
”The Children of God” 
(1 John 3: 11 

Introduction: This morning we saw again the wonderful love of 
Christ poured out for His people on the cross, bringing to them the 
forgiveness of sins and the righteousness of God. These are the 
marvelous blessings which are ours in Christ. But there is another 
blessing, one perhaps we don’t often think about, that comes about 
from this work of Christ, and bestows on us all the blessings which 
God has to give, namely that of adoption. Once the great Lawgiver 
and Judge renders the verdict of not-guilty upon us, He then takes 
us to be His children. This is an amazing display of love upon 
undeserving sinners such as we. It would be like a man standing 
before a judge to be judged of his crimes. All his life he broke 
the law, everyone of them. He had nothing but hatred and spite for 
the judge himself. As a matter of fact, he had even taken the 
Judge’s son and killed him in one of his fits of rage. But instead 
of giving him the verdict of guilty and sentencing him to death, 
the judge forgives him and adopts him as his own son! In the same 
way, we had despised the Law of the Judge, we had rebelled against 
His commands. It was even our sin that nailed Jesus to the cross. 
And yet the Great Judge in His marvelous act of condescending love 
and sacrifice, had given His Son precisely that He might adopt such 
loathsome sinners as ourselves into His family, and bestow on us 
the many blessings of His kingdom. Amazing love! Yes it is. And 
this is what we will want to see tonight, namely, 

The unbelievable character of God’s love is displayed in 
His adoption of sinners into His own household, and one of the 
ways that the reality of it is shown is in the world’s relation 
to us. (or, and because of this the world hates us) 

I. First, I Want You to See that God Adopts as His Own Children 
Those Who Are Justified in Christ, and Gives to Them all of the 
Blessings of that Sonship. 
A. When God Had Mercy on You in Christ Jesus, When You Came to 

Him in Faith and Repentance, You Entered into a New 
Relationship with Him and He with You. 
1.  You were by nature children of wrath, completely 

adverse to the things of God. 
a. Adam’s Fall put all of us on death row. 
b. All of us were cosmic traitors in rebellion against 

c. All of us were the bitter enemies of God in the 
the Sovereign Lord of the universe. 

depths of our souls, and we would have none of His 
law. 

surely would have destroyed Him. 
d. If God would have been placed at our mercy, we 

2. But God called you out of your rebellion into the 
closest of relationships, namely that of children. 
a. There are some of you in the congregation who have 

adopted children. 
(i) It is a wonderful blessing to these children 
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who are without parents to be able to be 
raised in households, especially Christian 
households. 
It is most likely that the children that you 
adopted were very young at the time, perhaps 
babies. Or they may have been a little older. 
But I’ll wager that none of you adopted a 
child who was a criminal, a known killer, a 
felon. 
But here is what God does for us: even though 
we are criminals in His sight, and the most 
vile of creatures, He adopts us into His 
f ami ly. 

b. But God could not have taken anyone into His family 
in the condition that we are in by nature. 
(i) We must not think that God brings us in as we 

are by nature. 
He does not fill His house with blasphemers, 
thieves, adul t erers, and i dol a t ers. 

presence of sinners in His sight. 

(ii) 

(iii) God is so holy that He cannot endure the 

c. And so He must first cleanse us, and wash us from 
the filth of our sins. But how does He do this? 
(i) The Bible says, BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF THE 

WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW, IN ORDER THAT HE 
MIGHT REDEEM THOSE WHO WERE UNDER THE LAW, 
THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION AS SONS” 
(Gal. 4: 4-5). 

(ii) He must provide the way of access to us 
through a Son, and that is what He does. 

TIME CAME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, BORN OF A 

(iii) His Son kept the Law of God perfectly. 
(iv) His Son bore the guilt of His sheep. 
(v) His Son is the only person in the universe who 

is worthy of this adoption, and yet He is 
already the Son of God. 

d. But it is when you receive His Son, that you enter 

J o h n  again tells us in his Gospel, ”HE WAS IN 
THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD WAS MADE THROUGH HIM, 

into this filial relationship. 
(i) 

AND THE WORLD DID NOT KNOW HIM. HE CAME TO 
HIS OWN, AND THOSE WHO WERE HIS OWN DID NOT 
RECEIVE HIM. BUT AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM, TO 
THEM HE GAVE THE RIGHT TO BECOME CHILDREN OF 
GOD, EVEN TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIS NAME, 
WHO WERE BORN NOT OF BLOOD, NOR OF THE WILL OF 
THE FLESH, NOT OF THE WILL OF MAN, BUT OF GOD” 
( J o h n  I: 10-13). 

(ii) This blessing is to those who receive Christ, 
that is who receive Him as their all and 
everything. They trust in Him and in His work 
to justify them. 

(iii) They do not look to themselves and their own 
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righteousness, for that is a stench in the 
nostrils of God; it is a bundle of foul and 
loathsome menstrual rags. 
But they rest in the completed work of Christ, 
His perfect and flawless record of Law-keeping 
to commend them to the Father. 
And the fact that their looking to Christ in 
this saving way is an indication of God’s 
grace, our text before quoted tells us, they 
were not born of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
God turns the hearts of His people to love 
Him. He takes away the hardness of their 
hearts; He gives to them an heart of flesh; it 
is an act of His mercy that brings them to 
Him. 
No matter whether you are young or old, 
whether you have committed great sins, or 
small, whether you are the worst of criminals, 
or whether you have never been charged with a 
crime, the offer of God’s love in Christ is 
extended to you. 
All of us are vile in His sight, but His grace 
is sufficient to cleanse even the worst of 
sinners. There is no depth to which the grace 
of God cannot reach. 

3. This, John tells us, is a demonstration of the 
marvelous free grace and love of God towards His own. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

- 

”Behold,” he says, ”what kind of love this is, that 
we should be called by the Father, children of 
God ! ” 
We who are sinners by nature; we who are children 
of wrath; we who have earned only the eternal 
destruction of God; we should be called the sons of 
God? 
But no one is worthy of that honor, not any man 
living, not the angels of heaven, but the Son of 
God alone. 
Why should God do this? Why should He love us in 
this way? We are infinitely removed from God by 
our fall into the depths of sin. He was not bound 
to save us. He did not even have to help us at 
all. He could have destroyed all of Adam’s race in 
one outpouring of His infinite wrath. 
But He did not! Instead, He poured out His mercy 
upon us in Christ Jesus. O! Infinite and 
condescending love! Look beloved what your God has 
done for you. He has turned your mourning into 
joy, and your weeping into shouts of joy! 
Behold the height and depth of the love of God, 
which turns cosmic criminals into children of the 
most Holy! 

B. But the Depths of this Love Are Not Exhausted by the Fact 
of Adoption, as though It Was Merely a Title. There Is 
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Also the Overwhelming Reality of the Accompanying Blessings 
to His People. 
1.  The fact that we would be called His children is 

already an inconceivable blessing, but because of this 
new relationship, He pours out upon us now and to the 
day of eternity all the blessings which accompany this. 

2. God places upon us His name (Rev. 3:12). 
a. Jesus tells us in Revelation 3:12, ”HE WHO 

OVERCOMES, I WILL MAKE HIM A PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE 
OF MY GOD, AND HE WILL NOT GO OUT FROM IT ANYMORE; 
AND I WILL WRITE UPON HIM THE NAME OF MY GOD, AND 
THE NAME OF THE CITY OF MY GOD, THE NEW JERUSALEM, 
WHICH COMES DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM MY GOD, AND MY 
NEW NAME. ” 

do with the stability or permanence of the 
Christians citizenship in the holy city. 

c. The writing of the name of God, the name of the 
city of God, and the name of Christ show that God’s 
children belong to Him, are citizens of the 
heavenly city, and are specially related to Christ. 

b. The fact that Christ will make us a pillar has to 

3. He gives to us the Spirit of His Son. 
a. The gift of the Spirit. who unites us to Christ, 

and becomes the spiritual bond, was earned by 
Christ’s work. 

b. Paul says, ”AND BECAUSE YOU ARE SONS, GOD HAS SENT 
FORTH THE SPIRIT OF HIS SON INTO OUR HEARTS, 
CRYING, ABBA! FATHER!” (Gal. 4: 6). 

c. He is the down payment of heaven, the engagement 
ring of our betrothal, He is the conduit through 
which pour all of the spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places to us. 

d. And He is the One who assures us of our sonship and 
enables us to cry out to God with the most 
endearing terms. ”Father. ” 

4. We are under His fatherly care. 
a. He has compassion upon us as His children. The 

psalmist writes, ”JUST AS A FATHER HAS COMPASSION 
ON HIS CHILDREN, SO THE LORD HAS COMPASSION ON 
THOSE WHO FEAR HIM” (Ps. 103:13). 
(i) A father loves his children and kindly 

disposed to them. 

there to receive them and to extend to them 
comfort . 
So our heavenly Father loves His children. 

(ii) When they hurt or are despairing, he always is 

(iii) 

b. He is a mighty fortress for us in the midst of 
adversity, ”IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD THERE IS STRONG 
CONFIDENCE, AND HIS CHILDREN WILL HAVE A REFUGE” 
(Prov. 14: 26). 
(i) The Lord is a great mountain, a fortified city 

that is impregnable. 
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(ii) The righteous run into it and are safe. 
(iii) We need fear nothing when we know that God 

is our rock of refuge. 

c. He is fully aware of all of our needs and meets 
them, ”DO NOT BE ANXIOUS THEN, SAYING, ’WHAT SHALL 
WE EAT?’ OR ’WHAT SHALL WE DRINK?’ OR ’WITH WHAT 
SHALL WE CLOTHE OURSELVES?’ FOR ALL THESE THINGS 
THE GENTILES EAGERLY SEEK; FOR YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
KNOWS THAT YOU NEED ALL THESE THINGS” (Matt. 
6:31-32). 
(i) Why do we worry when our Father who clothes 

the lilies of the field with such beauty has 
promised that we are of much more value to Him 
than they? 

hills has promised to meet all of our needs in 
Christ. 

Sometimes we want things that aren’t good for 
us, or that are things we lust after in our 
flesh. 

(iv) But He will meet all of our real needs, and do 
abundantly beyond all that we can ask or 
think. 

(ii) The One who owns the cattle on a thousand 

(iii) He may not give us all of our wants. 

d. And He even chastens us when we go astray, that we 
might become more like Him, ”’MY SON, DO NOT REGARD 
LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN 
YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD 
LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON 
WHOM HE RECEIVES.’ IT IS FOR DISCIPLINE THAT YOU 
ENDURE; GOD DEALS WITH YOU AS WITH SONS; FOR WHAT 
SON IS THERE WHOM HIS FATHER DOES NOT DISCIPLINE? 
BUT IF YOU ARE WITHOUT DISCIPLINE, OF WHICH ALL 
HAVE BECOME PARTAKERS, THEN YOU ARE ILLEGITIMATE 
CHILDREN AND NOT SONS” (Heb. 12:5-8). 

You fathers love your children. There aren’t 
many who don’ t. 
And you know that discipline, even as much as 
it hurts us to do it, is an act of tremendous 
love to your children. 
There us much foolishness bound in the hearts 
of children, very much sin. 
And if that sinful rebellion is not broken in 
their youth, it will remain with them the rest 
of their days. 
And so it is an act of great mercy and 
compassion to train them early in it. 
Likewise, our heavenly Father disciplines all 
of His children that they might share in His 
holiness and righteousness. 
All of His sons are trained by it. If it is 
not a part of your life, then you haven’t yet 
come to know Him. 



6 

5. He makes us heirs of God and -joint heirs with Christ. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Paul says, ”THE SPIRIT HIMSELF BEARS WITNESS WITH 
OUR SPIRIT THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, AND IF 
CHILDREN, HEIRS ALSO, HEIRS OF GOD AND FELLOW HEIRS 
WITH CHRIST, IF INDEED WE SUFFER WITH HIM IN ORDER 
THAT WE MAY ALSO BE GLORIFIED WITH HIM” (Rom. 
8: 16-17). 
Christ, through His perfect work, has earned all of 
the blessings of the kingdom. He is the heir. 
But our being united to Him gives to us everything 
that He has earned; it becomes ours through our 
adoption. We become God’s legal children and heirs 
of all of His possessions. 
We now will possess the kingdom of God, which God 
purposed to give us before the world was. 
God says to the sheep on the day of judgment, 
”COME, YOU WHO ARE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT 
THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF 
THE WORLD” (Matt . 25: 34). 
And we who are Christ’s will inherit it, and 
possess it, and rule in it forever with Him. 

6. Christ shall conform us to the image of His own 
glorious body. 
a. Christ’s resurrection and glorification was not 

only for Himself, but also for all of God’s 
chi ldren. 

transformation of our humble bodies into the same 
image of his glorious one. 

FROM WHICH ALSO WE EAGERLY WAIT FOR A SAVIOR, THE 
LORD JESUS CHRIST; WHO WILL TRANSFORM THE BODY OF 
OUR HUMBLE STATE INTO CONFORMITY WITH THE BODY OF 
HIS GLORY, BY THE EXERTION OF THE POWER THAT HE HAS 
EVEN TO SUBJECT ALL THINGS TO HIMSELF” (Phil. 
3: 20-21 ). 

b. Because of that our sonship also entails the 

c. Paul writes, ”FOR OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN, 

7. Therefore, we ought to seek purity in all areas of our 
life (3:3). 
a. 

b. 
C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 
g. 

John writes, ”BELOVED, NOW WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD, 
AND IT HAS NOT APPEARED AS YET WHAT WE SHALL BE. 
WE W O W  THAT, WHEN HE APPEARS, WE SHALL BE LIKE 
HIM, BECAUSE WE SHALL SEE HIM JUST AS HE IS. AND 
EVERYONE WHO HAS THIS HOPE FIXED ON HIM PURIFIES 
HIMSELF, JUST AS HE IS PURE” (John 3:2-3). 
Are you the child of God this evening? 
Have you trusted in Christ and received the Spirit 
of adoption? 
Are you believing that you will one day bear the 
same image of the glorified Christ? 
If so, then you are to purify yourself, for your 
only goal in life is to be like the Savior. 
He is absolutely pure; there is no blemish in Him. 
The Christian’s great goal in life is to be like 
Him, not only in the future, but right now, as much 
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as it is possible. 

yourself for heaven by a life of increasing 
righteousness. If there is no holiness here, there 
will be no holiness there either. If you are not 
desiring in your heart of hearts to be like Him 
below, then you will not attain to it above either. 
Let us pray. 

h. And so people of God, seek after holiness; prepare 


