
“The Contribution for the Brethren” 
(Acts 11:27-30)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve been looking at the beginning of the Lord’s graciously extending His hand of 
salvation to the Gentiles through the Gospel.   
a.  The Lord had offered His grace and mercy to His own people – the Jews – over and 

over again through the Gospel.   
(i)  Jesus was their promised Messiah.   
(ii)  He offered Himself to them when John the Baptist came and preached.   
(iii)  He offered Himself to them when He Himself came and preached to them.   
(iv)  He offered Himself to them again through the apostles, as they again 

evangelized all of Judea, we’ve seen in the book of Acts.   
(v)  But each time, they rejected Him.   

(a)  Not all:  those He had chosen – the elect – received Him.   
(b)  But the majority of Jews did not.   

 
b.  But we need to remember that God’s patience has an end.   

(i)  There comes a time when if we reject Him long enough, He will reject us – He 
will no longer offer His Gospel to us.   

(ii)  There comes a time when He withdraws and hardens a man for his sin.  “What 
then?  That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were 
chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened” (Rom. 9:7).   

(iii)  This is what was happening to Israel; judgment was inevitable (AD 70); and so 
the Lord was now turning to the Gentiles.   

 
2.  He began with the house of Cornelius:   

a.  Cornelius was a God-fearer:   
(i)  He feared the God of the Jews along with his household.   
(ii)  But he was not circumcised:  he was not a Jew.   
 

b.  The Lord sent Peter to him to preach the Gospel, and this Gentile, along with his 
whole household, received Christ Jesus as He was offered to Him in the Gospel and 
they were justified, they were saved.   

c.  We saw that the Christian Jews had a hard time receiving this:   
(i)  How could God save Gentiles apart from circumcision?  Apart from the rites of 

the church?   
(ii)  But He did:   

(a)  He opened the doors of the kingdom to them through the Gospel.   
(b)  Those who were far off, He brought them near, making them fellow-citizens 

with the saints, through simple faith in Jesus Christ.   
(c)  The vision God gave Peter, the vision He gave Cornelius, and the Lord’s 

giving them the gift of the Spirit, all testified to this.   
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(d)  And all this before they were baptized to show that their salvation did not 
depend on that sacrament.   

 
3.  But thankfully the Lord didn’t stop there:   

a.  Now that the door was open, He brought more Gentiles in:   
(i)  Some of the Jews persecuted in Jerusalem in connection with Stephen’s death, 

made their way northward.   
(ii)  They preached the Gospel to the Greeks in Antioch, resulting in the conversion 

of many and the birth of a new church, primarily made up of Gentiles.   
 

b.  When the brethren in Jerusalem heard, they sent Barnabas to help, with the result 
that even more came to Christ.   
(i)  Finally, when the work was too great, he found Saul, and brought him to Antioch 

where they continued to preach and teach considerable numbers.   
(ii)  The rest of the Gentiles living in that area, seeing that these men were now 

seeking to live like Jesus Christ, called them Christians for the first time – that is, 
followers, or disciples, of Christ – because they were like Him.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see something interesting about this new church in Antioch.   
a.  The Lord apparently wanted to bring the Gentiles much closer to their spiritual 

brethren in Judea.  And what better way than to open their hearts in acts of mercy 
and compassion?   

b.  And so He called for a famine – remember that God is in sovereign control of all 
things (this was His plan from all eternity).   

c.  He also sent some of His prophets to the church at Antioch to alert them to the fact 
that it was coming, that they might get ready and be one of the means He would use 
to deliver His people in Judea from starvation.   

d.  Here we see Christ’s love, the love He puts in our hearts for our brethren, at work in 
their lives.   

e.  We also see here the evidence of the genuineness of their conversion.   
 

2.  Let’s consider this for a few moments from our text.  We’ll look at two things:   
a.  First, the Lord mercifully alerts the Antioch church to the fact that a famine is 

coming.   
b.  Second, they showed their genuineness by using this knowledge to get ready and to 

help their brethren in Judea.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, the Lord mercifully alerted them to the fact that a worldwide famine was coming 

(vv. 27-28).   
1.  We read first that some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch (v. 27).   

a.  Now remember that Antioch is considerably north of Jerusalem.   
(i)  We might think that they went up to Antioch from Jerusalem.   
(ii)  But because Jerusalem was built on a hill – Mount Zion – whenever they went to 

Jerusalem, they were said to go up, and when they left Jerusalem, they were said 
to go down.   
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b.  We read there were prophets who went down to Antioch.   

(i)  Remember who the prophets were.   
(a)  They were another group besides the apostles.   
(b)  They were those enabled by the Spirit to speak God’s Word – either to 

declare His will for His church to guide them, or to declare to them what 
would happen in the future.   

 
(ii)   It may have been at this time that the prophets were living primarily in 

Jerusalem, or that there simply weren’t any yet in Antioch.   
(iii)  But they went to Antioch to show them God’s will.   
 

2.  The message they brought had to do with a famine.   
a.  One of them, Agabus, stood, probably during a public gathering for worship, and 

prophesied of a coming famine.   
(i)  The Lord was doing through him what He had done earlier for Joseph and Egypt 

through Pharaoh’s dream.   
(ii)  He was warning them so they would have time to get ready.   

(a)  Famines were often sent by the Lord to judge those who refused to submit to 
Him.   

(b)  But when He sent them, He would warn His people in advance so that they 
would be ready and not be destroyed with the wicked.   

 
b.  Agabus said this famine would be severe.   

(i)  It would extend throughout the world:  Luke meant by this the Roman Empire (in 
their pride they considered their empire to be the whole world).   

(ii)  This shouldn’t surprise us since Jesus said there would be famines in various 
places before His coming in judgment on Israel:  “You will be hearing of wars 
and rumors of wars.  See that you are not frightened, for those things must take 
place, but that is not yet the end.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  
But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs” (Matt. 24:6-8; cf. 
Mark 13:8; Luke 21:11).   

(iii)  Luke even tells us when this particular famine took place:   
(a)  It was during the reign of Claudius Caesar:  Claudius reigned from AD 41-54.   
(b)  And Josephus tells us that it was from the second year of his reign until the 

fourth year, or 42-44.   
(c)  Hindsight tells us what faith would have assured them:  God said it; therefore, 

it was going to happen.   
 

B.  The most important thing for us to consider is how they used what the Lord had shown 
them:  They believed what they heard and prepared for it, not only for themselves, but also 
for others (vv. 29-30).   
1.  First, those who were able to prepare must have done so.   

a.  Not everyone could have – some might have been too poor, doing all they could 
merely to survive.   

b.  But others could and did.   
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2.  And those who did, when the famine came, determined to help the saints in Judea:   

a.  Each gave according to his ability:   
(i)  Notice not above and beyond.  That is, they didn’t give presumptuously, thinking 

that if they gave all they had, the Lord would give it back to them, or that they 
could pledge to give more than they had and the Lord would then be bound to 
provide the rest.   

(ii)  We need to understand this because of so many who teach faith giving today.   
 

b.  They didn’t give beyond what they could, but they were determined to do what they 
could to help the saints in Judea:   
(i)  Paul tells us that as we have opportunity, we are to do good to all men, especially 

to those of the household of the faith (Gal. 6:10).   
(ii)  This was something practiced from the very beginning of the church (Acts 4:34).   
(iii)  But here we see it extend from the church at Antioch to the church in Judea, 

from the Gentiles to the Jews.   
(iv)  They wanted to give what was necessary to keep their poor brethren from 

starving.   
(a)  This shows us again that the poor were primarily those who received the 

Gospel, not the rich (evangelistic tip).  One of the things Jesus pointed to when 
the messengers of John the Baptist asked if He was the expected One was that 
“the poor have the Gospel preached to them” (Matt. 11:5).   

(b)   If any of these starved to death, it would have brought reproach on the 
church.   

(c)  And so the Lord strongly put it on their hearts to care for their brethren and to 
glorify Him by taking care of them.   

 
c.  Everyone who could wanted to do something, even if they weren’t able to do much.   

(i)  They all wanted to help:  “And in the proportion that any of the disciples had 
means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the 
brethren living in Judea” (v. 29).   

(ii)  We may not be able to give much, but perhaps we can give something, as long 
as our giving doesn’t endanger us or our family.   

(iii)  My grandparents lived a very meager and frugal life in their old age, but they 
still gave what they could to the church and to missions.   

 
3.  Finally, what they determined to do, they also did.   

a.  They didn’t just talk about it.   
(i)  It’s not enough to want to do good in our hearts – we must do it.   
(ii)  James tells us, “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily 

food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and 
yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?” 
(2:15-16).   
(a)  If our concern is genuine and not a passing impulse, it will bear fruit, in the 

same way James tells us if we have a true saving faith, it must issue in works:  
“Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself” (v. 17).   
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(b)  One of the blessings of the New Covenant, one of the ways we can know we 
are born again of God, is by love for our neighbor, especially our brethren:   
(1)  In the NC, the Spirit writes the Law on our hearts.   
(2)  And if He does, we will do what it requires:  We will love the Lord with 

all our heart and our neighbor as ourselves, not perfectly, but really.   
 

b.  They were probably also encouraged by the Lord’s promises:   
(i)  David writes, “How blessed is he who considers the helpless; the Lord will 

deliver him in a day of trouble.  The Lord will protect him and keep him alive, 
and he shall be called blessed upon the earth; and do not give him over to the 
desire of his enemies” (Psalm 41:1-2).   

(ii)  And, “The Lord knows the days of the blameless, and their inheritance will be 
forever.  They will not be ashamed in the time of evil, and in the days of famine 
they will have abundance.  But the wicked will perish; and the enemies of the 
Lord will be like the glory of the pastures, they vanish – like smoke they vanish 
away.  The wicked borrows and does not pay back, but the righteous is gracious 
and gives” (Psalm 37:18-21).   

(iii)  The best defense against poverty is to give when it is in our power to do.   
 

c.  And so the collection was taken, and they sent it to the elders in Judea by the hand of 
Barnabas and Saul.   
(i)  To the elders, that they might oversee its distribution.   
(ii)  By Barnabas and Saul, perhaps because they volunteered, and/or because they 

wanted to visit the saints in Jerusalem.   
(iii)  Josephus indicates that others sent aid to the Jewish people as well:  “King 

Irates sent his charity to the chief men of Jerusalem, for the poor of that country; 
and Helena, queen of the Adiabeni, being now at Jerusalem, and hearing of many 
that died of famine there, and in the country about, sent for provisions from 
Cyprus and Alexandria, and distributed them among the people” (Henry).   

(iv)  If the world can help its own, how much more should the children of God help 
their own?   
(a)  We are called to a higher standard – the Lord expects more fruit from our 

lives.   
(b)  We have a more powerful principle in our hearts:  the Holy Spirit, the Spirit 

of love.   
(c)  We have a much greater example:  Jesus, though He was rich, became poor, 

that we though His poverty might become rich (2 Cor. 8:9).   
(d)  What provision have we made for the poor?  For their relief?   
(e)  What have we done towards their conversion to Christ?  Let’s not forget that 

the Lord has told us what will happen in the future to those who haven’t 
repented and turned to Christ.  What are we doing with this information?    

(f)  Let’s consider what this example calls us to this morning and act accordingly.  
Amen.   


