
 

“The Commissioning of the Apostles” 
(Matthew 10:1-4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Two weeks ago, we saw the ministry of Jesus as He went about all the cities and villages in Galilee, 
teaching and preaching, and healing every kind of sickness and disease.  As He traveled, His heart was moved with 
compassion for the people, for they were like sheep which had no shepherd.  Their shepherds -- the scribes, the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees --, had not been caring for them by teaching them God’s truth and leading them into 
His ways.  They had neglected the people and burdened them with their legalistic salvation to the point where they 
were distressed and downcast.  Jesus saw that their needs were great, greater than even He would be able to meet, 
for as yet Jesus was really the only One who was doing the work of the Gospel ministry.  His followers up to this 
point were still being trained.  And so Jesus told His disciples to pray, to “beseech the Lord of the Harvest to send 
out workers into His harvest” (9:38).  This morning, we see the answer to their prayer, as  
 
  The Lord calls twelve of His disciples to labor in His Harvest as His apostles.   
  This passage can be very helpful to us as we continue to pray that the Lord would raise up ministers to work 
in His harvest in our age, for it shows us how He equips them and authorizes them to do His work.   
   
I.  First, let’s look at who these men are.   

A.  Notice that they are not new converts.  They are not novices.  They are His disciples.  The men He calls to 
this work are those who have been with Him for a while.   
1.  Now, realize what it is that Christ is calling them to:  they are to be His apostles, His ambassadors, His 

official representatives to the people of Israel, and eventually to the Gentiles.  He is sending them forth to 
do an authoritative work in His name.  This is not simply a call to discipleship.  They were already 
disciples.  All of God’s people are called to be disciples, but not all are called to be apostles.  I will say a 
little more about this in a minute.   

2.  Our Lord shows us here that certain qualifications must first be met, before a man is ready for office.  He 
must first be a disciple.   
 

B.  A disciple is a learner.  He is one who has taken Christ’s yoke upon him to learn of Him.   
1.  It is only right that if a man is to represent Christ and His kingdom, that he first know Christ and know 

His holy will.   
2.  This is why Christ called His disciples to leave their places of employment in the first place, that they 

might learn of Him.   
a.  While they have been following Jesus, He has been teaching them, both publicly -- as we saw at the 

beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, when Jesus sat down to teach them (Matt. 5:2) --, but also 
privately.  Jesus said that to them it had been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God 
(Matt. 13:11).  Jesus had been teaching them these things privately.  After all, how would they be able 
to teach others, if they themselves were not taught?   How can a man teach what he doesn’t know?  
He must first learn, then he may teach.  Paul taught Timothy, and then tells him likewise to teach 
others.  He says, “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 
these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).   

b.  Jesus prepared these men before He sent them out.  He even gave them additional instruction over a 
period of forty days just prior to His ascension, before He sent them out the final time (Acts 1:13)  It 
is foolish for anyone to think that he can enter this kind of work without first being prepared.   

c.  But more is required than merely doctrinal knowledge.  A man must also be spiritually mature.  His 
must have made significant growth into the image of Christ.  He must have the mind and heart of 
Christ.  This only comes with time, time spent with Him.  You must follow Him, and learn from His 
example (John 12:26).  That is what these men did, before Jesus called them.   

d.  Now it goes without saying that Christ still requires the same of His disciples today.  He wants us to 
follow Him, learn from Him, know Him.  But how can we follow Jesus and learn from Him, if Jesus 
is no longer here?  Well remember that, when Jesus left, He sent another Comforter and Teacher, the 
Holy Spirit.  He is now the One who leads us into all righteousness.  He is the One who teaches us the 
mind and heart of Christ from the Word, who draws us into communion with Christ through worship 
and prayer, and who works in us to make us more and more like Jesus everyday, if we are faithful to 
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use the means He has appointed -- the Word of God and Prayer -- and walk with Him in obedience.  
This is what the Lord requires of all His disciples.   

e.  But He especially requires it of His ministers, of His officers.  They must use these means, they must 
make great advances in knowledge and holiness, before they are qualified for office.  Paul writes to 
Timothy, “ Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus share responsibility for the sins of 
others; keep yourself free from sin” (1 Tim. 5:22).  One of the biggest problems in the church today, 
is that men are placed in this office too quickly, before they are qualified and called.  But Paul warns 
Timothy that to do this is to share in the responsibility for the damage they will do to Christ’s church.  
We are to keep ourselves free from sin, not only our own, but also from the sins of others.   

f.  Christ called His disciples to be His apostles.  They were men who were already trained.  If the church 
is to follow the example of her Lord, she must do the same.   
 

II.  Let’s look secondly now at what it is He calls them to.   
A.  First, Christ calls them into an even closer relationship with Himself.   

1.  To be a disciple of Christ is to be closely related with Christ.  It is to be a member of His body, and a part 
of His bride.  And one day our union with Him will be consummated in the new heavens and the new 
earth, and we will be with Him forever, to behold His glory (John 17:24).  This is a great blessing.   

2.  But within the body of Christ, there are still differing degrees of relationship with Him.  Some are nearer 
than others.   
a.  What we see is this case is that those whom Christ calls to be His officers are brought into a nearer 

relationship with Him.   
b.  In a parallel passage in Mark, we read, “And He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and 

that He might send them out to preach.”  There were other disciples, but He only appointed twelve of 
them.  You will remember that there were occasions when Jesus would make distinctions as to which 
of His disciples He would take with Him.  Remember that only Peter, James and were allowed to 
accompany Him to the top of the mount, where He was transfigured (Matt. 17:1).  We are told that 
there are places of honor next to Christ’s throne, but only those who are chosen may sit there (Matt. 
20:23).   

c.  There are different degrees of relationship with Christ.  And to be an apostle was to be closer to Him 
than a disciple.  They were admitted more into His presence and confidence.  It is true that Judas was 
also one of these apostles, and almost no one was as estranged from Christ as he was.  But this was for 
another purpose.  It was not the norm.   

d.  This difference also existed among the Old Covenant people of God.  The sons of Aaron were blessed 
to receive the priesthood, for this meant a closer communion with God, as well as greater 
responsibility.   

e.  And I believe this difference still exists among the Lord’s people today.  All of God’s people are near 
to Him, but there are those who are called to draw nearer:  those who minister in His name.  This 
doesn’t mean that they are automatically nearer to Him, and certainly there are those who are not 
ordained, who are nearer to the Lord than those who are.  But generally, the responsibilities that are 
laid on the shoulders of Christ’s ministers forces them to draw nearer to Him daily, that they might 
seek His face for the welfare of Christ’s people.  But it is the Lord Himself who is causing them to 
draw near, for they need more of His presence and more of His grace than others.   

f.  But let us not forget that it is the Lord who makes this distinction.  “No one takes the honor to himself, 
but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was” (Heb. 5:4).  A man must be called by the 
Lord of the Harvest, before he may labor in this capacity.   

 
B.  Now, as I said before, along with this call to the ministry, also comes a greater authority.   

1.  We read in our text that Christ gave them authority.   
a.  This is what it means to be commissioned.  It means to act with authority on behalf on another.  In 

Presbytery, we have commissioners, who are authorized by them to act on their behalf at the General 
Assembly.   

b.  Here, Christ is giving to His twelve disciples authority to act on His behalf.  This is reflected in the 
title of apostle He now gives them.   
(i)  An apostle is one who is sent on a mission with the full authority of the one who sent him.  Christ 

Himself was called an apostle, for He was commissioned by the Father and sent into the world 
(Heb. 3:1-2).  Christ likewise commissioned His disciples and sent them to do His work.  He said 
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in John 20:21, “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”   
(ii)  In the Bible we see that there were both apostles sent by Christ and those sent by the church, after 

His ascension.   
(iii)  Today, of course, Christ sends all of His officers out by means of the church.  Now He is the One 

who sends, by giving His servants the necessary gifts, the necessary desires, and by putting it in 
the hearts of His people to call them into service.  But the examination of these men, as to whether 
or not they have these “marks” of God’s call, is carried out by means of the elders of the church, 
either by the Session or by the Presbytery or by the General Assembly, depending on where the 
call is coming from and to what they are being called.  And when the elders find that these marks 
of God’s call are present, they show their recognition of this by solemnly laying their hands on 
them and setting them apart to the ministry (1 Timothy 5:22).   

 
2.  But what specifically is this authority they are given?  And whose authority is it?   

a.  Well, of course it is the authority of Christ, the One who is sending them, the One whom they 
represent.  He is clothing them with the right to exercise His ministry.   

b.  And this authority is expressed in several ways.  First, He gives them authority over the demonic 
realm, for the warfare He is sending them to fight is against the kingdom of darkness.  He gave His 
apostles authority over the unclean spirits.  The warfare is still on the same front today.  It is a battle 
between the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of Satan.  The kingdom of darkness still advances 
through doctrinal error and moral corruption.  This is why it is so important that those who are sent 
into the war be mature and experienced warriors, and that they be equipped with the truth to refute the 
devil’s errors.   

c.  He also gave His apostles authority over every kind of disease and sickness.  This was undoubtedly to 
show the people that they were sent from God, so that they would listen to them, instead of the scribes 
and Pharisees who would come out to stop them.  Christ’s ministers must rely on those same miracles 
they performed to authenticate the same Word which they preach.   

d.  We will see in verses 7 and 27 of chapter 10, that Christ also gave them the authority to preach.  He 
told them, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand,’” and “What I tell you 
in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the 
housetops.”  And with this also came the authority to speak on His behalf.  He says in verses 18-20, 
“And you shall even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and 
to the Gentiles.  But when they deliver you up, do not become anxious about how or what you will 
speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak.  For it is not you who speak, but it 
is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.”   

e.  Still later, He will also give them the authority to shepherd His flock, when He is no longer on earth to 
care for it (John 21:16; Acts 20:28).  This too is an authoritative ministry of the Word.  It is not an 
authority entrusted to every member of Christ’s flock, not to every disciple, but to those who are 
called to this ministry by the Lord of the Harvest.   

f.  Well, we have seen here the call of Christ to these men to labor in His fields as His ministers.  We have 
also seen through the account the Lord left us, and through the witness of Church history, what a 
blessing the Lord has brought to His church through men such as them.  Let us pray that the Lord will 
raise up these workers, these laborers, and send them into His harvest.  Let us pray that He will raise 
up a full number, for the harvest is great, but the laborers are few.  Amen.   


