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 Reference: JOHN 11:17–46 
 Church: GRACE Date: 12/27/09 

The Dead are Raised 
Purpose: To urge the dead to come to Christ for life  

1.  Introduction 
We have been looking at the 7 certain signs that Jesus is Messiah 
The Savior from sin that God had promised  
Four from Isaiah 35 (blind, deaf, lame, mute)  
3 from Matthew 11 (lepers, dead, Gospel preached to poor) 
Last week we looked at the cleansing of the leper 
Saw what a graphic picture leprosy gives us of sin 
Shows us in some way how God sees us if we are not believers 
All the conditions Christ healed are pictures 
Visible illustrations of an invisible problem 
They all teach us about sin (but it's far worse than the pictures) 
They all show us Jesus full of compassion, powerful to heal 
Show us He is the Son of God, as He claimed  
That He is the only hope for sinful people 
The only escape from the Hell that we all deserve  
Challenge us to consider the testimony of the miracles & believe 
 
This morning, the raising of the dead 
A very familiar account about Lazarus from John 11:17-46 
 
We will look at 3 things: 

 Sin makes you a spiritually dead 
 Only Jesus can make you alive! 
 What will you do with Jesus' testimony to you? 

2. Sin makes you spiritually dead 
Consider Lazarus, dead in the tomb 
As is usually the case, physical death tells us about spiritual 
Thinking how this corpse appears to us helps us understand  
how spiritually dead people appear to God 
I was thinking of an eighth sermon in this series 
Showing how we don't just have one of the conditions, but all 

I realized that this is like all the previous ones rolled together 
In other words, in all the other conditions we have looked at 
Death was at work in just one part of the body 
And Christ was at work overcoming effects of death (from sin) 
Here, we see the whole body subject to death: 
Lazarus was senseless 
His eyes were unseeing - blind 
His ears were unhearing - deaf 
His tongue was mute - unspeaking 
He was numb to physical sensation - like the leper 
Nose sensed no aromas 
Lazarus was powerless 
His legs were useless - paralyzed - lame, leper 
What could he do to help himself get out of this condition? 
Lazarus had no hunger or desires 
No appetite or desire for things on earth 
Lazarus was thoughtless 
Lazarus had no purpose, no will 
Lazarus was useless 
Of what use was he to family, friends? 
Lazarus was unloving 
Lazarus was full of corruption 
His flesh was rotting and stinking (like the leper) 
Having come from dust, body was now in the process of returning 
His spirit had left his body 
 
And without Christ this is how we appear to God spiritually 
We are spiritually senseless (blind, deaf, mute, numb), powerless 
(paralyzed), no appetite for spiritual things, thoughtless, useless - 
and full of corruption.    
And our will and purpose directed against God to all that is evil 
This is what sin has done to us: 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Ephesians 2:1–2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in 
which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience.  

Our rebellion against God, our determination to reject Him 
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Our disobedience of His laws and requirements 
These things have killed our souls eternally 
And but for Christ, they have damned us irrevocably 
This is how you still appear to God if you haven't come to Christ 
Unseeing, unhearing, unspeaking, powerless, rotten, dead 
Incapable of doing anything good, unloving towards Him 
 
As always, physical picture a poor reflection of spiritual reality 
Spiritual death while physically alive is a terrible thing 
Far worse than a corpse appears to us 
Cut off from God, an enemy, accursed, condemned 
But only a forerunner of a death that is infinitely worse 
The eternal death of torment under God's wrath in the lake of fire 
That's you this morning, if you haven't run to Christ for salvation 
 
What can I do about it?  I am dead, powerless.  What can I do? 
Is there any hope for someone in such a desperate condition? 

3. Only Jesus can make you alive! 
See Jesus here approach the tomb (John 11:38-43) 
He cries out with a loud voice - "Lazarus, come forth!" 
Or see Him with the son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:14) 
“Young man, I say to you, arise!” 
Or see Him with daughter of Jairus, synagogue ruler (Luke 8:54) 
He... took her by the hand and called, saying, “Child, arise!” 
Complete command and authority - cf Elijah, Elisha Peter, Paul 
And in each case, the spirit of the person returned to the body 
They were raised from the dead 
All their senses and faculties restored, all corruption purged 
What did these corpses contribute to their resuscitation?  Nothing! 
Did they smell less than other corpses? 
Did they love God more? Were they already half-alive 
Just needing a helping hand from Jesus? 
No! Something they could never have done for themselves 
Or supplied the least part to help the process - they were DEAD! 
Did any of these people choose to become alive? 
How can people believe that becoming a Christian is their choice? 

You cannot make yourself spiritually alive any more than these 
You have no ability whatsoever 
You cannot contribute the least part in the process 
Your sin's wages (death) must be paid to someone else 
Someone else has to die your death for you and pay your debt 
Someone else has to obey God's Law for you - you cannot do it 
Only Jesus can do it by His death on the cross and obedient life 
Only He has the power and authority to raise the spiritually dead 
And  that is what He shows here by raising the spiritually dead 

4. What will you do with Jesus' testimony? 
How would the Jews have known from this that Jesus is Messiah? 
In these accounts, it is clear the people were beside themselves 

Luke 7:16 Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, 
“A great prophet has arisen among us!” and, “God has visited His 
people!”  
Luke 8:56 Her parents were amazed; but He instructed them to tell no 
one what had happened.  

Who is the One who gives life and takes it away? 
Deuteronomy 32:39 ‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god 
besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it 
is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.  
1 Samuel 2:6 “The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol 
and raises up.  

They knew that only God can do this 
And yet, here is Jesus commanding the dead to live! 
Here is Jesus restoring their spirits to their bodies! 
Much as God breathed Adam's spirit into him so that he lived 
Jesus can give life to the dead! 
So Who is this Jesus?  That is the testimony of this miracle 
God has visited His people! 
 
Who is Jesus to you this morning? 
Just a good man? A good teacher? An example for us to follow? 
Does the Jesus in these passages fit that concept?  
Of course not. 
Lloyd Jones at Sunday School -  
Why did Jesus say "Lazarus, come forth!" 
Because otherwise they would all have come forth! 
Here is power - One who summons the dead to live! 
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But there is more to consider - listen to these words: 
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  
John 5:26 “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to 
the Son also to have life in Himself;  
John 11:25–26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives 
and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?”  
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through Me.  

In other words, Jesus is not just a giver of life,  
HE IS LIFE ITSELF! 

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given 
us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in 
Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and 
eternal life.  

And knowing Him is life abundant, life eternal: 
John 10:10  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  
John 17:3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  

So I ask you - who is the One Who IS LIFE and GIVES LIFE? 
He is God!  He can be no one else! 
So unless you really know this Jesus, you are not truly alive 
You may be moving and breathing but you are dead in sins 
There is no true life for the unbeliever 
Only a hollow and empty imitation - a fake life - a sham 
 
This is what you should take from the passage this morning 
Jesus is God - able to summon and dismiss life by His power 
As One who has dealt with sin, able to release those in bondage 
Jesus is Life - without Him you are dead even while you live 
Only in Him will you truly live, abundantly live, eternally live 
 
"But", you say, "if I am dead and can do nothing,  
All I can do is wait for Jesus to command me to live 
In the meantime I just have to get on with this existence 
and make the most of it." 
 
Not at all.  You need to ask, to seek, to knock 
You need to make every effort to enter God's kingdom. 
Think of "Scrat" on Ice Age - his efforts to possess the huge acorn 
He stretches every muscle and nerve 

He risks everything 
He never gives up 
It is so precious to him 
That is how you need to be with the Gospel 
You have to risk everything to possess it 
Press after it 
Never give up! 
 
If you feel concerned this morning 
If you feel your sins weighing down upon you 
You feel the guilt of them 
You feel your need of a Savior - Jesus 
You feel dead to spiritual things but you want to live 
That may be Jesus beginning to stir you to life by His Spirit 
He still commands the dead to rise - through His Word 
Is He commanding you this morning? 
Will you come?  Will you rise up like Lazarus? 
Will you sit up like the man in Nain? 
If you haven't done so yet, you must come to Jesus! 
There is salvation in no one else 
 
And because this message is about new beginnings 
Because it is about life from the dead 
It is a great New Years' message! 
There is no better time to come to Christ than now! 
Will you do it? Will you cast off your sins and trust Him? 
There is life in no other 
Only lingering, living death and a fearful expectation of judgment 
Come to Him now - live in Him now! 


