
 

“The Faith of Moses, Part 3” 
(Hebrews 11:23-29) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In Hebrews chapter 11, the author has been pointing us to several men and 
women of faith in the church’s past to show us the character of saving faith.  For the past 
two Lord’s Day evenings, we have been looking at what he had to say about Moses’ 
parents and about Moses himself.  The thing which keeps coming to the forefront in each 
of these examples is the fact that faith has the ability to see the promises of God so 
clearly that those who have it are willing to risk everything on the basis of them.  For 
instance, Moses had everything that anyone in the world could ever wish for.  He had 
position:  he was the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter, and may possibly have been in 
line for the throne of Egypt; he had wealth:  he would have legally inherited all of the 
princess’s wealth; and he had fame:  it appears as though he was a great warrior, with at 
least one great victory over the armies of Ethiopia.  But yet he was willing to give all of 
these things up in order to obtain the reward which God had promised by faith.  Brethren, 
God has also given to us many precious promises which are yes and amen in Jesus Christ.  
Christ has earned them for us through His works, and all we need to do is to embrace the 
promises and act upon them by faith, and we can gain what Moses also gained.  But the 
point is that we need to be willing to pay the same price.  There is a cost to following 
Christ.  We must die to ourselves and to the world.  We must follow wherever the Lord 
leads us.  But one thing we can be sure of:  wherever He leads us, though there may be 
difficulties and sorrows, yet there will also be great joy and reward.   
  Let us continue now to look at the life of Moses and find the encouragement that 
we need to follow in his footsteps.   
 
I.  The author continues, “By faith [Moses] left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 

king; for he endured, as seeing him who is unseen” (v. 27).   
A.  Last week, we ended at the point in Moses’ life where he had killed the Egyptian.   

1.  When he was forty years of age, he went out to visit his brethren, according to 
what Stephen said in Acts 7:23.   
a.  When he came, he saw an Egyptian, probably one of the task-masters, 

abusing one of the Hebrews, who also most likely killed him.   
b.  When Moses saw this, he took vengeance upon the Egyptian, perhaps as the 

avenger of blood, by killing him, and then he hid his body in the sand.   
 

2.  Moses didn’t think that anyone saw him, but he was wrong.   
a.  Stephen says, “On the following day he appeared to them [that is, the 

Hebrews] as they were fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them in 
peace, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren, why do you injure one another?’  But 
the one who was injuring his neighbor pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made 
you a ruler and judge over us?  You do not mean to kill me as you killed the 
Egyptian yesterday, do you?’  And at this remark Moses fled, and became an 
alien in the land of Midian” (Acts 7:26-29).   

b.  Now why did Moses run away?  We learn in the book of Exodus that Moses 
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did not think that anyone saw him, but they did.  He had looked carefully 
around to make sure that no one saw him, but apparently someone did.  And 
so when Moses heard what this Hebrew said, he became “afraid, and said, 
‘Surely the matter has become known.’”  And “when Pharaoh heard of this 
matter, he tried to kill Moses.  But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh 
and settled in the land of Midian” (Ex. 2:12, 14-15).   

 
B.  Now a problem arises here as to what the author of the Hebrews means when he 

says, “By faith, he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king.”   
1.  It appears from what we just read that Moses was afraid.  And he left Egypt in 

order to avoid being executed by Pharaoh.   
2.  How can we reconcile these two statements?   

a.  Well, some have suggested that this statement of the author doesn’t have to 
do with the first time Moses left Egypt, but the second time.  The second time 
is after all of the plagues, after God humbled Pharaoh and the Israelites were 
able to leave without any interference from them.   

b.  But the problem with this view is that it puts this verse out of order with the 
rest.  We would expect to read of their triumphal exit after the following 
statement regarding the Passover, for the Passover took place first, and then 
the people left.   

c.  Another problem is that when Moses and the Israelites left Egypt, they didn’t 
think that they had anything to fear from Pharaoh, for he was a beaten man, 
or so it seemed.  Pharaoh even pleaded with Moses to leave.  We do learn 
later that the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart again, so that he would chase 
after them.  But it probably didn’t appear to Moses at the time that he was 
going to do this.   

d.  So then, it seems as though this is referring to the time when Moses did leave 
Egypt, after killing the Egyptian.  What does the author mean by the fact that 
Moses was not afraid of the wrath of the king?   

e.  Well, it is true enough that Moses was afraid, for Pharaoh, when he found out 
about the murder of one of his subjects, tried to kill Moses.   

f.  But Moses’ departure from Egypt, the author tells us, was not on account of 
his fear of what Pharaoh might do.  Rather, it was an act of faith.  It is not an 
act of faith to run away from someone who is trying to kill you.  It is only not 
tempting God’s Providence to stay where you know your life is in danger.   

g.  We might better understand what the author says in this way, “By faith he 
left Egypt, not because he feared the wrath of the king.”  This is possible in 
the Greek language, and it better fits the context.   

h.  What was the act of faith then in his departure?  The author tells us in the 
next sentence, “For he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.”   
(i)  Now the author does not mean that Moses could actually see the invisible 

God.  Nor does he appear to be speaking about the Theophany which 
Moses saw on the Mount in the bush which burned but was not burned up.   

(ii)  Rather, he is talking about the faith which Moses had in the invisible 
God, by which he could see Him.  Remember, the author to the Hebrews 
already told us earlier in the chapter, “And without faith it is impossible to 
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please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (v. 6).  Faith is the only way that 
anyone can come to God, for God has not been pleased to give His people 
a picture of Himself, nor did He ever show Himself to many of His people, 
and those who did see Him, as Moses did later in his life, only saw a 
Theophany, a visible representation of God, not God Himself.   

(iii)  Moses endured, or persevered, in his calling to be the deliverer of the 
Hebrews, for he was looking to the invisible God to see him through.   

(iv)  Now you can see how this fits into the overall argument which the 
author is giving to his audience.  He has been exhorting them to leave the 
visible shadows of the Old Covenant system.  He has been telling them 
that the glories of the invisible New Covenant are much greater.  Here 
Moses leaves what he can see and touch and experience of Egypt, he gives 
it all up to follow the invisible God who has given promises which can’t 
be seen.  But yet he does it, because he has faith.  Faith makes what he 
can’t see real to him.   

(v)  Again, you can see how this applies to us.  We can’t see God or His Son.  
We can’t see heaven.  We don’t see the fulfillment of all of God’s 
promises in front of us, with God saying here they are come and get them.  
God is invisible.  Jesus is in heaven, where we can’t see Him.  Heaven is 
so far away, we can’t see it.  The rewards He promises are yet a long way 
off in the future.  But yet the Lord calls us to believe that He is, to trust in 
His Son for salvation, to believe His Word, and to obey it faithfully.  If we 
do, we too will receive the reward, as Moses did, the reward of eternal life 
and the eternal inheritance.  But we must endure, as seeing Him who is 
unseen.  We must believe, or we will never leave the pleasures of this 
world to seek after the glories of heaven.   

 
3.  But I want you to see in the life of Moses also an encouragement for our 

weakness of faith.   
a.  Did Moses perform flawlessly in his faith and obedience?  No.  He seemed to 

have a lapse in his faith when the Lord finally called him to go back to Egypt 
to take up where he left off.   

b.  After Moses had been a shepherd in Midian for about forty years, the Lord 
called Him to go back to Egypt.  Moses was pasturing the sheep of his father-
in-law, Jethro, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  And there God 
called to him from the midst of the bush, and commissioned him to go back 
to Egypt to deliver His people.   

c.  But did Moses jump at the prospect to begin where he left off?  No.  Moses 
kept trying to find excuses why the Lord should send someone else.  Moses 
asked, What if they ask me Your name, what shall I tell them?  And so the 
Lord told Him His name.  Moses asked, “What if they will not believe me, or 
listen to what I say?”  And so the Lord gave him two signs to perform to 
convince them that Moses was sent by God.  Moses then said, “Please, Lord, 
I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since Thou 
hast spoken to Thy servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”  But 
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the Lord told him that He is the One who makes man as he is, implying that 
He had made Moses just as He wanted him to be.  He also told him that He 
would be with him and teach him what he is to say.  But Moses finally said, 
“Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever Thou wilt,” the 
implication being, whomever you want but me.  And we read, “The anger of 
the Lord burned against Moses” (Ex. 3:13-4:14).   

d.  Now what was the problem.   
(i)  Was it that the Lord didn’t like so many questions, that He became angry?  

Sometimes we get angry when we are trying to get our children to do 
something, and they keep stalling because they really don’t want to.  I 
don’t think that this is the case, for the Lord reveals Himself as the One 
who is longsuffering and patient.  He wouldn’t become angry quite so 
easily.   

(ii)  Or was it that Moses really couldn’t speak very well and was 
embarrassed to be God’s spokesman?  I don’t believe that this was the 
case either, for we already learned from Stephen that “Moses was 
educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man of power 
in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22).   

(iii)  What was the problem then?  It was most likely that Moses was having a 
lapse in his faith.  Faith, or simple trust, is what is pleasing to God.  Doubt 
is not.  But why would Moses doubt?  Well don’t forget that Moses 
stepped out once already in the role of deliverer and the people did not 
understand what he was doing, and he consequently failed.  Perhaps he 
thought it was a weakness and failure on his part, and he was reluctant to 
try again.  But he was looking to himself and his own abilities, rather than 
to God’s.  And when the Lord sought to assure him that He would be with 
him and teach him what to say, and Moses still did not want to trust the 
Lord, this made God angry, for it showed that Moses really didn’t believe 
that God could or would do it.  And this is to call the truthfulness of God 
into question.   

 
e.  Now how does this help us?   

(i)  You know, as well as I, that there are times when our faith lapses, that is, 
it weakens or fails.  There are times when we are fully assured that we are 
doing what God calls us to do, and other times when we are afraid to do 
anything because we’re just not sure.  And when these times come our 
assurance in the grace and mercy of God also weaken, so that we may 
even wonder whether or not we are saved.   

(ii)  It’s sad to see, but it’s also encouraging to know that the great saints of 
the Bible also had lapses.  In just about every instance, you can find some 
great sin.  Noah, after the Lord saved him and his family from the flood, 
grew a vineyard, became drunk, and exposed his nakedness in his tent.  
Abraham lied concerning Sarah his wife, so that both Pharaoh and 
Abimelech took her into their houses.  Jacob stole his brother’s birthright 
and blessing through deception.  David committed adultery with 
Bathsheba and had her husband Uriah put to death.  Peter denied three 
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times that he even knew the Lord Jesus Christ.  And, of course, we have 
already seen this lapse on the part of Moses.  This doesn’t mean that this 
was the pattern of their lives.  The Bible says that those who make a 
practice of sin are not converted.  But it does tell us that even the greatest 
of saints still had to wrestle with it.   

(iii)  Now what are we to learn from this?  Are we to learn that it is alright to 
sin, or that it is alright to distrust or disobey the Lord?  God forbid!  Just 
look at the consequences that each of these sins brought on those who 
committed them, and I think that you will not want to follow in their 
footsteps.   

(iv)  So then what is it that is encouraging?   
(a)  It’s encouraging to know that those men and women the Lord mightily 

used in His kingdom were also sinners, such as we are.   
(b)  And it’s encouraging to know that there is forgiveness from the Lord 

for these sins.   
(c)  And it’s especially encouraging to know that the Lord can still use us, 

if He desires, after we have turned from our sins, and once again are 
walking by faith.  And He will even provide what it is that we need to 
serve Him.  Moses said that he couldn’t speak well enough to convince 
Pharaoh to let God’s people go.  But the Lord told him that He would 
be with Him and with His mouth and that He would use Moses in spite 
of himself.  Now if God could do this for Moses, can’t He do so as well 
for you and for me?   

(d)  I believe that if we would learn to trust the Lord more and our own 
hearts less, that God could use us more than we could imagine.  The 
thing that usually stops us from being more usable by the Lord than we 
are is our lack of faith.  We simply don’t believe that the Lord could 
use us or would use us.   

(e)  But brethren, if He calls us to do something by His Word, do you 
really think that He will leave us to do it on our own?  No.  But He 
usually will not give us the strength or spiritual ability we need to do 
something until we trust Him enough to step out in faith and begin.   

(f)  And after you have tested the Lord’s promises several times and find 
that He is true to His Word, you will find your faith growing, even as 
Moses’ did, and you will also find your life bearing more fruit for 
God’s glory.  This will not only make God more pleased with you, but 
it will also bring greater joy to your own life knowing that God has 
been pleased to use you for His service.   

(g)  Faith takes away our fear of man and the fear of the consequences that 
might happen to us if we choose to serve God.   

(h)  One other thing faith does is that it gives us boldness of access to God, 
to get the help that we need to serve Him.  Faith is the gift of God.  
Once He gives it, it enables us to embrace Jesus His Son.  And once it 
is ours, it gives us the ability to continue to come to Christ daily for 
much needed grace.   

(i)  I would close by inviting anyone here this evening who has not 
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embraced Jesus by faith and received His gift of everlasting life to do 
so now.  Jesus is the only One who can take away your sins.  He is the 
only One who can purify your heart and give you a desire to serve Him 
in righteousness.  If you have not believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
then do so now, and begin the much greater and much more glorious 
walk of faith.  Amen.   


