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(Genedis3)

l. Introduction.
A. Review.
1. We have been looking at God’ s Providence, His plan for His creation and all His creatures.
a TheBible saysthat God created dl things.
b. But that He dso sustains dl things. He preserves them and provides for them.
¢. And Heworksin dl thingsto give them the power to do things. He movesdl things ahead according to Hisplan,
but in such away that it does not force any of His creaturesto do anything against their will.

2. Last week, welooked at avery specid part of God’ s plavProvidence: namely, covenants.

a Covenants are agreements between at least two parties.

b. Covenants are how God relates to man.

c. Everyoneintheworld isin covenant with God.
(i) They areether in Covenant of Grace, through faith in Christ, which we’ll learn about morein the near future.
(i) Orthey’rein the broken Covenant of Works.
(i) Thisevening, we'll see how that covenant was broken.
(iv) Next week, we'll consider what the consequences of that broken covenant are.

B. Aswe saw before, God entered into a covenant with Adam.
1. Hepromised him eternd life if he obeyed, represented by thetree of life.
2. But He threatened death if he disobeyed.
3. But Adamdidn’t obey. He sinned, and ruined the whole human race.

[1. Sermon.
A. Firg, | want usto seethat Adam and Evefel away from God.
1. Ther responghility wasn't that complicated.
a God put them in the garden to cultivate it and keep it.
(i) Weunderstand cultivate: they wereto carefor the garden.
(i) Theword “keep” meansto guard or protect.
(iif) They were especialy to guard it against any intruders.
(iv) They werethe guardians of God'’ s holiness, for He dwelt in that garden.

b. But God aso gave them atest, aswe saw last week.
(i) They may eat of any of thetrees.
(ii) But not of thetree of the knowledge of good and evil.
(iii) If they ate of that tree, then in their disobedience, they would die.

2. Thiswasther test, but they failed.
a Anintruder entered the garden: the devil.

(i) How did he get there? It appears as though he aready lived there.

(i) Remember, at the end of the week, everything created — including al theangds —was good. Thefadl of the
angdshadn’t taken place yet.

(iii) It appearsasthough it might have happened in the garden.

(iv) Weread in Ezekid 28:12-16, “ Son of man, take up alamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, * Thus
saysthe Lord GOD, “Y ou had the sedl of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. Y ou werein Eden,
the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: The ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl,



the onyx, and the jasper; the lapislazuli, the turquoise, and the emerad; and the gold, the workmanship of your
settings and sockets, wasin you. On the day that you were created they were prepared. Y ou werethe
anointed cherub who covers, and | placed you there. 'Y ou were on the holy mountain of God; you waked in
the midst of the stones of fire. 'Y ou were blamelessin your ways from the day you were created, until
unrighteousnesswas found in you. By the abundance of your trade you were interndly filled with violence, and
you sinned; therefore | have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And | have destroyed you, O
covering cherub, from the midst of the ones of fire.”’”

(V) When this happened, it isbelieved he took athird of the angelswith him. Heis represented in the book of
Revdation asthe dragon, whose “tail swept away athird of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the earth”
(Rev. 12:4).

b. When he was cast down, thefirst thing he did was sought revenge by attacking these creatures madein God’s
image.
(i) Undoubtedly, he knew God’ s plan.
(i) God’swork with man was something angels longed to look (1 Pet. 1:12).
(iif) Hecame and tempted Eve, the weaker and more vulnerable of the two.
(iv) Sheate of theforbidden tree, and she gave some to her hushand, and he ate.
(v) Asareault, they both fell from God.

¢. Why did they choose to disobey God?
(i) Wedon't redly know.
(i) God made them upright and perfect, in acreaturely way (Ecc. 7:29).
(iii) But at that moment, sin looked better to them than righteousness.
(iv) Paul saysthat Evewasdeceived (1 Tim. 2:14), which might explain why she ate.
(v) Butwhy Adam did, wecan’t redly say. Hedidn't haveto.
(vi) Theremay have been aprovison for divine help that hedidn’t use.
(vii) Butwhy hedidn’tisamydery.

3. Therewere very serious consequencesfor their sn. What those were, we'll seein two weeks.

B. But we aso need to understand that when Adam sinned, when he ate of that tree, it had consequences not only for him,
but dso for everyone else.
1. Remember, the covenant wasn’t made only with Adam. 1t was made with al mankind.
a Apparently, in the case of the angels, each was put on probation at the sametime, but individualy.
(i) Thiswasbecausethey dl existed at the sametime.
(i) Aswewill seewasthe case with man, there were elect and non-elect angels.
(i) Paul wroteto Timothy, “1 solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen
angds, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothingina spirit of partidity” (1 Tim. 5:21).
(iv) Somewere chosen to stand that they might be ministers of salvation. The author to the Hebrews writes
regarding the holy angels, “ Arethey not dl ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those
who will inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14)?
(v) Theothersfell with Lucifer, as we saw, and became the demons.

b. But because of theway God ordained that man procreate, not al men would exist a the sametime.
(i) However, they were dill put on probation at the sametime.
(i) Butinstead of being put on probation individualy, they were tested through arepresentative head: Adam.
(iii) Hewasagood representative — the best we could hope for — perfect.
(iv) Hedid aswell as anyone could have.
(v) But hesinned, and al humanity snned and died in him.
(vi) Paul writesin Romans, “ Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin,



and o death spread to al men, because al sinned . . . through one transgression there resulted condemnation
todl men” (Rom. 5:12,18).

(vii) And hewritesin 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, “For since by aman came degath, by aman aso came the
resurrection of thedead. For asin Adam dl die, soadsoin Christ dl shdl be made dive”

2. Theonly Onewho escaped this curse was Chrigt.

a Hewasnot reckoned in Adam’sline.

b. Thisisbecause He had no earthly father.

¢. He had to be freefrom gin, if He wasto save usfrom sin.

d. Thisiswhat the Shorter Catechism hasin mind when it saysthat al mankind snned in Adam, “descending from
him by ordinary generation” (Q. 16).

e. Jesusdid not descend by ordinary generation. He was therefore not counted in Adam’ sline.

1. Application.
A. Whenever we sin, we show oursalves to be the children of Adam.
1. Adam snned and brought deeth and corruption on his children.
2. Whenever we sin, we see the effects of that fal in our own lives.

3.

We seeits effectsin othersaswell.

B. But we need to be thankful that God did not leave thingsthere: He had also planned to send a Redeemer.

1
2. Hewould dso diefor the sins His people committed.

3.

4. Those who receive Him receive His obedience and have their sn taken away. When we obey, aswe saw this

o o

This second Adam would do what the first failed to do.
And Hewould be offered to all men asa Savior from sin.

morning, we show oursalves to be the redeemed of Chrigt.

But those who don’t will sand in their own sins on judgment day.

Don't beleft standing without Chrigt. If you hear His voice today, turn to Him and trust in Him.

If you have heard it and are trusting Him, then show your thankfulness through alife set gpart for Him. Amen.



