
 

“The Twelve Apostles” 
(Matthew 10:2-4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, we saw the Lord Jesus call twelve of His disciples and set them apart as His apostles, as 
those whom He would send out to represent Him in the preaching of His kingdom to the cities of Israel.  The work 
was too much for one person.  Jesus needed help.  He would especially need help as the work of the kingdom 
continued to expand, eventually reaching as far as the Gentiles and to the ends of the earth.  And so Jesus called 
twelve men from His disciples, twelve men who had been with Him for a while, whom He had trained.  He ordained 
them, or clothed them with His authority.  He gave them authority over the demons -- for it was against the kingdom 
of darkness that He was sending them out --,  He gave them authority over sickness -- for those whom He was 
sending would need evidence that they were speaking for the Lord --, and He gave them authority to preach -- for it 
is through the preaching of the Gospel of truth that the kingdom of God comes.  We also saw that the Lord Jesus is 
still raising up men today to do this kind of work in His kingdom.  He does so by bringing them into His kingdom, 
by giving them the necessary gifts, by teaching them through others who have already been taught, by giving them 
the desire to do this work, by showing the people of God that He has given them these gifts, and by setting them 
apart through His elders, as they also recognize these gifts and lay hands upon them.  Let us remember to pray, as 
our Lord Jesus commanded us, that He might raise up more such workers to labor in His harvest, for the work is 
always plentiful and the workers always few.   
  But now this morning, we are presented with a list of the number and names of the men whom the Lord 
called.  And from this list, I believe that the Lord wants us to see several things.   
 
I.  First of all, Jesus wants us to recognize the special authority which He had given to them.   

A.  These are not just the names of twelve of Christ’s disciples, but those who were set apart from all of the 
disciples to be His apostles.   
1.  Last week we saw that every Christian is called to be a disciple, a learner, a student of Christ, and a 

member of His body.   
2.  But not every disciple is called to be an apostle.  There were only twelve such men who were called to 

occupy this office, which makes it unique.   
 

B.  And because they occupied this office, they were given special authority.   
1.  They were given the authority to speak in the name of Christ.  They were His official representatives to 

the church and to all men.   
a.  Now this wasn’t an absolute authority.  They themselves were subject to the government of the church, 

as that government was established.  Peter recognized the authority of the elders at Jerusalem, when 
they questioned him regarding his going to the house of Cornelius, the Gentile (Acts 11).   

b.  And even at the Jerusalem council, when the problem with the Judiazers was debated, the question 
was not settled by an authoritative proclamation by a prophet or an apostle, but rather through the 
Word of God, which was studied by the elders before they determined the answer.   

c.  Even here we can see what was coming.  When the apostles and prophets were finished with their 
work, and the foundation was laid, then all subsequent questions of faith and life would be answered 
through the Scriptures.  This is what Christ’s elders are to study, to declare and to minister.  This is 
what all of God’s people are to examine daily, to see if what they are being taught is God’s Word.   

 
2.  But that foundation wasn’t laid just yet, and so the men who were to lay it had to be identified by the 

Lord.  Here we have that identification.  Here we have most of those who would write the New Testament 
Scriptures.   
a.  Peter wrote the two epistles of Peter, and it was upon his authority that Mark, his close friend and 

disciple, wrote the Gospel of Mark.   
b.  John, of course, wrote the Gospel of John, the three letters which also bear his name, and the book of 

Revelation.   
c.  Matthew wrote the Gospel of Matthew.   
d.  James, the son of Alphaeus, is thought by some to be the same James who was later the head of the 

Jerusalem council, and the author of the book of James.  Others believe that it was James, the brother 
of Christ.   
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e.  Thaddaeus, who was also called Judas, not Ischariot, or Jude, is thought by some to be the author of 
the book of Jude.  Others say that it was Jude, the brother of Christ.   

f.  And Paul, who was later called to be an apostle by Christ, wrote the remaining letters, while Luke, a 
close associate and intimate friend, wrote the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.   

g.  The only book whose authorship we are unsure of is Hebrews.  Some believe that Paul also wrote it, 
others Apollos.  But irregardless, it must have been written by an apostle or one closely associated 
with the apostles, or it never would have been received as Scripture.    

 
3.  If Jesus hadn’t set these men apart, we wouldn’t have the NT Scriptures, for He gave the Scriptures to us 

through their instrumentality.  But if He hadn’t identified them as His apostles, as His messengers, it 
would have created additional difficulty in identifying which books were inspired by Christ, and which 
weren’t.   
 

II.  Secondly, Jesus also undoubtedly wanted their names recorded so that we would not forget these who 
gave so much to further the kingdom of the Lord they loved.   
A.  Remember what Jesus said to the woman who came to Him when He was at the home of Simon the leper, 

who poured the alabaster vial of very expensive perfume on His head.   
1.  When the disciples saw it, they said, “Why this waste?  For this perfume might have been sold for a high 

price and the money given to the poor” (Matt. 26:8-9).   
2.  But Jesus replied, “Why do you bother the woman?  For she has done a good deed to Me.  For the poor 

you have with you always; but you do not always have Me.  For when she poured this perfume upon My 
body, she did it to prepare Me for burial.  Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the 
whole world, what this woman has done shall also be spoken of in memory of her” (vv. 10-13).  What she 
did would not be forgotten by the Lord.   

3.  Neither will the Lord allow the memory of what His apostles did for Him to be forgotten.  We will see in 
a few moments that their names are even written on the twelve foundation stones of the city of New 
Jerusalem.   

 
B.  Our Lord tells us that He will not forget the deeds which we have done and continue to do for Him either.   

1.  But since our Lord is no longer on the earth, how can we show our love to Him?  One way is by keeping 
His commandments (John 14:15).  And another way, which is really the same, is by loving our brethren.   
a.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which 

you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints” (6:10).   
b.  Jesus tells us the same thing in Matthew 25, in the Sheep and Goat Judgment.  When the sheep say, 

“Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink?  And when did we 
see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  And when did we see You sick, or 
in prison, and come to You?” (vv. 37-39).  He replies, “To the extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).   

c.  If you keep the commandments, you will love God.  But if you keep the commandments, you will also 
love your neighbor, especially those neighbors who are being recreated in His image:  your brethren.   

 
2.  Do you want your love for Christ to be remembered by Him?  Then don’t just tell Him you love Him, 

show Him that you do by loving His people.  Love your brethren, for when you do, you are loving Christ.  
And remember, the opposite is also true, when you don’t love your brethren, you are not loving Christ 
(vv. 41-45).   

 
III.  Thirdly, surely the Lord also gave us their names to show us what kind of people He uses in His 

kingdom.   
A.  Remember that they were simple and ordinary men.   

1.  Of those we know anything about, four of them were fisherman, and one was a tax-collector.   
2.  Now it is true that Paul was a Pharisee, and a very educated man.  But he appears to be somewhat of an 

exception.   
 

B.  The Lord tells us in His Word that He usually does not use the most gifted and talented men to do His work.   
1.  Paul writes, “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not 

many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and 
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God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of 
the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that 
are, that no man should boast before God.  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, just as it is written, "LET 
HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD” (1 Cor. 1:26-31).   

2.  It’s not that God doesn’t choose any wise or mighty or noble to be His disciples or His officers, but He 
typically doesn’t.   
a.  Paul was certainly a man of great giftedness.  Church History also shows us that the Lord has used 

some of the greatest geniuses the world has ever known to promote His kingdom.  But He doesn’t call 
many like these.   

b.  He usually uses the weak things of the world, those who are rather ordinary, that He might shame the 
wise by working through their weakness.  Consider the Pharisees’ reaction to the apostles.  Luke 
wrote, “Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been 
with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).  They didn’t know what to make of them.  This is what makes the Lord’s 
glory shine even more brightly:  when He does His work through common people.   

c.  This should be an encouragement to us, who are simple and ordinary people, that the Lord will also 
use us to promote His kingdom, if we will only be faithful to Him.   

 
IV.  Another thing which is interesting about this list is the number of men who were related to one another.   

A.  I don’t know if you realized this, but there were three pairs of brothers among them.   
1.  Peter and Andrew are clearly identified here as brothers.  And so are James and John, the two sons of 

Zebedee.   
2.  But something we don’t often see is that it was quite possible that Matthew and James, the son of 

Alphaeus were also brothers.  How do we know?  Mark tells us that Matthew, who is also called Levi, 
was also the son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14).  If this Alphaeus was the same, then they were brothers.   

 
B.  There is also one other pair of disciples here who were either related as brothers or as father and son:  James 

and Thaddaeus.   
1.  In Luke 6:16, Thaddaeus, who is also named Judas (remember, not Ischariot), is called, “the son of 

James.”   
a.  Now the words “the son” are italicized in your Bibles to show that the relationship is understood and is 

not given to us clearly.  The KJV reads, “Judas the brother of James,” presumably because the 
translators believed that they were brothers.  There is no question they were related.  The only 
question is which of these two relations were they.   

b.  But of course, if they were brothers, then there are three brothers here.  Matthew was the son of 
Alphaeus, as well as James.  But if Thaddaeus was the son of James, then Matthew would have been 
Thaddaeus’ uncle.   

 
2.  It is even possible that James was the Lord’s cousin.  It is believed that Alphaeus, the father of James, was 

the same man as Cleopas (Luke 24:18), or Clopas (Clopas would be the Hebrew form of his name).  
Clopas, John tells us, was married to a woman named Mary, who was the sister of the Virgin Mary (John 
19:25).  This would also make Matthew the cousin of Jesus, and possibly even Thaddaeus.   

3.  It is hard to tell with certainty how these men were related, but certainly some of them were.   
 

C.  Now why is this significant?   
1.  Well think about what Jesus will shortly tell His disciples in verses 34-37.  He will say, “Do not think that 

I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I came to SET A 
MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; and A MAN'S ENEMIES WILL BE THE 
MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD.  He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; 
and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”   

2.  The Gospel, He says, will divide households, even covenant households, because there will be some who 
will receive the Lord, and some who won’t, some who are elect, and some who are reprobate, just as the 
Lord said regarding Jacob and Esau, “For though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything 
good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not because of works, but 
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because of Him who calls, it was said to her, ‘THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.’  Just as it 
is written, ‘JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED’” (Rom. 9:11-13).   

3.  But this is not always the case.  Sometimes the Gospel can sweeten the natural relationship which exists in 
a family.  It can draw you even closer, for now you are not only related according to the flesh, but also 
according to the Spirit, which is a far closer relationship, and one which will last forever.   

4.  We need to thank the Lord, when, in His mercy, He brings our loved ones to faith, as well as ourselves, 
for the Gospel can also divide, as we well know.   

 
V.  Why were they grouped by twos?   

A.  If we compare this calling and sending with other examples in the Gospels, it is clear that Jesus sent them out 
by twos to do their work.  Why?  Undoubtedly for mutual help.  Solomon writes, “Two are better than one 
because they have a good return for their labor.  For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. 
But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up.  Furthermore, if two lie down together 
they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone?  And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can 
resist him.  A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart” (Ecc. 4:9-12).   

B.  The Lord is concerned that we have help in our labor for Him.  This is also one of the reasons why He puts us 
together into one body, or community of believers.  We need the mutual support and encouragement that 
each other brings.   

 
VI.  Why is Judas included among the apostles?   

A.  One reason may be to show us that the authority of the office does not depend on the personal piety of the 
one holding that office.   
1.  There was a controversy in the early church called the Donatist Controversy, in which the Donatists 

argued that only the sacraments of a truly converted person were valid.  The problem with this was, of 
course, how could you ever know for sure?  How could you ever know that your baptism was valid?   

2.  The answer was that the validity of the sacrament does not depend on the piety of the one administering it, 
but on his office.  If he is duly set apart to that office by the church, that is enough.  It is not his sign and 
seal after all, but the Lord’s.  God is the One who guarantees it.   

3.  This also shows us, incidentally, that a person didn’t have to be converted in order to exercise the 
supernatural gifts of the Spirit.  For Judas was also given authority to cast out demons and to heal the 
sick.   

 
B.  But certainly the main reason was to fulfill prophecy.   

1.  It was predicted by David in Psalm 41, “Even my close friend, in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has 
lifted up his heel against me” (v. 9).   

2.  I told you last week that to be an apostle was to be brought into a closer relationship with the Lord than 
that of a disciple.  Jesus took Judas into His confidence so that this prophecy could be fulfilled.  In this 
way, Christ would experience even the pain of being betrayed by a close friend.  He is able to come to our 
aid, even when we face this most difficult of trials.   

 
VII.  But now the last question we should ask is, Why were there twelve Apostles, and not some other 

number?   
A.  Certainly, Christ chose twelve men to show us that the church was the New Israel of God.   

1.  The Old Covenant church was divided under twelve heads:  the twelve sons of Jacob.  They were the 
leaders and the foundation from which came the Old Covenant people of God.   

2.  In a similar way, the twelve apostles form the spiritual foundation of the new Israel of God, the church.   
a.  Now they too were Jewish, showing us that the Lord was fulfilling His promise to His people.  

Remember Paul says that the Gospel is to the Jew first (Rom. 1:16).  The promises were made to them 
(Rom. 9:4).  And certainly, there were those who were chosen who obtained that promise, while the 
rest were hardened (Rom. 11:7).  The apostles were part of the first-fruits of Israel.  And they became 
the spiritual leaders and heads .   

b.  But they also through their inspired writings laid the foundation of the New Israel, which would be 
made up of both Jews and Gentiles (Eph. 2:20).  The New Israel is that city or community of the 
saints which participate in the reality or the fulfillment of the covenants.  They are the believing Jews 
and Gentiles who have been grafted into the rich root of the Olive Tree, which is the New Covenant.  
This is why the New Jerusalem in the book of Revelation, which is representative of the church, has 
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on its foundation stones the names of the twelve apostles (Rev. 21:14).  It is interesting to note that the 
Twelve Gates of pearl entering into the city have the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel, 
again showing the continuity between the Old and the New Covenant people of God.   

c.  Paul even calls the NT church the Israel of God.  He writes in Galatians 6:15-16, “For neither is 
circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.  And those who will walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”  The context plainly tells us here that 
Paul is not asking God to bless the church and the Jews.  Throughout the whole book of Galatians, he 
has been arguing that those who trust in their circumcision are accursed, which is what the Jews were 
doing.  But what he means is that those who will walk by this rule are the Israel of God.  The word 
“and” is better translated “even.”  He says, “Peace be upon them, even upon the Israel of God.”  As he 
says earlier in the same book, “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise” (3:29).   

 
B.  Now this is to remind us that there is only one church, built upon only one foundation.   

1.  There are not two churches.  There are not two plans of salvation, one for the Jews and one for the 
Gentiles.  But there is only one:  the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

2.  It is made up of believing Jews and believing Gentiles, both of whom participate in the blessings of the 
Covenants made with the Jews, which are really all various administrations of the Covenant of Grace.  
Paul wrote to the believing Gentiles at Ephesus, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens [i.e., 
from God’s covenants (2:12)], but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 
having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (2:19-22).   

3.  If you are trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ this morning, if you are walking in His teaching, as it has been 
delivered to us through the apostles, then you are a part of this church as well.  You have become a 
partaker in the rich root of the Olive Tree through faith.  You are a citizen of the heavenly city, New 
Jerusalem.   

4.  But if not, then I would urge you to listen to the voice of Christ, as He speaks to us in His Word through 
His apostles.  I would warn you that there is salvation in no one else but Christ.  And I would invite you 
to come to Him this morning.  If you would be a citizen of the heavenly city, Christ is the only way.  
Listen to His voice this morning, as He speaks in His Word.  Turn from your sins and believe on Him.  
Receive Him and your Lord and Savior, and you will have life.  Amen.   


