
”The Eternal Fire” 
(Matthew 25: 41 1 

Introduction: We have been looking over the past few weeks at the 
probation of Adam in the garden on behalf of the human race, his 
subsequent fall into sin and that of the whole human race, and the 
implications of that fall upon all his posterity. It produced 
spiritual death in his offspring, so that all of Adam’s race are 
born completely dead to the things of God. It produced physical 
death, so that all of Adam’s posterity experience physical 
degeneration and death. And it produced judicial death, so that 
all of Adam’s children are under the just sentence of condemnation. 
What we will want to look at this evening is the ultimate 
consequence of this judicial death if it is not remedied in this 
life by the saving work of Christ, appropriated by faith in Him. 

In Matthew 25, we have the words of Christ relating to the 
events of His Second Coming and the subsequent judgment of all men 
at the final day. On that day, all the nations of the earth will 
be gathered together and separated before Him into the sheep, who 
are Christ’s people, and the goats, who are not. The King will 
then judge each and every individual among them according to what 
they had done in this life, for that is indicative of the condition 
of their heart, and it is the just basis for their reward or 
punishment. First, He judges the sheep at His right hand, the 
right hand being the place of blessing, commending them for their 
good deeds and pious acts which they persevered in, which also 
demonstrate that they had experienced the new birth. These are 
God’s elect. To them, Christ gives the kingdom which was prepared 
for them even before the foundations of the world were laid. Then, 
He judges the goats, at His left hand, the left hand being the 
place of cursing--in Latin the word for left is sinister, from 
which we derive our English word ”sinister.” These too are judged 
according to their works, but there is no commendation for them, 
but condemnation, for their works reveal that they had not 
experienced the new birth, but that they were steeled in 
selfishness and rebellion. Upon them, Christ pronounces the very 
horrible and terrifying judgment, ”DEPART FROM ME, ACCURSED ONES, 
INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS 
ANGELS.” And at the end of the chapter, Christ says, ”AND THESE 
WILL GO AWAY INTO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.” These are the reprobates, 
those who would not receive the mercy of God in order to be saved. 
What they receive instead are the consequences of Adam’s sin and 
all their subsequent sins in the outpouring of God’s eternal wrath. 
And what you need to see this evening is, 

The punishment for sin in the world to come is everlasting 
separation from the comfortable presence of God and the most 
horrible torments in the fires of hell forever. 

I. All of God’s Creatures, No Matter How Miserable They May Be on 
Earth, All Receive Some Comfort from God. 
A. The Bible Tells Us that God Is Good to all of His Creatures. 

1. ”EVERY GOOD THING BESTOWED AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM 
ABOVE, COMING DOWN FROM THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM THERE 
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IS NO VARIATION, OR SHIFTING SHADOW” (James 1:17) .  
2. God is good to all men, not only to the righteous, but 

He bestows His benevolence on the wicked as well. 
a. Jesus said, ”BUT I SAY TO YOU, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, 

ANn PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU IN ORDER THAT 

FOR HE CAUSES HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND THE 
YOU MAY BE SONS OF YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN; 

GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE 
UNRIGHTEOUS” (Matt . 5: 44-45). 

b. And Christ tells us in Luke 6:35-36, ”BUT LOVE YOUR 
ENEMIES, AND no won, AND LEND, EXPECTING NOTHING 
IN RETURN; AND YOUR REWARD WILL BE GREAT, AND YOU 
WILL BE SONS OF THE MOST HIGH; FOR HE HIMSELF IS 
KIND TO UNGRATEFUL AND EVIL MEN. BE MERCIFUL, JUST 
AS YOUR FATHER IS MERCIFUL.” 

3. So then, everyone of God’s creatures enjoys His 
goodness, no matter how wicked they might be. Everyone 
of them receives good from God’s hand every day of 
their lives. 

4. And seeing that no one of God’s creatures deserves 
anything, since all have lost any claim on the goodness 
of God through the Fall, whatever good thing they may 
have, i t is undeserved. 
a. What all men deserve, on account of the Fall, is 

b. But not everyone is cast into hell immediately, but 
everlasting wrath in hell fire. 

they enjoy time on this earth, friendships, love, 
family, houses, cars, food, and many other things. 

c. All men deserve unmitigated agony in God’s wrath 
poured out upon them immediately. 

d. But God gives to them life, and comfort and 
well-being, and a space of time to repent from 
their sins and to turn to Christ. 

B. Furthermore, No Matter How Miserable His Creatures May Be 
in this Life, They Are Still the Recipients of this 
Goodness from God. 
1.  The poorest person on earth, if he has anything, still 

has it because of the goodness of God to him. 
a. Whatever morsel of food he possesses, he does not 

b. Even his very life and being is a gift from God, 
deserve it. 

which is also undeserved. 

2. The most wretched and wicked person on earth has some 
goods and comforts which he doesn’t deserve. 
a. Any ease of conscience, any comfort of friends, any 

b. Everything that he possesses in the world is a gift 
love from family members, all are undeserved good. 

from God. 

3. Even those who suffer the most agonizing disorders on 
earth, have some measure of comfort when their present 
state is compared with hell. 
a. There are some illnesses which are accompanied by 
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tremendous pain. 
b. Some are the victims of severe accidents which leave them 

with chronic pain, crippled and suffering. 
c. But no matter what the affliction is that may be 

suffering in this life, it is by far better than 
what awaits anyone in hell. 

11. In the World to Come, All Comforts of any Kind Will Be Removed and 
the Unbeliever Will Suffer Unmitigated Torment in Hell Forever. 
(The doctrine of hell is a terrible doctrine, but a true one, 
one that Jesus Himself spoke more of than any other person in 
the Scriptures. We don’t like to think about it; sometimes we 
purposely put it out of our minds, but it is true none the 
less, and it is something which is an imminent danger for 
anyone who is outside of Christ.) 

A. Hell Is a Place of Unspeakable Torment and Agony with 
Absolutely no Relief. 
1.  Those in hell are tortured both in the mind and in the body. 

a. In that place their agony does not only consist in 
the thoughts of pleasures missed in heaven, their 
minds are also tormented and driven almost mad by 
their sufferings. 

suffer physical pain as well. 
ti) There is a time when they are disembodied 

b. The Bible also tells us that the damned in hell 

spirits in the intermediate state. 
tii) During this time, they still feel pain and agony. 

tiii) But the time of the resurrection will come 
when they receive their immortal bodies, which 
will be tormented in hell’s flames forever. 

2. They are tortured by God, the devils, other damned 
souls, and themselves. 
a. God’s presence is not removed from hell, but God is 

the fire which burns in hell. 
ti) 

tii) 

tiii) 

Moses warned the children of Israel against 
spiritual adultery by saying, ”SO WATCH 
YOURSELVES, LEST YOU FORGET THE COVENANT OF 
THE LORD YOUR GOD, WHICH HE MADE WITH YOU, AND 
MAKE FOR YOURSELVES A GRAVEN IMAGE IN THE FORM 
OF ANYTHING AGAINST WHICH THE LORD YOUR GOD 
HAS COMMANDED YOU. FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD IS A 
CONSUMING FIRE, A JEALOUS GOD” (Deu. 4:23-24). 
The psalmist writes, ”WHO UNDERSTANDS THE 
POWER OF THINE ANGER, AND THY FURY, ACCORDING 
TO THE FEAR THAT IS DUE THEE?” (Ps . 90 : 1 1 ) . 
God’s wrath, when it is poured out, is often in 
the form of fire. In Numbers 11: 1-3, Moses 
writes, ”NOW THE PEOPLE BECAME LIKE THOSE WHO 
COMPLAIN OF ADVERSITY IN THE HEARING OF THE LORD; 
AND WHEN THE LORD HEARD IT, HIS ANGER WAS KINDLED, 
AND THE FIRE OF THE LORD BURNED AMONG THEM AND 
CONSUMED SOME OF THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CAMP. THE 
PEOPLE THEREFORE CRIED OUT TO MOSES, AND MOSES 
PRAYED TO THE LORD, AND THE FIRE DIED OUT. SO THE 
NAME OF THAT PLACE WAS CALLED TABERAH (which 
means burning), BECAUSE THE FIRE OF THE LORD 
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BURNED AMONG THEM. ” 

presence of God in all of His wrath and fury 
being poured out in everlasting retribution. 

(iv) Hell is not the absence of God, but it is the 

b. The devils also torment the damned souls in hell. 
ti) The devils are not outside of the flames 

torturing those who are in them, but are in 
the flames and agony as well. 

damned souls, in that they are writhing in 
unabated torment, screaming out blasphemies 
and lashing out from side to side because of 
their own agonizing pain. 

(ii) But their presence is also torturing for the 

c. Other damned souls in agony all around the wicked 
also increase their agony in the same way. 

d. And the wicked torment themselves by their memories 
and consciences, and in their eternally unsatisfied 
passions and lusts. 
ti) There is no longer any of God’s restraining 

power exerted against the wickedness of their 
indwelling corruptions. 

the violent torments of their soul and in the their 
uncontrollable and never satisfied lusts, which are 
like raging flames in their hearts. 

of this evil in their lives, are now gone 
forever, never to return again. And they will 
feel the fullness of their wicked state. 

(ii) Now the full power of that wickedness is felt in 

(iii) God’s grace and mercy, which restrained much 

B. But It Is also True that Their Agony in Hell Will Be Increased 
in Proportion to the Sin that They Committed in this Life. 
1.  All have the same measure of original sin, but not of 

actual sin. 
a. All of us are equally guilty of Adam’s first 

transgression, and therefore come into the world 
liable to the torments of hell. 

b. But everyone is not going to suffer the same degree 
of torment, because everyone sinned in differing 
degrees against God in life. 

2. With each sin that an individual commits in his life, 
the fires of hell grow hotter and hotter. 
a. Jesus plainly tells us that each individual will be 

judged according to how much light he had, and what 
he did with that light. 
ti) In the context of His Second Coming and of the 

final judgment, He says, ”AND THAT SLAVE WHO 
KNEW HIS MASTER’S WILL AND DID NOT GET READY 
OR ACT IN ACCORD WITH HIS WILL, SHALL RECEIVE 
MANY LASHES, BUT THE ONE WHO DID NOT KNOW IT, 
AND COMMITTED DEEDS WORTHY OF A FLOGGING, WILL 
RECEIVE BUT FEW” (Luke 12:47-48). 

(ii) Each person will be judged according to the sins 
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3. 

that he has committed. Paul writes, ”BUT BECAUSE 
OF YOUR STUBBORNNESS AND UNREPENTANT HEART YOU ARE 
STORING UP WRATH FOR YOURSELF IN THE DAY OF THE 
WRATH AND REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF 
GOD, WHO WILL RENDER TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS 
DEEDS” (Rom. 2: 5-61. 

b. A single sin demands that an individual be cast 
forever into hell. The second sin, if it is a sin 
of equal wickedness, will heat hell twice as hot. 
And with each subsequent sin, hell becomes that 
much hotter for the damned. 

Jonathan Edwards has commented, that the damned in hell 
would give all the world, and all else besides if they 
could have the number of their sins to have been one 
1 ess . 

Furthermore, the Agonies of Hell Are Increased by the Fact 
that Hell Can Behold Heaven. (Read Luke 16:19-31). 
1 .  The parable of the rich man and Lazarus shows us that 

those in hell remember what happened in this world. 
a. This means that they will remember the good things 

b. They will remember the opportunities that they had 

c. They will remember thinking that hell was not a 

that they enjoyed. 

for obtaining salvation. 

real place, but just a fairytale, or a figment of 
someone’s demented imagination, or a story that was 
made up to frighten children. 

d. The reality that they heard these things, and did 
not heed the warnings, but rejected them in their 
hearts, will increase their torment even more. 

2. On the Day of Judgment, the wicked will see the 
righteous enter into eternal glory, while they 
themselves are cast into the fiery furnace, and they 
will remember that terrible time and the words of God’s 
judgment, ”DEPART FROM ME, ACCURSED ONES, INTO THE 

HIS ANGELS” (Matt . 25: 41 ). 
3. And in hell, the wicked will see the righteous enjoying 

the bliss of heaven while they themselves are agonizing 
from within and without, even as the rich man was 
tormented in the flames while he beheld Lazarus being 
comforted in the bosom of Abraham. 

ETERNAL FIRE WHICH HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND 

D. And This Agony Will Endure Forever and Forever, to Time 
without End. 
1.  There is no annihilation of the wicked, and no end to 

their suffering. 
a. Annihilation is the belief that there is no eternal 

punishment, but only a total destruction of 
one’s existence. 

b. Many cults believe in annihilation today such as 
the Jehovah’s witness. They say that God would 
never sentence anyone to such punishment. 
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C. 

d. 

But those who say such things forget that sins 
committed against an infinitely holy God, can only 
be punished by infinite punishment. And since no 
one can endure infinite punishment, the duration of 
their punishment that is meted out must go on 
forever, and yet never be satisfied. They will 
never suffer enough to pay for their sins. 
But here are several reasons that Jonathan Edwards 
gives us as to why annihilationism is not biblical. - 

ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

The Bible teaches that the wicked will undergo 
eternal punishment. The same word ”eternal” 
which is used for eternal life, is used for 
eternal death. ”AND THESE WILL GO AWAY INTO 
ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS INTO 
ETERNAL LIFE” (Matt. 25: 461. 
This punishment the Bible speaks of includes 
pain, annihilation does not. Remember the 
rich man was tormented in the flames. 
It would be impossible that there could be 
degrees of punishment if the damned were 
utterly destroyed. All would suffer the same 
thing. 
Men would never know their judgment if 
annihilation were their punishment. If they 
ceased to exist, then how would they be 
punished. 
And lastly, it could not be said of the wicked 
that it was better for them if they had never 
been born, for never to have been born and to 
be annihilated result in the same thing. 

2. The wicked in hell would give anything to be 
annihilated, for that would put an end to their 
punishment, rather than to continue to suffer 
unimaginable torments in their souls and bodies for the 
rest of time without end. 

111.  Application: The doctrine of hell is a terrible doctrine, 
but Christ, and all of His servants preached it. They 
preached it in order that those who heard may flee from that 
day of God’s coming wrath into the safety of God’s Messiah. 
A. Has Christ saved you from the coming wrath of God? 

1.  Are you trusting in Christ to save you? 
a. The fact that the doctrine of hell alarms you is no 

evidence that you have fled to Christ. 
b. Merely being afraid of God’s judgments cannot save 

you. 
c. Nothing less than total and complete surrender and 

reliance upon Christ in an act of saving faith can 
deliver you from God’s wrath. 

d. You must turn from all of your known sin and run to 
Christ for refuge. If you cherish any known sin in 
your hearts, then you are still a rebel and outside 
of Him and liable to the eternal fire. 

2. And you children, you know that your parents cannot 
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save you by their faith or by having had you baptized. 
Are you trusting in Christ to save you from the coming 
wrath? 
a. Hell is not a story made up by your parents to 

scare you into obeying them. Hell is a real place. 
b. Everyone coming into the world is under the 

condemnation of God and the just sentence of hell. 
c. You may think that you are a good boy or girl, and 

that God will accept you. But the Bible says that 
God will accept no one who is outside of Christ. 

d. Are you trusting in Him this evening? 
e. Does your life show that you are? 
f. Are you living in obedience to your parents? 
g. Are you submitting to their oversight and the 

h. Are you rebelling against their authority over you? 
i. Are you demonstrating your love for Christ by a 

This text calls all of us to examine our hearts before 
God, to see if we have a true interest in Him. 
a. Trying to deceive ourselves or others in this life 

will ultimately do us no good. 
b. God who knows all things, and can see the most 

secret things of our hearts is not deceived. 
c. People of God, make sure that you are really 

trusting in Christ, and are not simply playing 
games with God. 

oversight of the church? 

life of obedience to Him? 

d. It will end in your everlasting ruin. 

B. And secondly, what are you doing to bring the message of 
God’s salvation to those around you? 
1.  Are you praying for your Christless neighbors that they 

might escape the sentence of hell? 
2. Are you fully aware that they will most certainly end 

up in hell if they do not embrace Christ as He is 
offered in the Gospel? 

zeal of God’s people. 
a. He will tell you that you don’t have to worry. If 

they’re part of God’s elect, they’ll be saved. 
b. If you don’ t witness to them, somebody else will. 
c. They’re not really that bad after all. They’ll 

make it. 
d. Besides God is really a God of love, and a God of 

love cannot send anyone to hell. If He really 
could, would you love a God like that? 

e. And in this way and many others, Satan deceives you 
into a dull state, so that you no longer pose a 
threat to his plans. 

3. The enemy is very crafty when it comes to quenching the 

4. But people of God, you have already seen how your lives 
are constantly affecting the people around you. 
a. God uses means in bringing men and women into the 

b. You are those ordained means, and your life is 
kingdom of God. 

either bringing people closer to Christ, or driving 
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them away. 

means to their damnation. 

neighbors of yours, your friends, and family 
members are in danger of the eternal agonies of 
hell, how should that stir you up to do whatever is 
in your power to help them escape this torment? 

or living next to someone, who was going to endure 
that agony for the rest of eternity, what would you 
do for them? 

c. You are either a means to their salvation, or a 

d. But if you are really convinced that these 

e. If you knew that you were sitting next to someone, 

f. If you remain silent, they will surely perish. 
g. But if you are obedient to the Lord’s command to witness 

of His truth to them, they may escape, and you may 
deliver yourself from any guilt in their damnation. 

h. May the Lord Jesus who called us into His eternal 
kingdom and granted to us eternal glory, give us 
the strength to glorify Him in the discharging of 
this most solemn duty to warn them. Amen. 


