
“That You Might Have Life” 

(John 20:30-31) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.    

 

This morning, we’re going to begin looking at the Gospel of John.   

 

Why this book?   

 

 

Because like any other book of the Bible,  

 

It is profitable –  

 

It will help us:   

 

Learn more about God,  

 

His plan of salvation in Christ,  

 

And what is best for us.   

 

 

But more particularly a Gospel,  

 

Because in a certain sense,  

 

They are more profitable than other books in the Bible –  

 

They’re all God’s Word,  

 

They will all help us in many ways.   

 

But the Gospels give us a closer view of Jesus  

 

And so help us to love Him more,  

 

Trust Him more,  

 

And so become more like Him.   

 

 

The Gospels, you’ll recall,  
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Are eye-witness accounts of the life of Christ.   

 

What He did,  

 

What He taught.   

 

 

Matthew was written by one of Christ’s apostles  

 

Who saw and heard these things first hand.   

 

 

Mark was a very close associate of Peter,  

 

And his Gospel is considered by many  

 

To be Peter’s account of Jesus’ life.   

 

 

Luke was a close associate of Paul,  

 

Who went with him on many of his missionary travels.   

 

Luke tells us that he put his Gospel together from eye-witness accounts  

 

So that he could share this with Theophilus –  

 

Whom many believe to be a Roman official  

 

Who had been converted to Christianity.   

 

 

This Gospel was written by John,  

 

Another of the twelve apostles,  

 

Who is distinguished as the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 13:23; 20:2; 21:20).   

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Why did John write his Gospel?   

 

 

First, for the same reason the other three did:   
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To be witnesses to the life of Jesus.   

 

 

The Lord tells us that in a court of law  

 

“On the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed” (Deu. 

19:15).   

 

The Lord has given us four Gospels –  

 

Four witnesses –  

 

To establish that Jesus is the Christ –  

 

The Savior of the world.   

 

 

But each Gospel also has a more specific purpose:   

 

 

Matthew’s Gospel appears to have been written  

 

To convince a Jewish audience that Jesus is the Christ,  

 

Which is seen by the number of times he quotes from the OT  

 

To show how Jesus fulfilled the Scriptures.   

 

 

Mark was directed more towards a Gentile audience  

 

Which is seen in the number of times  

 

He explains Jewish words and customs,  

 

Such as in Mark 7:1-4, “The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around 

Him when they had come from Jerusalem, and had seen that some of His 

disciples were eating their bread with impure hands, that is, unwashed.  (For the 

Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus 

observing the traditions of the elders; and when they come from the market 

place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other 

things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups 

and pitchers and copper pots.)”   

 

“Clement of Alexandria said that those in Rome who heard Peter preach  
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Insisted that Mark provide them with a written account” (Open Bible, Intro to 

Mark).   

 

We see John doing the same in his Gospel,  

 

Which means at the very least,  

 

That he intended Gentiles to read it, as well as Jews.   

 

 

Luke, as we’ve already seen, wrote his Gospel to a Roman official by the name of 

Theophilus,  

 

So that he would know the exact truth about the things he had been taught (Luke 

1:4).   

 

 

But what about John?  Why did he write his Gospel?   

 

He tells us plainly,  

 

“Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 

life in His name” (John 20:30-31).   

 

He wants his readers – including you – to have eternal life  

 

By believing Jesus is the Christ.   

 

 

In some ways, John is the simplest of the Gospels.   

 

How many churches do you know  

 

That recommend John as the first book a new convert should read?   

 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic organization gives a copy of John  

 

To everyone who comes forward at a crusade.   

 

 

The reason it’s the simplest in English  

 

Is because it’s also the simplest in Greek –  
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The same is true of John’s letters –  

 

Which is why they’re assigned first in beginning Greek classes.   

 

This is likely a reflection of John’s vocation as a fisherman.   

 

Luke, on the other hand, is written in very complex Greek,  

 

Reflecting his vocation as a physician.   

 

Both Gospels were inspired by the same Spirit,  

 

But He gives His Word in a way  

 

That reflects the background and learning of the author.   

 

 

But don’t let his simple language fool you –  

 

John is also the most difficult Gospel to understand.   

 

And that’s likely because of what he seeks to prove:   

 

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.   

 

 

This morning, let’s consider two things:   

 

1.  How John sets out to prove his point.   

 

2.  Why it’s important that you be convinced he’s right.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, how does John set out to prove that Jesus is the Christ?   

 

He does it by pointing to what Jesus said about Himself,  

 

And then by pointing to what Jesus did  

 

To prove He was who He said He was.   

 

 

Where Matthew is careful to point to His family line –  

 

That He is the Son of David, the Son of Abraham (Matt. 1:1),  
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That He is the One the Scriptures was pointing to –  

 

To make his point,  

 

John seems to argue in a different way.   

 

He points to the deity of Christ –  

 

That Jesus is the Son of God –  

 

And therefore that He is the Christ.   

 

 

Jesus is revealed in many ways in the OT.   

 

He is called the Messiah –  

 

Which is the Hebrew word behind the Greek word “Christ”  

 

Which means “the Anointed One” –  

 

Or the One anointed by God  

 

And sent into the world to save those who trust Him.   

 

I think it’s interesting that He’s only called Messiah twice  

 

And that in Daniel 9:25-26, where He is called, “Messiah the Prince,”  

 

And yet this is how He was known to the Jews.   

 

 

He was also known as the seed of the woman,  

 

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 

her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel” 

(Gen. 3:15);  

 

The seed (or Son) of Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:18; cf. Gal. 3:16);  

 

And the Son of David, “When your days are complete and you lie down with your 

fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, 

and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13).   
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He was pictured in many ways,  

 

As the Lamb of God, “Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just 

as you are in fact unleavened.  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed” 

(1 Cor. 5:7);  

 

The bronze serpent, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 

the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal 

life” (John 3:14-15);  

 

The suffering servant, “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open 

His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent 

before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth” (Isa. 53:7);  

 

And let’s not forget the priesthood and the whole ceremonial system  

 

Were all one grand picture of Jesus –  

 

Who He would be;  

 

What He would do.   

 

 

But, the Lord also made it quite clear in the Old Testament  

 

That Messiah would be God, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to 

us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will 

be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David 

and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will accomplish this” (Isa. 9:6-7).   

 

The Son of God, “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy 

mountain.  I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are 

My Son, today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will surely give the 

nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession’” 

(Ps. 2:6-8);  

 

Even the Lord Himself, “The LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My right hand until I 

make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’  The LORD will stretch forth 

Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Your enemies’” 

(Ps. 110:1-2; cf. Matt. 22:43-45);  
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That Jesus is God in our nature  

 

Is what John seems to stress in his Gospel.   

 

He is the One who was in the beginning with God,  

 

The One who is God Himself,  

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God” (John 1:1);  

 

He is the God of creation,  

 

“All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 

being that has come into being” (v. 3);  

 

The One who is one with the Father,  

 

“My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 

snatch them out of the Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one” (John 10:29-30);  

 

Who, if you’ve seen Him, you’ve seen the Father,  

 

“‘If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you 

know Him, and have seen Him.’  Philip said to Him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, 

and it is enough for us.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been so long with you, and 

yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the 

Father; how can you say, “Show us the Father”?’” (John 14:7-9).   

 

 

Jesus isn’t saying – and neither is John – that He is the Father,  

 

But that He and His Father share the same being –  

 

I and the Father are one thing/substance –  

 

And that they share the same holy nature –  

 

So that to see Him is to see His Father.   

 

 

John records Jesus’ claims to be the “I AM.”   

 

This is the name by which God revealed Himself to His Old Covenant people.   
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“Then Moses said to God, ‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say 

to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.”  Now they may say to 

me, “What is His name?”  What shall I say to them?’  God said to Moses, ‘I AM 

WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has 

sent me to you”’” (Ex. 3:13-14).   

 

This is the translation of His covenant name, Yahweh,  

 

Which is basically the Hebrew verb “to be.”   

 

Jesus says to the Jews in John 8:24, “Therefore I said to you that you will die in 

your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”   

 

In verse 28, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, 

and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father 

taught Me.”   

 

And in verse 58, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”   

 

 

And to prove that His claims are true,  

 

John points to the miracles Jesus did as evidence,  

 

As “signs” that point to His real identity.   

 

He doesn’t list them all –  

 

“Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book” (20:30).   

 

“And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written 

in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that 

would be written” (21:25).   

 

But he does list some, “These have been written so that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God” (20:31).   

 

 

What are these signs?  Let me just list two:   

 

Jesus says, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the 

darkness, but will have the Light of life” (John 8:12).   

 

How do we know this is true?   
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He did what only God could do:  Open the eyes of the blind.   

 

“‘While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.’  When He had said this, He 

spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, 

and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which is translated, Sent).  So 

he went away and washed, and came back seeing” (John 9:5-7).   

 

 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he 

who believes in Me will never thirst” (John 6:35).   

 

How did He prove this?   

 

Again, by doing something only God could do:   

 

Feeding five thousand with five loaves and two fish.   

 

“Jesus said, ‘Have the people sit down.’  Now there was much grass in the place.  

So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.  Jesus then took the 

loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; 

likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted.  When they were filled, He 

said to His disciples, ‘Gather up the leftover fragments so that nothing will be 

lost.’  So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from 

the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.  Therefore 

when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, ‘This is truly 

the Prophet who is to come into the world’” (John 6:10-14).   

 

 

So what is John’s purpose?   

 

First, to prove that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.   

 

 

Let me just mention in passing  

 

That he also deals with two other themes of interest:   

 

How God saves – that He is sovereign in salvation;  

 

And the promise of the coming Comforter, the Holy Spirit.   

 

 

B.  Second, why does John believe it’s important that you be convinced  

 

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?   
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Because your life depends on it!   

 

 

John writes, “These have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” 

(20:31).   

 

The life he’s referring is, of course, eternal life.   

 

You came into this world under the sentence of death/eternal death.   

 

That is God’s just punishment for your sins.   

 

John wants you to know that the only way you can escape it is through Jesus.   

 

Jesus Himself says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For 

God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who 

does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the 

name of the only begotten Son of God” (3:16-18).   

 

 

If you’ve already trusted Him –  

 

If you’ve turned from the things He says are wrong,  

 

If you’re trying to serve Him in everything you do because you love Him –  

 

Then let this Gospel refresh your soul  

 

With a clearer view of the One who loved you  

 

And laid down His life for you.   

 

 

But if you haven’t trusted Him –  

 

If you haven’t turned from what God says is wrong,  

 

If you aren’t trying to serve Him  

 

In everything you do out of love –  

 

If you still are on your way to judgment,  
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Then may the Lord show you how much you need Him,  

 

And bring you to trust in Him.  Amen.   

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


