
 

“The Faith of Rahab” 
(Hebrews 11:30-31) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The author has been showing us the results of faith in the lives of those 
who truly possessed it.  In doing this, he has been emphasizing the point for us, which 
James also tells us of, “Even so faith, if it has no works is dead, being by itself” (2:17).  If 
someone has true faith, living faith, then he will be able to see the invisible, he will be 
able to take hold of the promises of God; and in doing so, he will also gain God’s 
approval.  Now the author has given us many examples of this, and I believe that each 
one of them has enriched our understanding and our lives, as we have examined them.  
Tonight, he singles out two more examples, before he ends his list in a rapid fire of 
additional names and events.  These two examples are the taking of the city of Jericho 
and the sparing of Rahab the harlot.   
 
I.  First, let us look at the entrance of the Israelites into the Promised Land and their 

victory over the city of Jericho.   
A.  Last time we left off at the crossing of the Red Sea by Israel.   

1.   Remember that they were enabled by God to believe His promise that He would 
bring them safely across, and so they were able to cross in faith.  But when the 
Egyptians made an attempt at crossing, they were drowned, because they had no 
such promise, neither did they cross it in faith.   

2.  But remember too that not all Israel believed in the promise of God.  Really only 
a few did.   
a.  We looked at the event of the crossing of the Red Sea, and what happened 

afterwards to those who came out of Egypt, who were led by Moses.  What 
we saw was that they failed to trust in the Lord, and many were subsequently 
destroyed.   

b.  There is a psalm that was written to describe these very things.  The psalmist 
in writing it shows all of the people’s failings, and yet God’s long-suffering 
and patience with them.  Let me read you a portion of this psalm as a 
summary of what happened between the departure of Egypt and the taking of 
Jericho, which is what we are looking at this evening.  Just think of it as our 
evening Scripture reading.   

c.  In Psalm 106, beginning in verse 6, the psalmist writes, “We have sinned like 
our fathers, We have committed iniquity, we have behaved wickedly.  Our 
fathers in Egypt did not understand Thy wonders; They did not remember 
Thine abundant kindnesses, But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.  
Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of His name, That He might make 
His power known.  Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up; And He led 
them through the deeps, as through the wilderness.  So He saved them from 
the hand of the one who hated them, And redeemed them from the hand of 
the enemy.  And the waters covered their adversaries; Not one of them was 
left.  Then they believed His words; They sang His praise.  They quickly 
forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel,  But craved intensely in 
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the wilderness, And tempted God in the desert.  So He gave them their 
request, But sent a wasting disease among them.  When they became envious 
of Moses in the camp, And of Aaron, the holy one of the LORD,  The earth 
opened and swallowed up Dathan, And engulfed the company of Abiram.  
And a fire blazed up in their company; The flame consumed the wicked.  
They made a calf in Horeb, And worshiped a molten image.  Thus they 
exchanged their glory For the image of an ox that eats grass.  They forgot 
God their Savior, Who had done great things in Egypt,  Wonders in the land 
of Ham, And awesome things by the Red Sea.  Therefore He said that He 
would destroy them, Had not Moses His chosen one stood in the breach 
before Him, To turn away His wrath from destroying them.  Then they 
despised the pleasant land; They did not believe in His word,  But grumbled 
in their tents; They did not listen to the voice of the LORD.  Therefore He 
swore to them, That He would cast them down in the wilderness,  And that 
He would cast their seed among the nations, And scatter them in the lands.  
They joined themselves also to Baal-peor, And ate sacrifices offered to the 
dead.  Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds; And the plague 
broke out among them.  Then Phinehas stood up and interposed; And so the 
plague was stayed.  And it was reckoned to him for righteousness, To all 
generations forever.  They also provoked Him to wrath at the waters of 
Meribah, So that it went hard with Moses on their account;  Because they 
were rebellious against His Spirit, He spoke rashly with his lips” (vv. 6-33).   

d.  Now these are all the events which were described by the psalmist up until 
they actually entered into the land of Canaan.  And these were not all of their 
sins, for even after they had the work of the Lord in driving out the people of 
the land, they still rebelled and committed spiritual adultery by going after 
other gods.  There are certainly many things which we should learn from this.   

e.  Paul writes, “Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should 
not crave evil things, as they also craved.  And do not be idolaters, as some of 
them were; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood 
up to play.’  Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three 
thousand fell in one day.  Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and 
were destroyed by the serpents.  Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer.  Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of 
the ages have come.  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he 
fall.  No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and 
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you 
may be able to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:6-13).   

f.  There is much we can learn through the power of negative examples.   
 

B.  But there is also the power of positive examples, and that is what we see in the 
taking of Jericho this evening.   
1.  The purpose of the plagues and judgments of the Lord was to cause the people 

who had rebelled against Him at the border of the Promised Land, when they 
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listened to the ten evil spies and were sentenced to wander for forty years in the 
wilderness, to die off, so He could bring a new generation of people into the 
land.   

2.  But now they were ready to come in.  And the first obstacle that stood in the 
way in their conquest of the land, was Jericho.   
a.  “Jericho was the most important city in the Jordan valley . . . and the 

strongest fortress in all the land of Canaan.  It was the key to Western 
Palestine” (Easton, “Jericho”).   

b.  Since this was the stronghold which was protecting Canaan’s eastern border, 
it had to be overcome first, and the Israelites overcame it in a very 
remarkable way.   

c.  Typically, if an army was to conquer a walled city, they would need to lay 
siege to it.  This meant that they would encircle the city, cutting of its supply 
of food and water, and simply wait it out.  Often, cities had enough supplies 
within them to last for months and sometimes even for years.   

d.  But the Lord did not make them wait for years, or even for several months.  
Instead, He gave them the victory in only 7 days.  How did He do it?   

e.  Well, none of us would argue that the Lord couldn’t have done this in 7 
seconds, or even in an instant.  But instead, He chose to do it in seven days.  
And the way He did it was like this:  He told them to march around the city 
with their army once per day for six days, with seven priests marching before 
the ark blowing seven ram’s horns.  On the seventh day, they were to march 
around the city seven times, with the priests still blowing.  But at the end of 
the seventh time around, the priests were to blow a long blast on the horns, 
and the people were to shout, then the walls would fall down flat, so they 
could take the city.   

f.  Now we know today about the power of vibrations, both through the air from 
the horns and through the ground from the marching.  But I think we would 
all have to agree with Chrysostom, when he wrote, “The sounding of 
trumpets, though one were to sound for ten thousand years, cannot throw 
down walls, but faith can do all things” (JFB Ages 1143).  The collapse of the 
walls cannot be attributed to what the Israelites were doing.  But it can be to 
faith in the promises of God.  God said that if they did what He told them to 
do, the walls would fall flat.  They did it, believing the promise, and the walls 
fell flat.   

g.  Now, besides the fact that this again shows us the faithfulness of God, what 
else can we learn?   
(i)  Not wanting to treat this story as some kind of allegory, I can’t say, as 

some have said, that if you march around something seven times, that it 
will yield to you.  A heard once of a man who believed that if he marched 
around a girl that he was infatuated with seven times, that she would agree 
to marry him.  He tried it, but he failed to achieve the results he had hoped 
for.  She thought he was a little bit out of his mind.   

(ii)  But there is a legitimate application of this when it comes to the 
strongholds of the enemy.  They exist all around us in every area of our 
culture.  Now we can’t destroy them by marching around them seven 
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times, but we can believe the promises of God that if we will use the 
spiritual weapons of warfare which He has ordained for the battle, that He 
will work His purposes.  Sometimes the Lord allows these stronghold to 
stand for a while, so that their destruction at His hand will be all the more 
evident.  And at other times, when we engage them, their time is up and 
they fall when confronted with the truth of God’s Word and prayer.  One 
thing we can always be sure of from God’s Word, and that is that evil 
exists for no other reason than for God’s glory.  He allows it to exist to 
cause His people to trust in Him more, to be more thankful for their 
deliverance from it, and for His glory in the exaltation of His wrath against 
it, when He destroys it.   

(iii)  So let us not fear evil, but fear the Lord, and use the weapons He has 
given us to fight against the evil and injustice in our society, and more 
particularly, in His church.   

 
II.  But there is another act of faith mentioned here, and it is that of Rahab.  “By 

faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, 
after she had welcomed the spies in peace.”   
A.  Before Israel took the city of Jericho, Joshua first sent two men into it to spy it out.   

1.  The two men entered into Jericho, and came into the house of Rahab.   
2.  But the king heard that the two men had entered the city and into Rahab’s house, 

so he sent his soldiers to take them.   
3.  But she had hidden them under the stalks of flax on her roof.  And when the 

soldiers came to her house, she told them that the men had come, but had left 
through the gate in the evening.  She also urged them to pursue them quickly, 
for they would be sure to overtake them.  So they did.   

4.  After the soldiers were gone, she took the two men out, and helped them to 
escape by letting them down by a rope, since her house was on the wall of the 
city.  For this they promised that she and her family would be spared when the 
city was taken.  And as a matter of fact, they were the only ones who survived 
the destruction of the city.  Everyone else was utterly destroyed.   

 
B.  Now let us look a little more closely at this and see how the faith of Rahab saved 

her from destruction along with the rest of the city.   
1.  First, let us look at her confession of faith.   

a.  She said to the two spies, “I know that the Lord has given you the land” 
(Joshua 2:9).  She had heard the rumors about this people in the wilderness 
and their belief that God was going to give them the land of Canaan.  After 
all it had been announced by Moses to the nations which were on the border, 
just before the Lord destroyed them.   

b.  She also knew that the whole land in which she lived was afraid of them, for 
they had heard of what the Lord had done to Israel, in bringing them out of 
Egypt by drying up the Red Sea (even though that had happened over forty 
year ago), and what they had done to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites who were just beyond the Jordan (vv. 9-10).   

c.  Therefore, she said, “When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage 
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remained in any man any longer because of you; for the Lord your God, He is 
God in heaven above and on earth beneath” (v. 11).   

d.  She heard what God said and did, and she believed it.   
 

2.  Secondly, look at what her faith produced in the way of works.   
a.  She did not turn the spies over to the soldiers, but hid them and sent the 

soldiers out another way.  In other words, she did not just say she believed, 
she also acted upon her belief in God.   

b.  James writes, “And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified 
by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another 
way?” (2:25).  James is not saying that her works justified her in the sight of 
God, but he is saying that her works justified or verified the fact that she had 
true faith, “For,” he writes, “Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
also faith without works is dead” (v. 26).   

c.  A true and living faith will produce godly works in the lives of those who 
have it.   

 
3.  Lastly, look at what her faith in the promise of God resulted in for her.   

a.  She also acted upon faith when she asked the two spies to deal kindly with 
her and her family when they took the city.  And the men agreed that they 
would, as long as she did not expose them.  But she must tie the cord of 
scarlet thread by which she let them down in her window, and have her whole 
family in her house when the city was taken, or they would be free from their 
promise to protect her.  She agreed and they went.   

b.  And when the city was finally conquered, Rahab and her family were all 
spared.  And, as I mentioned earlier, Rahab became a part of the covenant 
community by faith.  She even married a prince in the household of Judah, by 
the name of Salmon.  Their son was Boaz, who also married Ruth.  And as 
you know, these were in the lineage of Jesus, the Messiah.   

c.  “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.”  No she didn’t 
perish, but became an honored member of the covenant people of God.   

d.  This is the blessing the Lord bestows upon those who will trust and believe in 
His Son.  This can be your blessing, if you will do the same.   

 
4.  But I would mention one more thing in closing, that which makes this example 

more special than the rest.   
a.  Up to this point, the examples of faith were all the patriarchs and those whose 

lives were generally not involved in the grosser kinds of sin.   
b.  But here is a woman who was a harlot, a prostitute, who received the 

covenant mercies of God, through faith in the promises.   
c.  During the time of Jesus, there were many prominent men among the scribes 

and Pharisees, who kept themselves outwardly from doing acts of sin, but yet 
their hearts were full of sin and they would not acknowledge that they were.  
But yet there were also many who had done many sinful things, had even 
lived lives of sin, who were convicted and who were turning to the Lord.  
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Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, “‘But what do you 
think?  A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, “Son, go work 
today in the vineyard.”  And he answered and said, “I will, sir”; and he did 
not go.  And he came to the second and said the same thing.  But he answered 
and said, “I will not”; yet he afterward regretted it and went.  Which of the 
two did the will of his father?’ They *said, ‘The latter.’ Jesus *said to them, 
‘Truly I say to you that the tax-gatherers and harlots will get into the 
kingdom of God before you.  For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax-gatherers and harlots 
did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so 
as to believe him’” (Matt. 21:28-32).   

d.  This shows us that it is not a person’s own works which makes them 
acceptable to God, but their faith.  God will much sooner receive a person 
who has lived an ungodly life, but who repents and believes in Christ, than 
He will a person who has lived an outwardly clean life, but who has no faith.   

e.  May this be an encouragement to you, if you have been saved out of a life of 
sin, whether great or small, that if you have turned to Christ in faith, and 
embraced Him and His promises, that the Lord can also greatly bless you and 
use you in His kingdom.   

f.  And may this be an encouragement to all of us that we should never look 
down our noses at any one, no matter how scarred their past may be.  If they 
have embraced the Lord Jesus Christ in faith, then they have been received 
by God.  And if they have been received by Him, who are we to reject them, 
or to think of them as unholy.  If we do, it’s only an indication that we are the 
unholy ones, and not them.   

g.  May the Lord apply His word to our hearts this evening, as we need to hear 
it.  Amen.   


