
“The Ethiopian Eunuch” 
(Acts 8:25-40)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered how Jesus broke down of the kingdom of darkness 
and advanced the Gospel into Samaria:   
a.  Satan had empowered Simon, who deceived the Samaritans with false signs 

and lying wonders.   
b.  But when Philip came preaching the Gospel, they immediately recognized his 

miracles to be more powerful; they listened to him instead.   
c.  Even Simon seemed to believe, was baptized, and began to follow Philip.   
 

2.  But we also saw that Simon’s conversion was false, and why it was:   
a.  The Samaritans had received the Gospel and had been baptized, but had not 

yet received the Spirit.   
(i)  Philip had this gift; he preached by the Spirit’s power, but he couldn’t 

give them the Spirit – in this sense, that is, the gift of His filling.   
(ii)  Peter and John had to come to bestow it:   

(a)  They had to lay their hands on the disciples.   
(b)  When they did, the Samaritans received the Spirit.   
(c)  Only one who had the authority to confer the Spirit could do so, and 

only the apostles did.   
(d)  The reason must have been that the Lord wanted His church to remain 

one:  united in one confession – the Scriptures were still being written – 
and in Spirit.   

(e)  He didn’t want a church of the Jews, one of the Samaritans, one of the 
God-fearers and one of the Gentiles.   

(f)  It’s sad today that there are so many denominations of Christians.   
(1)  Ideally, there should be one belief, one body, even though many 

local congregations.   
(2)  But our sin and weakness keeps that from happening.   
 

b.  However, when Simon saw the Spirit was given through the laying on of 
hands, he asked to buy this ability from the apostles.   
(i)  Peter was so offended by this – that Simon thought the Spirit was a 

commodity that could be bought and sold – that he immediately concluded 
from this that Simon was unconverted.   

(ii)  He told Simon what his end would be if he didn’t repent – that he would 
perish with his money.   

(iii)  But he also pointed Simon in the right direction to be saved:   
(a)  To repent of this sin:  which was his and all men’s duty, even if it is 

now outside of their power to do so (our sin in Adam makes us 
responsible for our own sinful condition).   
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(b)  And to pray that the Lord might change his heart so that he might 
repent and do what is right (repentance is sovereignly in the Lord’s 
hands, as it depends on the new birth to bestow the ability to repent and 
believe).   

(c)  Simon was still bound by the sin of his heart, and he needed the grace 
of God to change it:  we’ll see a perfect example of this in the evening 
message in the conversion of the apostle Paul.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  When the work was done there, it was time to move on.   
a.  We read that the apostles stayed in Samaria for a while to confirm the church.   

(i)  This shows us the importance of discipleship.   
(ii)  We shouldn’t be out merely to get conversions, but to make disciples 

(Matt. 28:19).   
 

b.  Then they headed back to Jerusalem, preaching to the Samarians they found 
on the way.  “So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of 
the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to 
many villages of the Samaritans” (Acts 8:25).   

c.  It’s possible that Philip accompanied them until they reached Jerusalem.   
(i)  Then an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip and told him to detour towards 

the southwest.   
(ii)  When he had done as the angel said, he found a caravan carrying a very 

important man who was on his way back to his own country.   
(iii)  The Lord had prepared this man to receive the Gospel both through his 

involvement with Judaism and by having him read Isaiah 53.   
(iv)  Philip began with this prophecy and preached the Gospel to him, with 

the result that the Ethiopian was saved by God’s grace.   
(v)  After he was baptized, he went back to his country, perhaps now as an 

evangelist rather than a mere court official, fulfilling what the Lord said 
through David in Psalm 68:31, “Envoys will come out of Egypt; Ethiopia 
will quickly stretch out her hands to God.”   

 
2.  Here we have the story of the Ethiopian eunuch’s conversion, by whom Ethiopia 

may first have heard the good news about Christ.  We’ll see three things in our 
text:   
a.  First, we see the Spirit of the Lord bring Philip to the Ethiopian.   
b.  Second, we see the Spirit bring the Ethiopian to Christ.   
c.  Finally, we see the Spirit bring Christ to Ethiopia and to others through the 

ministry of the Ethiopian and Philip.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see the Spirit of the Lord bring Philip to the Ethiopian.   

1.  The Spirit directs Philip into the wilderness.  “But an angel of the Lord spoke to 
Philip saying, "Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to 
Gaza." (This is a desert road.)  So he got up and went” (vv. 26-27).   
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a.  Once the apostles had finished preaching the Gospel in Samaria, they 
returned to Jerusalem:   
(i)  Philip either remained in Samaria.   
(ii)  Or he returned with them to Jerusalem.   
 

b.  While in Samaria, or while on his way to Jerusalem, he was redirected by an 
angel, telling him to go further south.   
(i)  Samaria was north of Jerusalem, so he already would have needed to go 

south to get there.   
(ii)  But the angel told him to go further south to a road that goes from 

Jerusalem to Gaza, a city formerly inhabited by the Philistines.   
(iii)  Notice angels weren’t given the task of preaching the Gospel – men 

were – but they were given the task of helping and directing those who do.   
(iv)  We shouldn’t expect to see angels today – although we may, if the Lord 

wills – but they are still at work ministering to us and directing us as we 
minister in the name of Christ.   

(v)  The Lord also directs us by His Providence.   
 

c.  And Philip went, without question and without knowing why.   
(i)  Sometimes, perhaps most of the time, we don’t know why the Lord 

chooses a specific path for us.   
(ii)  But we can know there is always a good purpose behind it (Rom. 8:28).   
 

2.  Unknown to Philip, a very important man was traveling that road:  the Ethiopian 
eunuch:  “And there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come 
to Jerusalem to worship” (v. 27).   
a.  Ethiopia is in Northeast Africa, a long way from Jerusalem:   

(i)  It was probably closer to Israel in those days than today, just south of 
Egypt.   

(ii)  The Lord said in Isaiah 52 that He would bear His holy arm in the sight 
of all the nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of 
God (v. 10).    

(iii)  Jesus said in Acts 1 that they would bring the Gospel to those far off.   
(iv)  We see this beginning to happen here.   
 

b.  This man was a court official who had charge of the queen’s royal treasure, 
but he was also a eunuch.   
(i)  To be a eunuch could mean two things:  an official or one emasculated or 

both.  Queens would often use eunuchs in their court; some would even 
emasculate their male children at birth to prepare them for this office.   

(ii)  In the Old Covenant, one in this condition could never enter the assembly 
of the Lord.   
(a)  This isn’t understood by many to mean they could not be Jews or 

saved, but that they could not enter into the assembly of worshipers 



4 

and/or into an office in the Temple if they were children of Levi or 
Aaron.   

(b)  Here is another boundary that will be breached, for not only will the 
eunuch be saved, he will be brought into the family of God and given a 
name better than that of sons and daughters.   

 
(iii)  He was the chamberlain or steward of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians:  

(Candace is basically a title for the queen of Ethiopian, like Pharaoh or 
Caesar), who had the great responsibility of caring for her treasure.   

 
c.  Some believe he was a proselyte to Judaism and was circumcised.  Others 

believe he was a God-fearer.   
(i)  If this is the case, then Peter was not the first to bring the Gospel to the 

Gentiles.   
(ii)  Certainly, he believed in the Jewish God and had come to Jerusalem to 

worship.   
(iii)  How had he learned about Judaism?   

(a)  The Ethiopians had to do with the Jews and with Egypt, being just 
south of Egypt.   

(b)  Ethiopia was also a center of commerce between Africa and southern 
Asia, very famous for its wealth.   

(c)  It was very likely that Judaism had spread to that place, which is why 
the Ethiopian had come to Jerusalem to worship.   

(d)  It was to this man that the Spirit was bringing Philip.   
 
B.  Second, we see the Spirit bring the Ethiopian to Christ.   

1.  He does so first by joining Philip to his chariot.  “And he was returning and 
sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, ‘Go up and join this chariot.’  Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah 
the prophet, and said, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  And he said, 
‘Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him” (vv. 28-31).   
a.  This was the reason the Spirit compelled him into the wilderness:  that he 

might evangelize this man, and through him, Candace and all of Ethiopia.   
b.  The Ethiopian was returning from Jerusalem and thought he was done with 

his business there, but not in the Lord’s mercy.   
(i)  It seems that while he was in Jerusalem, he hadn’t come into contact with 

the apostles or the Gospel:  probably because the persecution had driven 
them underground.   

(ii)  But the Lord still determined to show mercy on him:   
(a)  He said through Isaiah the prophet:  I permitted Myself to be sought 

by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by 
those who did not seek Me.  I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ to a nation 
which did not call on My name” (65:1).   

(b)  The Lord sent Philip to bring the Gospel to him before he returned to 
his own country.   
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(c)  This is a great example of how we might be used by the Lord to speak 
to others about the Gospel while we’re traveling.  Even though we 
don’t know them, we know they have a great need.   

 
2.  Notice what the Ethiopian was reading:  the scroll of Isaiah.   

a.  This again shows us his importance and wealth:  not everyone could afford to 
have copies of the Scriptures.   

b.  Apparently, he was reading it out loud, because Philip heard him:   
(i)  Either for his own benefit or he was reading to others.   
(ii)  It’s possible he was reviewing what he had heard expounded in 

Jerusalem – trying to understand who the prophet was speaking about:   
(a)  The Scripture will only do us good if we try to understand them.   
(b)  And if we try, if we seek to know them, the Lord will open them to us.   
 

c.  Philip asked him whether he understood what he was reading:  The eunuch 
said he couldn’t understand unless someone explained it to him, and so he 
invited Philip to come and help him:   
(i)  He wasn’t an unintelligent man – an office such as his wouldn’t be given 

to someone incompetent.   
(ii)  And he wasn’t completely ignorant of Scripture – he was reading the 

scroll of Isaiah, something we shouldn’t assume was a first for him, as 
well as other books.   

(iii)  But he needed help.  He was humble – most won’t admit the fact they 
don’t know and ask.  We have not because we ask not.  The first step to 
learning something is to admit we don’t know the answer.   

(iv)  The eunuch strongly desired to know, to have someone teach him, and 
so he invited Philip to sit with him.   
(a)  The Lord has given teachers to His church for this very purpose:  that 

they might learn.   
(b)  Philip didn’t rebuke him and tell him he didn’t need a teacher.   
(c)  It’s true we don’t need man’s opinion, but we do need those gifted by 

the Lord and given to us as teachers.   
(d)  We need to recognize we don’t know everything and allow ourselves 

to be taught, all the while judging all things by Scripture (Acts 17:11).   
 

3.  What was he reading that he didn’t understand?  Isaiah 53.   
a.  Philip found that the Spirit had directed the eunuch to a passage dealing 

specifically with Jesus.  “Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading 
was this:  ‘He was led as a sheep to slaughter; and as a lamb before its shearer 
is silent, so He does not open His mouth.  In humiliation His judgment was 
taken away; who will relate His generation?  For his life is removed from the 
earth’” (vv. 32-33).    

b.  He asked who the prophet was speaking about – himself or someone else:  
and from this passage Philip preached the Gospel of Christ to him (vv. 34-
35):   
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(i)  That He would die:  He was led as a sheep to the slaughter – to die on the 
cross.   

(ii)  That He would die unjustly:  That justice would be taken away in His 
case:  In humiliation, His judgment was taken away – that is a righteous 
judgment:  He was innocent, but declared to be guilty.   

(iii)  That He would die patiently:  like a lamb before its shearers.  When 
threatened and reviled, He reviled not again.   

(iv)  The question is also asked who would tell His generation or His 
contemporaries, since His life will be taken from Him?  The answer of 
course would be those whom the Lord has chosen and sent.   

(v)  Henry indicates that the Jews before the coming of Christ considered this 
to refer to the Messiah, but they will not interpret it that way any longer.   

 
4.  The result was that the Ethiopian eunuch believed and was baptized (vv. 36-38).   

a.  Jesus said that those who believe must be baptized (Mark 16:16), and so the 
eunuch requested baptism – we should assume that Philip taught this to him.   

b.  He saw some water and thought now would be a good opportunity.   
(i)  He asked Philip if there was anything he was aware of that might prevent 

him from receiving this mark of God’s ownership.   
(ii)  If there was some reason not, he would wait – he didn’t demand to be 

baptized.  But if not, he wanted to be baptized right away:  a good 
indicator that the eunuch wanted to follow Christ right away.   

(iii)  If you’ve received what baptism signifies – the circumcision of the 
heart, the washing of regeneration by the Spirit, and you haven’t been 
baptized, then you should not put off receiving the sign.   

 
c.  Philip told him that if he believed with all his heart, he may be baptized.   

(i)  Notice, not with the head only – not an intellectual persuasion of the truth 
– but from the heart embracing these truths as his life – this was the 
evidence that he truly was the Lord’s.   

(ii)  So the eunuch confessed:  I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God:  
that He was not only a man, not only the Messiah (Christ), but that He is 
the Son of God and that there is salvation only in Him.  Apparently, Philip 
explained things quite fully to him.   

(iii)  And so on this profession, Philip baptized him.   
 
C.  Finally, we see the Spirit bring Christ to Ethiopia and to others through the 

ministry of the Ethiopian and Philip.  “When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but 
went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 
through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea” 
(vv. 39-40).   
1.  First, we see the Spirit snatched Philip away, as soon as they came up from the 

water.   
a.  Apparently, since the eunuch understood Judaism, things began to fall into 

place as they will with Paul.   
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b.  The Lord directed Philip to go another way:  he didn’t need to stay and teach 
him further.   

c.  And so the Spirit took Philip away:   
(i)  Perhaps we are to understand that the eunuch saw him snatched away, so 

that it confirmed the teaching of Christ to him.    
(ii)  But Philip suddenly found himself at Azotus, thirty miles north of Gaza, 

and he continued to go through towns and villages preaching the Gospel 
until he came to Caesarea, where he settled down (as we see in 21:8).   

 
2.  As for the Ethiopian, he went on his way rejoicing that he was now joined to 

Christ.   
a.  He went back home, returned to his responsibilities, but began doing his 

work to God’s glory and honor.   
b.  He also, as tradition tells us, brought this Gospel to his land.  Easton writes, 

“There is a tradition that Candace was herself converted to Christianity by 
her treasurer on his return, and that he became the apostle of Christianity in 
that whole region, carrying it also into Abyssinia.  It is said that he also 
preached the gospel in Arabia Felix and in Ceylon, where he suffered 
martyrdom.”   

c.  The Gospel continued to advance, and now it had bridged another cultural 
barrier, as Isaiah said it would:  “Thus says the Lord, ‘Preserve justice and do 
righteousness, for My salvation is about to come and My righteousness to be 
revealed.  How blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who 
takes hold of it; who keeps from profaning the Sabbath, and keeps his hand 
from doing any evil.  Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord 
say, ‘The Lord will surely separate me from His people.’  Nor let the eunuch 
say, ‘Behold, I am a dry tree.’  For thus says the Lord, ‘To the eunuchs who 
keep My Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My covenant, 
to them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, and a name 
better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
which will not be cut off’” (56:1-5).   

d.  I hope this has encouraged us to allow the Lord to use us more fully in His 
service:  He gives us the greatest honor we could possibly have:  to bring the 
Gospel to the lost that they might be saved.   

e.  This evening, we’re going to see how the Lord overcomes one of His greatest 
opponents, turning him into one of His greatest champions of the faith.  
Amen.   


