
“That You Might Become Rich” 

(2 Corinthians 8:9) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  In our passage,  

a.  Paul is urging the church at Corinth  

b.  To give to the needs of the saints in Jerusalem.   

(i)  They had shared in their spiritual blessings in the Gospel  

(ii)  Now they were to share their material wealth  

(iii)  To help them in their great need.   

 

2.  To encourage them, he begins by pointing  

a.  To the example of the churches in Macedonia.   

(i)  Even though they were going through very difficult times themselves  

(ii)  And were deeply impoverished  

(iii)  They still joyfully gave  

(iv)  Beyond what they were really able to give,  

(a)  Considering this sacrifice of their resources  

(b)  To be much more precious  

(c)  Than anything they hoped to gain  

(d)  By holding onto them.   

 

(v)  These churches not only wanted to give,  

(a)  They begged Paul that they might help.   

(b)  Paul was urging the Corinthians  

(c)  To do the same.   

 

b.  But there was a still greater example he could point to  

(i)  To encourage them in this important work:   

(ii)  That of Jesus Christ.   

(iii)  Who has ever come close to the sacrifice He made?   

(a)  Though He was rich,  

(b)  Yet for your sake, He became poor,  

(c)  That through His poverty  

(d)  You might become rich.    

 

(iv)  This is the greatest gift God ever gave  

(a)  Not just to the Corinthians  

(b)  But to all mankind,  

(c)  Whoever believes in Him  

(d)  Will not perish  

(e)  But have everlasting life.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  At this time of the year  

a.  As we prepare to give gifts  

b.  To those we love and care about,  

c.  Let’s consider the greatest gift ever given:   

d.  The gift God gave of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

2.  Let’s look at three things:   

a.  First, that Jesus was rich.   

b.  Second, that He became poor for your sakes.   

c.  And third, that through His poverty you might become rich.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does Paul mean that Jesus was rich?   

1.  Wealth is measured in different ways in our culture.   

a.  Those who have many friends can be said to be rich.   

(i)  Or those with many talents,  

(ii)  Those who have great intelligence,  

(iii)  Or who possess great wisdom,  

(iv)  Or who have the ability to influence others.   

 

b.  The way it’s most often measured  

(i)  Is by how many possessions a person has.   

(ii)  If they own a lot of property,  

(a)  Have a large bank account,  

(b)  Large investments in stocks  

(c)  Or possess precious metals  

(d)  Or gems,  

(e)  They’re said to be rich.   

 

2.  If we measured Jesus by this standard, how rich would He be?   

a.  First, we have to understand who He is.   

(i)  The Bible says that Jesus  

(a)  Before He became a man  

(b)  Eternally existed as God.   

(c)  Paul writes, “Although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself” (Phil. 

2:6-7).   

 

(ii)  How rich is God?   

(a)  By any standard, He is infinitely rich,  

(b)  Particularly with regard to wealth.   

(c)  As God, Jesus owns the entire world.   

(1)  He owns all the precious metals and gems,  

(2)  All the resources –  

(3)  Including all the laborers and their tools.   
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(A)  The things you have  

(B)  Actually belong to Him.   

(C)  You do as well.   

(D)  He only allows you to use your life  

(E)  And your possessions  

(F)  To see what you’ll do with them –  

(G)  Whether you’ll use them for His glory  

(H)  Or your own.   

(I)  By the way, He tells you  

(I)  That you will one day give an account  

(II)  To Him personally  

(III)  Of how you used them.   

(IV)  Paul writes, “For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his 

deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether 

good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).   

(V)  This should make you somewhat concerned.   

(VI)  It did Paul, which is why he went on to say, “Therefore, 

knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are 

made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest 

also in your consciences” (v. 11).   

(VII)  What was he trying to persuade them of?   

(VIII)  The very thing we’ll look at in a minute.   

 

(d)  The point is  

(1)  Jesus was rich, infinitely rich.   

(2)  He owned not only this planet and the things on it,  

(3)  But countless plants:   

(4)  The wealth of a universe.   

(5)  If that wasn’t enough, He could make more.   

(6)  That’s how rich He was.   

 

B.  But Paul goes on to say that He became poor, “Though He was rich, yet for your 

sake He became poor.”   

1.  How did one so wealthy  

a.  Suddenly become so impoverished?   

b.  It was by becoming a man.   

c.  After telling us that Jesus existed eternally as God, he then goes on to write, 

that He “Emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 

made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7).   

 

2.  He not only became a man,  

a.  He became the lowliest of men.   

(i)  For the Creator to make an infinite stoop  

(a)  To become one of His creatures  

(b)  Is a humiliation we can’t even begin to imagine.   
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(ii)  But in becoming one of His creatures  

(a)  To become one of the lowest  

(b)  Is even greater!   

 

(iii)  Jesus wasn’t born in a king’s palace.   

(a)  He didn’t become  

(b)  The son of the world’s most powerful ruler of His day.   

(c)  He became the Son of a humble carpenter and his wife.   

(1)  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

(A)  In the womb of the Virgin Mary  

(B)  And was born of her  

(C)  Before she and her husband Joseph came together.   

 

(2)  He was born into this household.   

(3)  He was raised as a carpenter.   

(4)  He presumably even worked in that vocation  

(5)  For the first thirty years of His life.   

 

b.  And when He ministered  

(i)  He didn’t become the leader of a mega church.   

(ii)  He didn’t have throngs of people  

(a)  Following Him and throwing money at Him.   

(b)  The only thing He owned were the clothes on His back.   

 

c.  He wasn’t even that popular by today’s standards:   

(i)  He may have been for a while –  

(a)  At least at the beginning,  

(b)  While the people were amazed at His miracles.   

 

(ii)   But as He continued to preach the truth  

(a)  He made more and more enemies,  

(b)  Especially among the leaders of Israel.   

 

d.  He didn’t come as a great king or leader:  He came as a servant.   

(i)  He didn’t Lord it over His followers.   

(ii)  He served them throughout His ministry.  

(iii)  When it came to His last meal with them,  

(a)  After they had just come in from the dusty street,  

(b)  Jesus wrapped the towel around Himself  

(c)  And stooped down to serve them  

(d)  By washing their feet.   

 

e.  He also served them in His death.   

(i)  After He was arrested and put on trial,  

(ii)  He was condemned:   
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(a)  They sentenced Him to die on a cross –  

(b)  The punishment for the very worst criminals.   

(c)  If you were hung on a cross  

(1)  You were considered cursed by God.   

(2)  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a 

curse for us – for it is written, ‘CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO 

HANGS ON A TREE’” (Gal. 3:13).    

 

(iii)  The One who was infinitely rich,  

(iv)  Became the very poorest of men.   

 

C.  Finally, why did Jesus become poor?  He did that you might become rich.   

1.  Does Paul mean to say that Jesus became impoverished  

a.  So that you and I might become materially wealthy?   

b.  Are the health and wealth people right?   

c.  No – He did this that we might become rich in another sense.   

 

2.  To understand this, first you need to understand your poverty.   

a.  You can be the richest person in the world  

b.  But still be poor without Christ.   

(i)  When you came into this world  

(ii)  You were poor towards God.   

(a)  As far as being acceptable to God  

(b)  You were bankrupt.   

 

(iii)  The first man God ever created  

(a)  To represent you in the garden  

(b)  Rebelled against God  

(c)  And brought a negative balance to your account.   

(d)  He made you guilty and sinful!   

 

(iv)  And since you’ve come into the world  

(a)  You’ve done nothing but add to your debt.   

(1)  The Bible says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God” (Rom. 3:12).   

(2)  And your sins deserve death, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 

6:23).   

 

(b)  You are spiritually poor –  

(1)  You are indebted to God’s justice.   

(2)  If you die with this debt,  

(3)  The Lord will repay you with judgment  

(4)  For the rest of eternity.   

(5)  This is your poverty.   

 

3.  But Jesus came to make you rich:   
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a.  His poverty –  

(i)  His humiliation and death  

(ii)  Can not only cancel your debt –  

 

b.  But His righteousness can make you wealthy.   

(i)  While Jesus lived  

(ii)  He built up a wealth of pure obedience –  

(iii)  Something far more precious than gold:   

(a)  Money won’t help you on the Day of Judgment.   

(b)  His righteousness will.   

 

(iv)  The Lord says if you  

(a)  Will turn from your disobedience  

(b)  And trust in Jesus Christ,  

(c)  He will not only cancel your debt,  

(d)  He will give you His righteousness:   

(e)  He will make you rich!   

(1)  On the Day of Judgment  

(A)  You will not be condemned  

(B)  And cast into hell forever.   

 

(2)  The Lord will receive you as His child  

(A)  And bring you into His eternal kingdom.   

(B)  You will have no more pain or sorrow,  

(C)  And you will live forever  

(D)  In perfect peace and happiness.   

(E)  The blessing He will give you  

(F)  Will last forever.   

(G)  Unlike the things of this world.   

 

c.  Though Jesus was rich,  

(i)  He became poor,  

(ii)  That through His poverty  

(iii)  You might become rich.   

 

d.  Being the eternal Son of God,  

(i)  He became a man  

(ii)  That through His obedience  

(iii)  And death on the cross  

(iv)  You might be saved  

(v)  And have an eternal inheritance in heaven.   

(vi)  That’s why He came into this world  

(vii)  So many years ago.   

 

e.  The only thing this passage doesn’t tell you  

(i)  Is what you have to do  
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(a)  To receive the riches He came to bring.   

(b)  It’s not something that becomes yours automatically.   

(c)  On the other hand,  

(d)  There’s nothing you have to do to earn it.   

 

(ii)  You simply need to receive it  

(a)  As the Lord offers it to you in the Gospel.   

(b)  When the Philippian jailor  

(1)  Asked Paul and Silas  

(2)  What he must do to receive this gift,  

(3)  They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will 

be saved” (Acts 16:31).   

(4)  You must believe.   

(A)  You must not only believe Jesus did these things,  

(B)  But you must actually place your whole hope  

(C)  Of ever going to heaven  

(D)  On the things He did,  

(E)  And on those things alone!   

 

(5)  You must also turn from your sins.   

(A)  Jesus not only came to free you from your guilt/debt,  

(B)  He came to free you from its power.   

(C)  If you truly believe in Him  

(D)  He will break the power of your sin.   

(E)  And you will live a godly life.   

(F)  That is a treasure in itself.   

 

(iii)  If you see your poverty this morning,  

(a)  Come to Him that you might become rich.   

(b)  Trust in the Lord Jesus  

(c)  Turn from your sins  

(d)  And you will be saved.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 

 

 


