
“Biblical Manhood and Womanhood” 

(Principles to Observe, Part 9) 

 

 

 

I.  Principles to Observe.   

A.  Review.   

1.  We seen that once you’re grown and ready for life, the next step is to find a 

godly spouse, if the Lord hasn’t given you the gift of singleness.   

a.  To avoid temptation (1 Cor. 7:1-5), because sexual sin is serious (6:9-10).   

b.  To provide companionship (Gen. 2:18).   

c.  To raise godly children (Mal. 2:15).   

 

2.  We’ve seen the kind of spouse you should be looking for.   

a.  Someone who knows the Lord – not an unbeliever (2 Cor. 6:14-18) – and is 

walking with Him – a mature believer.   

b.  Someone who is as compatible as possible:  same beliefs, church 

background, similar way of life, similar goals.   

c.  Someone who is ready for marriage.   

(i)  If a man, ready to provide loving, Christ-like leadership and able to 

provide for a household.   

(ii)  If a woman, ready to submit to loving, Christ-like leadership and able to 

fulfill her responsibilities.   

 

B.  Let’s take a look at some other things you need as you seek a spouse.   

1.  Before we begin, let’s consider some basics on interpretation and application of 

Old Testament, since we’ll be using it.   

a.  Of course there is a change from the Old to the New.   

b.  But those changes – for the most part – are clearly revealed.   

(i)  Things that are typological – that are pointing to Christ – that have been 

fulfilled are no longer binding – e.g., the Ceremonial Law.   

(ii)  Things that are moral in nature have not changed – e.g., the Ten 

Commandments.   

(iii)  Some laws that are positive could be changed, but if they contain a 

moral element, that element remains unchanged – e.g., placing a fence 

around the roof.   

(iv)  If there is no indication that something has changed, it remains in force.   

(v)  Paul reminded Timothy of the authority of the Old Testament, “You, 

however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced 

of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood 

you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the 

wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  All 

Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:14-17).   

2.  With that in mind, let’s consider four essentials to the process of finding a 
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spouse:   

a.  Consent:  a daughter must have her father’s consent.   

(i)  A father has the authority to nullify any vow his daughter makes.   

(a)  “If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or takes an oath to bind himself 

with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he shall do 

according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.  Also if a woman makes 

a vow to the LORD, and binds herself by an obligation in her father's 

house in her youth, and her father hears her vow and her obligation by 

which she has bound herself, and her father says nothing to her, then all 

her vows shall stand and every obligation by which she has bound 

herself shall stand.  But if her father should forbid her on the day he 

hears of it, none of her vows or her obligations by which she has bound 

herself shall stand; and the LORD will forgive her because her father 

had forbidden her” (Num. 30:2-5).   

(b)  The husband has the same authority with regard to his wife.  

“However, if she should marry while under her vows or the rash 

statement of her lips by which she has bound herself, and her husband 

hears of it and says nothing to her on the day he hears it, then her vows 

shall stand and her obligations by which she has bound herself shall 

stand.  But if on the day her husband hears of it, he forbids her, then he 

shall annul her vow which she is under and the rash statement of her 

lips by which she has bound herself; and the LORD will forgive her” 

(vv. 6-8).   

(c)  If the woman is a widow, her vows stand, because she is her head, 

“But the vow of a widow or of a divorced woman, everything by which 

she has bound herself, shall stand against her” (v. 9).   

(d)  What does this say with regard to the father’s consent in marriage?   

(e)  Even in the instance of a man and woman falling into immorality – 

which normally requires that they marry – the father may stop that 

marriage if he doesn’t consent, “If a man seduces a virgin who is not 

engaged, and lies with her, he must pay a dowry for her to be his wife.  

If her father absolutely refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money 

equal to the dowry for virgins” (Ex. 22:16-17).   

 

 (ii)  What does the NT have to say about the father’s consent?   

(a)  “But if any man thinks that he is acting unbecomingly toward his 

virgin daughter, if she is past her youth, and if it must be so, let him do 

what he wishes, he does not sin; let her marry.  But he who stands firm 

in his heart, being under no constraint, but has authority over his own 

will, and has decided this in his own heart, to keep his own virgin 

daughter, he will do well.  So then both he who gives his own virgin 

daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give her in 

marriage will do better” (1 Cor. 7:36-38).   

(b)  The father has the authority to give or withhold his daughter in 

marriage – if he withholds her, he had better have a good reason.   
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(iii)  That’s why in a day when this consent was taken seriously, a marriage 

might be annulled if a couple eloped or married against the parents’ 

wishes (William Gouge, Of Domestical Duties).   

 

b.  Eligible:  you must be free to marry - you must not be bound to another 

person.   

(i)  Never married.   

(ii)  A widow or widower, “A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but 

if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only 

in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).  She appears to be able to make the decision for 

herself, since she no longer under authority.   

(iii)  Legitimately divorced.   

(a)  On the grounds of infidelity, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his 

wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits 

adultery” (Matt. 19:9).   

(b)  On the grounds of desertion, “But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if 

any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live 

with him, he must not divorce her.  And a woman who has an 

unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not 

send her husband away.  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified 

through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her 

believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now 

they are holy.  Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the 

brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has 

called us to peace” (1 Cor. 7:12-15).   

(c)  On the grounds that the marriage is irreconcilable – one or the other is 

remarried.   

 

c.  Accountability:  there must be safeguards against falling into immorality.   

(i)  “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  

Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, 

but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 

Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:9-11).   

(ii)  “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then 

take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?  

May it never be!  Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a 

prostitute is one body with her?  For He says, ‘THE TWO SHALL 

BECOME ONE FLESH.’  But the one who joins himself to the Lord is 

one spirit with Him.  Flee immorality.  Every other sin that a man commits 

is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do 

you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have 

been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (vv. 15-20).   
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(iii)  That’s why you should never allow yourselves to be alone (chaperone).   

(iv)  Parental consent introduces a large amount of accountability in other 

areas as well.   

 

d.  Distance:  you must guard your heart.   

(i)  Hard to do when young – argues for maturity before seeking a spouse.   

(ii)  Helps your objectivity.   

(iii)  Don’t give your heart to someone you will never marry.   

 

e.  The world’s method is filled with problems – you must guard these 

principles.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


