
 

“The Danger of Rejecting the Gospel” 
(Matthew 10:14-15) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In our text this morning, Jesus is sending His apostles out to preach the Gospel of the kingdom of 
heaven in the cities of Israel.  He has already told them where to go -- not to the Gentiles, but to the Jews only --, 
what to preach -- “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” -- , what they were to do to confirm their message -- “Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” --, and how they were to minister what He was giving them 
-- “Freely you received, freely give.”  He also told them that they were not to serve at their own expense, but at the 
expense of those who would receive what they were bringing, and how they were to find places to stay when they 
came to those cities of Israel where they would be strangers -- they were to inquire in each town and city they 
entered to find out who in it was worthy to help them promote the work of the Gospel.   
  But as there was on the one hand good news going out, the best news that God has ever given to man, there 
was on the other hand some very bad news.  What we will look at this morning is the more sobering part of their 
ministry:  what were they to do if their message was rejected, and what would happen to those who rejected the 
Gospel in the day of God’s righteous judgment.  What we learn from this passage is the terrible truth that,  
 
  Those who hear the Gospel and reject it will be punished more severely than even the most depraved men 
who never heard it.   
 
I.  First, Jesus tells His apostles what they are to do if their message is rejected.  He says, “And whoever does 

not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake off the dust of your 
feet.”   
A.  As Christ sent them out, He knew that there would be those among His covenant people who would not 

receive the good news.  He knew that many would reject Him.  Now why was this?   
1.  It was because Christ was aware of the fact that the elect are always a remnant.  There are always 

relatively few that the Lord renews by His grace in any age.   
a.  Jesus already told His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is 

wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.  For the gate 
is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it” (Matt. 7:13-14).  He 
couldn’t have made it any clearer:  There are many who go in at the broad gate, but only a few who 
find the narrow gate, and these few enter only because the Lord decided in eternity to have mercy on 
them.   

b.  Why did the Lord determine to save only a few out of the multitudes of fallen man?  The Scripture 
really doesn’t tell us.  It does tell us that God could have saved everyone, if He wanted to.  God has 
infinite power.  It would have been just as easy for God to save the whole human race as it was to 
save only a part of it.  God’s arm is certainly not so short that it cannot save.  But this is not what God 
determined to do.  He determined to save only some, and of course even they didn’t deserve this 
mercy.  He doesn’t tell us why He did what He did, but only that He did it.  But we must remember 
that even those few which He redeemed out of the many generations of mankind still add up to a 
multitude which no man can number.  And they are enough to declare to all mankind and to the angels 
that God is gracious and merciful, as well as just.   

c.  Now this should remind us that though salvation is offered to all, only a few will ever receive it, and 
these only by His grace.  This is why Jesus exhorts us in Luke 13:24 “Strive to enter by the narrow 
door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”  We must deny ourselves and pick 
up our crosses daily to follow Christ (Matt. 16:24-27).  This is hard work, but it is the only path by 
which any man will ever reach heaven.  Jesus is the door through which we must enter.  But the path 
of righteousness which it opens to is a path we must travel on all our days, if we ever expect to rest 
from our labors with the Lord in heaven.   

 
2.  As the apostles went out, Jesus warned them ahead of time of rejection.   

a.  Now the danger was not as great as it would eventually become.  This was still the time of Christ’s 
popularity.  The novelty of His teaching and healing had not worn off yet.  People were awed by what 
He was able to do.  And this meant that things would not be as bad as they would later become for the 
apostles.  This time must also undoubtedly have been a greater season of the restraining work of the 
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Spirit.  He was at work restraining the sins of the unconverted, until Jesus could finish His ministry.  
Sometimes He restrains sin so much that the unconverted appear to be converted, and can even 
believe themselves to be converted.  We need to beware of this within ourselves.  We need to make 
sure that we love the Lord Jesus for who and what He is, and not only for what He has done for us.  
We need to make sure that we are true Christians.  If we are not, when the Spirit removes that 
restraint, we will see what we truly are:  haters of God, rather than lovers of Him.  If the Spirit had 
removed His restraint all at once in the earthly ministry of our Lord, He wouldn’t have survived for a 
minute in their presence.   

b.  It has been said that the unregenerate hate God so much that they would kill Him if they could.  Their 
hearts are full of darkness and wickedness.  It is only the retraining work of the Spirit that keeps all of 
that evil from coming to the surface against the Lord, and against His people at any given time.  Jesus 
said that the world hated Him (John 15:18, 19), and if Him, it would certainly hate us as well.  And so 
it does.  The more we are like Him, the more we will be hated.  Bear this in mind whenever you speak 
to an unconverted person, especially one embroiled in some false religion.  Don’t be surprised if they 
become angry with you.  The darkness hates the light.  It is only because of the Spirit’s restraining 
work that they don’t become more angry than they do.   

 
B.  But even though the Spirit was restraining the evil in men’s hearts, there would still be those who would 

reject outright the message they were bringing.  What were they to do in the face of these men who had such 
hard hearts?  Jesus told them that if that household or city did not receive them, or heed their words, they 
were to leave, and as they left, they were to shake off the dust of their feet.   
1.  They were not to stay where the message was not welcome.  There were many other towns and cities that 

needed to hear the Gospel.  There were only twelve men who were sent out.  There wasn’t time to waste 
on those who rejected their message.  But not only this, the Lord does not want His precious message to 
continue to be offered to those who only refuse it.  Jesus already warned them about giving what is holy 
to the dogs, and about casting their pearls before swine (Matt. 7:6).  If the Gospel was so unpalatable to 
them that they would openly refuse it, it wouldn’t be long before they would have enough of the apostles 
company as well and turn on them and tear them to pieces.  They were to leave.   

2.  But as they went out of that house or out of that city, they were to shake the dust off of their feet, as a 
testimony against them.  This was something which was practiced by the apostles throughout their 
ministry.  At Pisidian Antioch, after the Jews had driven Paul and Barnabas out of their district, Luke 
records, “But they shook off the dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium” (Acts 
13:51).  This was to show the apostles’ abhorrence of those people for their rejection of the Gospel.  They 
would not allow even the dirt of their streets to stay on their feet.  Jesus said in Luke’s Gospel, “But 
whatever city you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your 
city which clings to our feet, we wipe off  in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of 
God has come near’” (10:10-11).   

3.  Now we might think that this was rather a strong reaction on the part of the apostles for their simply 
rejecting the message when they first heard it.  How many people do we know who heard the Gospel 
many times before the Lord saved them?   
a.  This may have been because the Jews already had been given so much light and privilege.  The Lord 

had given them His Word and His ordinances, the Temple and the sacrifices to prepare them for the 
Messiah who was coming.  We will see in a moment, to whom much is given, much is required.   

b.  But it is also very possible that this is simply the heart of the Lord on the matter.  Perhaps we take it 
too lightly whenever a person rejects the Gospel.  Believing the Gospel and submitting to God’s Law 
is not simply one of many options offered to men.  It is very wicked for anyone to reject it at anytime, 
and it is only God’s mercy that any are not immediately consumed in His wrath for that rejection.   

c.  But here again we see the patience of the Lord towards His elect.  Not all who have been saved up to 
now received the Gospel the first time they heard it.  Many rejected it, some for quite a while before 
the Lord finally opened their hearts to receive Him.  God is merciful towards His elect people.  We 
see it not only in His patience in bringing us to Himself, but also in His patience with us after having 
brought us, for how many of us have done things, even after having come to Christ, for which we 
should be forever cast away from Him.  All of us have, for every sin deserves damnation.  But Christ 
has delivered us from them all, if we have truly trusted in Him.  The greatness of God’s love is 
unsearchable.   
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II.  But now what about those who continue to reject the Gospel and never receive God’s mercy?  Jesus said, 
“Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, 
than for that city.”   
A.  Jesus says that to whom much is given, much is required.   

1.  The more light a person receives, the more accountable he or she will be to God.   
a.  Peter wrote concerning the false prophets, “For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world 

by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are 
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.  For it would be better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy 
commandment delivered to them.  It has happened to them according to the true proverb, ‘A DOG 
RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,’ and, ‘A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire’ (2 
Pet. 2:20-22).  Now why would it have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, since the knowledge of the Gospel is the means by which the Lord brings men to 
Himself?  The answer is because they rejected that knowledge, and now they are more culpable in the 
eyes of God.   

b.  Jesus said, in Luke 12:47-48, in the context of His second coming and final judgment, “And that slave 
who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many 
lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but 
few.  And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they 
entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.”  The more knowledge, the more light that a man 
has, the more responsible he will be to the Lord on the day of His judgment for their sins.   

 
2.  This is why Jesus tells us that it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, 

than for those who reject the apostles’ message.   
a.  Even though the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah appeared to commit worse sins, than those Jesus 

speaks of here, the fact is that those who reject the Gospel commit a far worse sin, for the people of 
Sodom did their evil in the darkness of their own hearts with only the light of conscience to warn 
them.  But those who hear the Gospel and reject it, especially when they sin against so much light, as 
these children of Abraham, commit the greater sin:  the rejection God’s Son.   

b.  Does this mean that we shouldn’t evangelize, because those who reject the message will face greater 
condemnation?  No.  If we don’t evangelize, then no one will be saved.  We are not responsible for 
their conversion.  We are only responsible to bear a faithful testimony of God’s grace.  What they do 
with that message, they will have to answer for, even as we will have to answer for those whom we 
give or don’t give it to.   

 
B.  Another obvious implication of this passage is that there are degrees of punishment in God’s judgment.  

There are degrees of punishment in hell.   
1.  For some, judgment will be more tolerable, and for others, less.   

a.  Now all punishment in hell is beyond anyone’s ability to bear.  This is why, out of love, we should 
seek to turn the wicked away from their sins to Christ.  But yet the punishment of some will be even 
more unbearable than others.  Those who committed the greater sins will suffer a worse punishment, 
even though all will suffer far beyond what they would ever want to endure.  Every man will suffer 
justly for every one of their sins, which have all been committed against an infinitely holy God, 
according as their sins deserve.   

b.  It is also very possible that God will punish them not only for their sins in life, but also for their sins in 
hell.  If this is true, then hell is a bottomless vortex where the damned constantly descend to even 
greater levels of torment throughout all eternity without intermission.  If hell is like this, then it is 
even far more terrible than we ever imagined.  Certainly it is something which we should strive to 
avoid ourselves, as Christ told us, something which we should strive to have our children avoid, and 
something which we should strive to help our neighbor avoid, if we love them at all.   

 
2.  With this in mind, how much more precious should the Lord’s Table appear to us now?   

a.  We must never forget what it is that Christ has saved us from.  We all deserve the hell that I have just 
described.  We all deserve this damnation for our sins, as well as Adam’s.  But Christ has taken God’s 
wrath against us upon Himself.  He has suffered that we would have endured for time without end in 
hell, and He has delivered us from it.  The Lord’s Table is to remind us what Christ did for us.  It is to 
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remind us what our salvation cost Him.  It is to stir us up again to give all we have, and all we ever 
expect to be, to Him, to love Him and to serve Him with all of our heart, mind, soul and strength.  I 
don’t know what more the Lord could have done to secure our love and affections.  He paid the 
ultimate price.  Let us give to Him what He asks of us.  Let us consecrate ourselves wholly to His 
service, and give Him glory and honor and praise.   

b.  But for those of you here this morning who have never received Christ as your Savior and submitted to 
Him as your Lord, let these words of Christ serve as a warning to you, of what waits for you, if you do 
not repent and turn to Him in faith.  You will suffer what Christ suffered on the cross to save us from 
for all eternity, if you do not receive His sacrifice.  Don’t let this happen to you.  Don’t turn away 
from the offer of His grace.  Come to Christ and receive His life, and be delivered from the coming 
wrath of God against your sins.  If you reject His Gospel now, you will suffer more than those He 
destroyed centuries ago in Sodom and Gomorrah.  But if you will receive Him now, you will be 
blessed through all eternity.  Amen.   


