
 

“The Benediction” 
(Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, the author to the Hebrews asked his readers to pray for him and for his 
companions.  We are to understand that the author was at one time one of the leaders of that congregation, 
and realizing that he had a heavy responsibility to bear in shepherding them, as he mentioned in verse 17, 
and that one day he would give an account to the Great Shepherd for the work he had done, he asked that 
they would pray that both he and those who labored with him would continue to be blessed in their ministry 
on the Lord’s behalf, and that he personally might be restored to them sooner.  His desire to return to them 
showed how much he cared for them.  And his desire that they pray for him showed how much he realized 
that he was wholly dependent upon the Lord and His will for that return.   
  But now the author didn’t only desire that they pray for him, he also desired to pray for them.  
Remember that one of the primary responsibilities of the shepherds of the flock is that they pray for their 
sheep.  Samuel, the prophet, who was also the last judge over Israel before the office of king was instituted, 
knew this was true when he said to the people, “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin 
against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way” (1 Sam. 
12:23).  Prayer is a duty, a very important duty, one which the elders of Christ’s church are to be constantly 
engaged in for their people -- if they are to expect the blessing of the Lord to be upon themselves and those 
to whom they minister --, even as their people are to be constantly praying for them.   
  The question has also been raised as to whether these two verses are a prayer or a benediction.  
Sometimes its difficult to know, since they are both so similar.  A prayer is what anyone of us may offer to 
God on behalf of another.  But a benediction is a calling upon the Lord by one who has been appointed by 
Him in His church in order to put His blessing upon His people.  A benediction is also spoken in your 
hearing so that you might look up to God for His blessing -- for that is what benediction means, “blessing” 
-- that you might receive it by faith.  The blessing isn’t given automatically, anymore than the grace offered 
to you in the sacraments becomes yours simply because you receive the elements.  You must look to God 
for it.  But again, since both a prayer and a benediction are both requests to God, they often sound very 
similar.   
  Tonight, I want us to look at this closing prayer/benediction to see what it is the Lord wants His 
ministers to pray for His people, and at the same time to see what it is the Lord wants for us, which is that  
 
  We would be of the same mind with one another and thoroughly equipped to do the work which 
the Lord calls us to do.   
 
I.  The first thing we see here is the One from whom the author seeks this blessing, namely, God.  In 

his prayer, the author reveals much about His glory and grace.    
A.  First, he calls Him the God of peace.   

1.  When we consider all of the warfare in this world, especially that which takes place between the 
kingdom of darkness and kingdom of light, we tend to forget that the God we serve is the God of 
peace.  He is the One who desires peace.   
a.  Now it’s true that God could bring peace overnight if He chose to, and since there isn’t peace 

right now, we know that He has not chosen to do so.  Why He hasn’t is that it is good that 
there is no peace now.  Why it is good, we don’t know, but we will one day see.   

b.  But we also need to realize that it is His plan and purpose that ultimately there will be peace, 
everlasting and universal peace throughout all His creation.   

 
2.  He has already done everything necessary to bring about this peace.   

a.  God didn’t start this war, His enemy, the devil did.  He was the one who intruded into the 
sanctuary of God and tempted Adam and Eve to rebel against God.  And since the time he 
did this, the whole human race, except for Christ, has been born in rebellion.   

b.  But God is the One who has already introduced peace into this warfare.   
(i)  He planned to bring it about from all eternity.  When the rebellion of our first parents 

took place, He immediately stepped in and reconciled them to Himself, bringing peace 
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between them and Himself.   
(ii)  Now He didn’t reconcile all of their children, for if He did, then the warfare might have 

ended long ago.  But He did redeem many, all He had chosen, that they might be at peace 
with Him.   

 
c.  And this was possible only because in the fullness of time He was intending to give His only 

begotten Son, the One whom He loved more than anyone else, to shed His blood that there 
might be peace.  This is what the angels meant, when they sung on that blessed Advent 
evening, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is 
pleased” (Luke 2:14).   

d.  And since God has given His Son, anyone who will come to Him through His Son can 
experience this peace.  Paul writes, “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).   

e.  God is the God of peace, for He is the One who has and will bring lasting peace between 
Himself and His people.   

 
B.  But the author not only tells us that He is the God who brought peace through the cross of Christ, He 

is also the One who raised Him from the dead.   
1.  After Christ died for our sins, suffering the wages of our guilt, God raised Him again on the third 

day.   
a.  Now realize that if Christ hadn’t been raised there would be no peace.  If Christ was still in 

the grave, then we would still be at war with God, for we would still be dead in our sins and 
haters of God.   

b.  But God did raise Him, and so we have peace.   
c.  One question that we don’t often think about is, How could God raise Christ from the dead?  I 

don’t mean how could He as though there was any question as to His ability or power to do 
so, but what was the basis upon which God raised Christ and gave Him life again, when He 
had sentenced Him to death for our sins?  If death is the penalty for sin, then how did Christ 
escape eternal death in His bearing of our sins?   

 
2.  The answer is that those sins were atoned for through the blood of the eternal covenant.  The 

author writes that God brought Christ up from the dead through, or by means of, that blood (v. 
20).   
a.  If Christ had only been a man, and the guilt of all our sins had been laid on Him, He would 

have died and would never have been able to live again.  Our sins would have weighed Him 
down into hell forever.   

b.  But Christ was no mere man.  He was God in human flesh.  Therefore His sacrifice was no 
ordinary sacrifice.  As God, He is infinitely worthy.  Therefore His blood was enough to 
atone for all our sins, and an infinite number besides.   

c.  This is what is meant by the fact that God raised Him through the blood of the eternal 
covenant.  When Christ shed His blood, He atoned for all of our sins as well as the sins of all 
He would save, so that He Himself, through that blood, was released from the curse of death 
and separation from God which our sins brought on Him.  That payment was completed on 
the cross, so that Christ could say, “Into Thy hands, I commit My Spirit.”  His separation 
from God ended before He died, and therefore His resurrection was assured.  Christ could 
then finish His substitutionary work for us by dying, knowing full well that He would be 
raised again.  And He was raised, to show that He was free from death’s dominion through 
His blood, and that God had accepted the work which He had done on our behalf.   

d.  This is what God had planned to do from all eternity:  that the second person of the Triune 
God would become flesh, and then lay down His life as a ransom for us.  And then as a 
reward for His work, He would be given those for whom He died.  This is the working out of 
an eternal covenant, the covenant of Redemption, and it is the establishing of an covenant 
which will never end.   

 
3.  And now Christ is the great Shepherd of the sheep.   
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a.  His sheep are those for whom He died, all His elect from both the Jews and Gentiles, who 
will eventually be gathered together into one flock.   

b.  He is called our Shepherd because He watches over us even as a shepherd does his sheep.  
And He is called the great Shepherd because He is the chief Shepherd to whom all of his 
appointed shepherds will one day give an account.   

c.  Christ was a shepherd before His incarnation, and His elect were His sheep.  But now we are 
more properly His because He has completed His work and earned His reward.  And that 
relationship which we begin here on earth with Christ will never be severed throughout all of 
time.  Christ is our Lord, He is the Head of His Church, He is the King of His kingdom, and 
we are His subjects, forever.  And we need to praise God of peace that we are.   

d.  It is fitting that the author should give us these glorious facts about who gives us this blessing 
before he pronounces the blessing which he seeks from God for his people.  And I would 
remind the elders that this is the blessing which we should be seeking for God’s people 
today, and I would remind you that this is the blessing which the Lord would have for you to 
receive.   

 
II.  This brings us to the blessing itself, that God would “equip you in every good thing to do His will, 

working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen” (v. 21).   
A.  His prayer is simply this, that the Lord would fulfill that purpose in us for which He saved us.   

1.  Now why did God save us?  Have you thought about this in a while?  Why did He send Jesus to 
redeem us?  If we don’t know the answer to this question, then we really don’t even know why it 
is that we’re here.   

2.  The Lord tells us plainly why.  He saved us that we might become like Him, that we might do 
His works, and accomplish His will.  The ultimate end is that He would be glorified.  But the 
way that He has chosen to glorify Himself is by bringing us into a state in which we would no 
longer serve self and sin, but Him.   
a.  Paul writes, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).  The reason God 
redeemed us was so that we would do the good works which bring glory to Him name.   

b.  This is the reason why James tells us that faith without works is dead.  God gave us His grace 
that we might believe, and that through believing, we might bring forth these righteous 
works.  James explains this further like this, “But someone may well say, ‘You have faith, 
and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works.’  You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  
But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar?  You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 
perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,’ and he was called the friend 
of God.  You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone” (2:18-24).   

c.  Faith which is alone, which has no works, is no faith.  But when it brings forth the works of 
righteousness, then it is vindicated as being true faith and not a mere profession of faith, as 
we saw this morning.  This is what He created us for in Christ Jesus:  good works.   

 
B.  Let us consider then the elements of the author’s prayer.   

1.  He first prays that the Lord would “equip you in every good thing to do His will.”   
a.  This either means that God would unite us or mend us together as His body to do His will, or 

that He would restore us individually that we might.   
b.  If it is the first meaning, then author is praying that the Lord would make us of one mind, the 

mind of Christ, that we might as His body carry out fully His will.  It is very difficult, if not 
impossible, for a body of people to do anything constructive if we are all going different 
directions.  The Lord tells us, “How can two walk together unless they be agreed?” (Amos 
3:3).  The answer is, they can’t.  They must go their separate ways.  There must be unity or 
there will be no progress, no fruitful work done.  When our Lord Jesus prayed in His high 
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priestly prayer that we would be one, even as He and the Father are one, this was 
undoubtedly what He had in mind (John 17:11).  Sin separated us, but Christ unites us back 
together in one mind and one body to do His will.   

c.  If he has the second meaning in mind, it is really not that much different.  It is that He would 
work on us on an individual basis to fulfill this same thing.  That God would equip us or 
perfect us so that we might do every good thing or everything according to His will.  That we 
might walk in all the paths of righteousness.   

 
2.  The second part of the prayer is only an expansion of the first part:  “Working in us that which is 

pleasing in His sight.”   
a.  Is means simply that the Lord would work those works in us which are pleasing to Him.   
b.  Remember that the Lord calls us to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, and yet 

our doing this work is the result of the Lord working in us.  This is what Paul means when he 
says, “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 
now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13).   

c.  God does the work, but our work is His working in us.  We are not truly redeemed from sin 
until we are no longer working our own works, but those which the Lord has created us for.   

 
3.  And lastly he prays that God would do this “through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.”   
a.  Christ Jesus again is the basis of this work.  It cannot be done except through Him.  He is the 

One who makes this work possible through His work, and He is the One who makes this 
work acceptable to God through His mediation.   

b.  This is why we should we should count Him worthy of glory and honor for the rest of time.  
But remember, He is not only worthy of honor because of what He has done, but also 
because of who He is:  He is God in human flesh.  He is therefore worthy of honor.   

c.  May the Lord grant to us this evening that we might be made of one mind and equipped to do 
His work, that we might bring forth the fruits of His righteousness and so give Him honor 
and glory.  Amen.   


