“The Consequences of the Fall”
(Ephesans 2:1-3)

I. Introduction.
A. Review.
1. Wehave seen God’ s specid act of Providence: the Covenant of Works.
2. Wehave seentheFal: how Adam sinned and al sinned in him.
3. Wehaveseenwhat sinis. anyway that wefal short of perfection, of Christ’slikeness.

B. Thisevening, we'll consder the effects of the Fal on us.
1. Theguilt that Sin brings.
2. The corrupting nature of Sin.
3. And themisery that Sin bringsin thislife and thelife to come.

[1. Sermon.
A. Firgt, Adam’ssn brought the whole human race into astate of sin.
1. Weareguilty of Adam’sfirg an.
a Wesaw in Romans5:12, “ Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin,
and so death spread to al men, because dl sinned.”
b. Andin verse 19, “through the one man's disobedience the many were made snners.”
c. David writes, “Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in Ssn my mother conceived me’ (Ps. 51.5).
d. Of course, we have added to that guilt many times over by our own sins.

2. But we were dso corrupted by that sin.
a Our passagetdlsus, “And you were dead in your trespassesand sins’ (v. 1).

(i) Thisdoesn’'t refer to physical death, but spiritua degth.
(i) It describes everyone coming into thisworld: they’re alive in one sense, but death in another.
(iif) Spiritua desth meansto be dead to the things of God, having no desire for Him.
(iv) 1t comesby being void of the Spirit.
(v) Adamlogt the Spirit’ s presence and work through hissin.
(vi) By God’sgrace, it wasrestored through Christ.
(vii) But when we were conceived, that sin of Adam was reckoned to us.
(viii) Becauseit was, we aso had that corrupt nature.

b. Asaresult, we hated God and went the way of the devil.

(1) “Inwhich[i.e., sn] you formerly waked according to the course of thisworld, according to the prince of the
power of theair, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them wetoo al formerly
lived inthelusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of themind” (Eph. 2:2-3).

(i) Wehad no principle of goodinus. All we desired wasevil.

(iif) Wemay not have thought that of ourselves or others, but it’s only because of God’ srestraining grace that we
were no Worse.

(iv) Thisisthedtaeof snwearein: guilty of Adam’ssin, our own sin, and corrupt, unable to please God.

B. Second, let’s consder the consequences of being in this state of sin.
1. Welost communion with God.
a Thisiswhat Adam lost.
(i) Hecould no longer dwell in God’ s presence.
(i) Heand Eve were cast out of the garden.



(iii) He put cherubim at the entrance to keep them out.

b. God istoo puretolook at sin or dwell inits presence.
(i) Heishigh, exdted and separate from ain.
(i) Hecannot have felowship with sinners.
(iii) Adam and Evehadto leave.
(iv) For thisreason, we also can’t have fellowship with God on our own.

c¢. Thisisthe reason why today we can’t have fellowship with God apart from aMediator.
(i) When God restored the Spirit to Adam, things were not the same.
(ii) Hisgquilt had been covered by Christ.
(iif) But he had corruption remainingin him.
(iv) Theonly way he could have fellowship with God now was through Christ, the seed promised to the woman.
(v) Thesameistruefor ustoday: we can’t approach God except through a Mediator.

2. Wefdl under God’ swrath.
a Adam not only lost fellowship, he gained God’ s anger.
(i) When the Scripture saysthat God appeared in the “cool of the day” (Gen. 3:8), it doesn’t mean Hewas
grolling in the garden.

(i1) 1t meansHe appeared in the Spirit of the Day: the day of Judgment.
(iif) Adam and Eve hid themsdlvesfrom Him for fear.
(iv) When Hesad, “Whereareyou?’, it probably wasin anger.
(v) Heknew they had eaten of the tree and disobeyed Him.

b. Having that sin credited to us brings about the same result.
(i) We“were by nature children of wrath, even astherest” (v. 3).
(i) God wasangry with us.
(i) We were under the curse of the broken covenant of works.

c. But thankfully, aswe’ll see, God’ swrath was satisfied and His curse removed in Christ.
(i) Jesustook that curse on Himself.
(i) Hebecamethe object of God’ swrath.
(iii) And God poured out Hiswrath on Him to release us.

3. Findly, we deserved misery inlife, death, and hell forever.
a Thisiswhat Adam deserved for hissin.
(i) Hedeserved to haveit hard in hiswork; Eve deserved to have pain in childbearing — not only the pain of
childbirth, but thet of raising snful children.
(i) They both deserved to die and return to the dust.
(iif) And they both deserved hdll for their rebellion against God.

b. And because we are guilty of the same sin, we deserved the same.
(i) Wedeserved dl the bad things that make us suffer in life. Jeremiah writes, “Why should any living mortd, or
any man, offer complaint inview of hissns’ (Lam. 3:39)?
(i) We deserved desth for our sin: “Thewages of snisdeath” (Rom. 6:23).
(iif) And we deserved thefiery hell: God’ swrath poured out justly on sinnersfor dl eternity.
(iv) Unlesswe understand that we do, we’ll never understand the grace of God.
(v) Hedoesn't give sdvation to those who aren’t so bad, but to hell deserving sinners.
(vi) Wemust never forget that or cease to thank God that He has delivered usfrom our Sins.



1. Application.
A. Remember, God views Adam’ssin asour own.
1. Wearequilty of hissn.
2. We have sinned many more times.
3. We hated God.
4. We deserved dl the bad that could have come from this — misery, degth, and hell.

B. But what Paul goesonto tdll us, and as we saw this morning, God gave us something we didn’t deserve.
1. God sent His Sonto save us.
2. And He has saved us, if we aretrusting in Christ this evening.
3. Jesus has suffered degath, hell and the grave and overcomeit for us.
4. Let’sprepare to acknowledge this and show our thankfulness now by preparing to cometo the Table. Amen.



