a.  It’s running out for you, for me, for each one of us.   

(i)  Our time to worship the Lord on earth.   

(ii)  Our time to serve Him, to show how much we love Him by doing the 

things He asks us, even the difficult things.   

 

b.  But it’s also running out for our neighbors.   

(i)  For the people who live around us, the people we work with.   

(ii)  It’s running out for our parents, for our brothers and sisters, for our 

children.   

(iii)  One day all our time to reach them, all our opportunities, will be over.   

 

2.  And so if we would be wise, we need to make the most of our opportunities.   

a.  We need to redeem the time, to buy it up.   

(i)  We need to make sure that when we speak to others, our words are 

seasoned with grace.   

(ii)  We need to make sure not only that we speak in a way that shows 

genuine concern – because we are genuinely concerned – but that we 

speak the words of life to them – the Gospel – because it is the only way 

they will be saved.   

 

b.  In other words, we need to make sure that we’re not just Pilgrims making our 

way to Mount Zion.   

(i)  But that we are like Evangelist, pointing others to Christ.   

(ii)  Or like Helpful, helping others find their way out of their doubts and 

fears of receiving grace.   

(iii)  Or like Goodwill, trying to move others out of the way of Satan’s fiery 

darts and into the paths of safety.   

(iv)  If we do this, not only will we be a help to others to escape hell and 

make it to heaven, not only will we help ourselves as we travel on this 

road to heaven, but we will fulfill God’s purpose in our lives:  to be a 

witness of His Gospel of grace.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to consider another motive to help us in our 

endeavor:  the fear of the Lord.   

a.  This is something seldom heard in modern evangelical circles.   

b.  It’s not very popular, falling behind the atonement and hell as the doctrine 

people least like to hear.   
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c.  But it’s something we need to hear and take account of in our Christian 

pilgrimage.   

 

2.  Let’s consider:   

a.  First, what the fear of the Lord is.   

b.  And then, second, what the fear of the Lord can teach us.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is the fear of the Lord?   

1.  The Greek noun used here means fear or terror.   

a.  The adjective is used in the book of Hebrews and gives us a better idea of its 

force:  “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 

10:31).   

b.  Granted, this refers to unbelievers and with them it has a somewhat stronger 

meaning.   

c.  But the element of fear is still present for believers if we understand it 

properly.   

d.  For Christians, it generally means to have a profound respect, mingled with 

fear and affection.   

 

2.  God should be feared.   

a.  He is infinitely powerful, infinitely holy, and holds our destinies in His 

hands.   

b.  It’s His holiness in particular that men should fear, the very thing that makes 

Him lovely to the believer.   

(i)  God’s holiness is His infinite love of good and hatred of evil; it is His 

eternal purpose to reward righteousness and punish sin.   

(ii)  On the one hand, we love the Lord for His holiness, but on the other, we 

fear God for His holiness.   

(iii)  Our experience as Christians reflects both the grace that is in our hearts 

– in loving that holiness – and our remaining sin and corruption – by being 

afraid of it.   

(iv)  But let’s not forget that the fear of the Lord for the believer goes beyond 

merely a fear of punishment:  it is an affection that is produced by His 

grace.   

(a)  The unbeliever is terrorized by the holiness of God; it makes him hate 

God all the more.   

(b)  But the believer fears, respects, and loves the Lord for His holiness.   

 

3.  The fear of the Lord is to be part of our Christian experience.  As a matter of 

fact, it’s where the Christian experience begins.   

a.  If we are to understand anything that has to do with God or His will, it must 

begin here, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools 

despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7).  This is how Solomon begins his 

book of instruction for his children.   
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b.  If we are to learn true wisdom, it must begin with the fear of the Lord, “The 

fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 

One is understanding” (Prov. 9:10).   

c.  Conversely, true wisdom will lead us to the fear of the Lord, “Make your ear 

attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; for if you cry for 

discernment, lift your voice for understanding; if you seek her as silver and 

search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will discern the fear of the 

LORD and discover the knowledge of God” (Prov. 2:2-5).   

d.  We really don’t know anything as we should without it.   

e.  There is a reason God revealed His Law before He revealed before Gospel, 

and why we need to hear the Law before we will see our need for the Gospel 

– it is meant to evoke the fear of God in our hearts so that we will turn away 

from evil into the paths of righteousness.   

 

B.  Second, what is the wisdom we should learn from the fear of God?   

1.  First, it should teach us to live a holy life in preparation for the day of Christ’s 

Judgment.   

a.  One day we will give Him an account of our lives, “For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 

his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” 

(2 Cor. 5:10).   

(i)  This applies to everyone, to believer and unbeliever alike.   

(ii)  On that day, each one will give an account and each one will be 

recompensed according to what he has done.   

 

b.  Those who did the bad/evil works will receive justice.   

(i)  The Lord Jesus will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His 

fury (Psalm 2:5).   

(ii)  He will say, “Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire” (Matt. 

25:41).   

(iii)  Those will be the most terrifying and horrifying words anyone will ever 

hear.   

 

c.  But those who did the good/useful works will receive grace and a gracious 

reward:   

(i)  He will say, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (v. 34).   

(ii)  The author to the Hebrews speaks of both groups where he writes, “For 

ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth 

vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a 

blessing from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and 

close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned” (6:7-8).   

 

d.  Knowing we will give an account of our lives should do two things:   

(i)  It should cause us to do a close examination of ourselves to make sure we 

are true believers:   
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(a)  We can’t expect to leave this world a sinner and awaken there a saint.   

(b)  “The Day of Judgment is remote, your day of judgment is at hand, and 

as you go out in particular, so shall you be found in the general.  Your 

passing–bell and the archangel’s trumpet have both one sound to you.  

In the same condition that your soul leaves your body, shall your body 

be found of your soul.  You cannot pass from your death–bed a sinner, 

and appear at the great assizes, a saint” (Unknown).   

 

(ii)  And it should cause us to reform our lives where we see we are out of 

step with God’s Word.   

(a)  We need to take repentance seriously.   

(b)  Edwards’ resolutions again provide us with wisdom here.   

(1)  Resolution 7 states:  Resolved, Never to do any thing, which I 

should be afraid to do, if it were the last hour of my life.”   

(2)  Measure what you are doing or what you would like to do by this 

standard:  Would you still do it if you knew you would be standing 

before God inside of an hour?   

(3)  If you can honestly say yes, then go ahead; but if no, then you need 

to repent of that thing, whatever it is.   

(4)  Measure you your love for God and your neighbor:  is it what it 

should be?   

(5)  Consider your works, do they show that you truly love God and 

your neighbor?   

(6)  Is your life as it is now, where you want it to be when you stand 

before Christ then?   

(7)  If not, then repent, change, turn around, do the right thing, cast 

your sins behind you and run to Christ for His forgiveness, that you 

might stand before Him on that day blameless.   

 

2.  Second, the fear of the Lord also teaches us to reach out to others that they 

might escape this judgment:  “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we 

persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:11).   

a.  Hell is what waits for the unrepentant, and it is much worse than we think.   

(i)  God is the fire that burns in hell.   

(ii)  It is His presence in judgment, pouring out His wrath to all eternity 

against those who have rejected His authority, His goodness, and His 

mercy in Christ.   

(iii)  Consider what Edwards writes in his Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God:   

(a)  “O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a great furnace 

of wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you 

are held over in the hand of that God, whose wrath is provoked and 

incensed as much against you, as against many of the damned in hell. 

You hang by a slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath flashing 

about it, and ready every moment to singe it, and burn it asunder; and 

you have no interest in any Mediator, and nothing to lay hold of to save 
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yourself, nothing to keep off the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, 

nothing that you ever have done, nothing that you can do, to induce 

God to spare you one moment.—And consider here more particularly, 

 

(b)  It is everlasting wrath. It would be dreadful to suffer this fierceness 

and wrath of Almighty God one moment; but you must suffer it to all 

eternity. There will be no end to this exquisite horrible misery. When 

you look forward, you shall see a long forever, a boundless duration 

before you, which will swallow up your thoughts, and amaze your soul; 

and you will absolutely despair of ever having any deliverance, any 

end, any mitigation, any rest at all. You will know certainly that you 

must wear out long ages, millions of millions of ages, in wrestling and 

conflicting with this almighty merciless vengeance; and then when you 

have so done, when so many ages have actually been spent by you in 

this manner, you will know that all is but a point to what remains. So 

that your punishment will indeed be infinite. Oh, who can express what 

the state of a soul in such circumstances is! All that we can possibly say 

about it, gives but a very feeble, faint representation of it; it is 

inexpressible and inconceivable: for “who knows the power of God’s 

anger?” 

(c)  How dreadful is the state of those that are daily and hourly in the 

danger of this great wrath and infinite misery! But this is the dismal 

case of every soul in this congregation that has not been born again, 

however moral and strict, sober and religious, they may otherwise be. 

Oh that you would consider it, whether you be young or old! There is 

reason to think, that there are many in this congregation now hearing 

this discourse, that will actually be the subjects of this very misery to 

all eternity. We know not who they are, or in what seats they sit, or 

what thoughts they now have. It may be they are now at ease, and hear 

all these things without much disturbance, and are now flattering 

themselves that they are not the persons, promising themselves that 

they shall escape. If we knew that there was one person, and but one, in 

the whole congregation, that was to be the subject of this misery, what 

an awful thing would it be to think of! If we knew who it was, what an 

awful sight would it be to see such a person! How might all the rest of 

the congregation lift up a lamentable and bitter cry over him! But, alas! 

Instead of one, how many is it likely will remember this discourse in 

hell? And it would be a wonder, if some that are now present should 

not be in hell in a very short time, even before this year is out. And it 

would be no wonder if some persons, that now sit here, in some seats of 

this meeting-house, in health, quiet and secure, should be there before 

tomorrow morning. Those of you that finally continue in a natural 

condition, that shall keep out of hell longest will be there in a little 

time! Your damnation does not slumber; it will come swiftly, and, in all 

probability, very suddenly upon many of you. You have reason to 

wonder that you are not already in hell. It is doubtless the case of some 
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whom you have seen and known, that never deserved hell more than 

you, and that heretofore appeared as likely to have been now alive as 

you. Their case is past all hope; they are crying in extreme misery and 

perfect despair; but here you are in the land of the living and in the 

house of God, and have an opportunity to obtain salvation. What would 

not those poor damned hopeless souls give for one day’s opportunity 

such as you now enjoy!”   

 

b.  This is where your parents, your brothers and sisters, your children, your 

friends and neighbors, everyone you know who has not repented and believed 

and who dies in their sins will be for all eternity.   

c.  Knowing the fear of the Lord, we should try to warn them, to convince them 

of God’s holiness, of their sins, that they should fear God because He is holy, 

and of how they should turn from their sins to Christ and His mercy.   

d.  Let the fear of the Lord be another means to awaken your souls from sleep, 

another motivation to seek His kingdom, and to reach out to others while 

there is still time.   

e.  As Paul writes, “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but 

as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-

16).  Amen.   


