
“That We Might Receive the Adoption” 
(Galatians 4:1-5) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Galatians was written during a transitional time in God’s plan; it was a time in which 
the Old Covenant (OC) overlapped the New:   
a.  The OC fulfilled its purpose:  it had pointed to Christ.   
b.  And Christ had fulfilled it – through His death, the veil was torn.   
c.  But the Temple was still standing; Temple worship continued – at least it was by the 

Jews:  Judaism was alive and well.   
d.  This created difficulty on the part of the Jewish Christians:   

(i)  How did the OC relate to the New?   
(ii)  Did Christ do away with the ceremonies and rituals?   
(iii)  Or did He simply add to them?   
(iv)  The book of Hebrews addresses the same issues:  It was a very real problem.   
 

2.  This ambiguity was transferred to the Gentile believers in Galatia.   
a.  Paul had planted a pure Christianity among them.   
b.  But others had come bringing the idea that they needed to observe the Law of 

Moses:   
(i)  Not simply the moral law out of thankfulness, as Paul taught.   
(ii)  But the moral law, the ceremonial law, circumcision for righteousness.   
(iii)  This was and is a perennial problem:   

(a)  Trying to keep the disciples from being led astray by the myriad of false ideas 
in the world.   

(b)  Especially trying to keep our works out of justification.   
 

c.  This particular problem was not a small one:   
(i)  It struck at the heart of justification – that man is justified through faith in Christ 

alone.  They taught it was through faith in Christ and by observing the Law of 
Moses, or becoming a Jew.   

(ii)  This is the same issue that elicited the Jerusalem Council:   
(a)  “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless 

you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved’” 
(Acts 15:1).   

(b)  “But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It 
is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of 
Moses’” (v. 5).   

 
(iii)  But was it necessary to keep that law to be saved?  No.   

(a)  Paul called this an abandonment of the Gospel.   
(b)  It cannot be by both faith and works:  it must be by one or the other, since 

both are mutually exclusive (Rom. 11:6).   
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(c)  If you believe justification is by works and practice those works, you’ve 
fallen from grace and are cursed (Gal. 5:4).   

(d)  Just as those also who teach or preach this doctrine (Gal. 1:8-9).   
 

d.  And so Paul has been arguing strenuously against this, trying to bring the Galatians 
back to the truth.   
 

3.  I won’t take the time here to review all of his arguments, but just those we saw last:   
a.  He pointed to the Abrahamic Covenant to say that it was still in force after the 

Mosaic Covenant was given.   
(i)  All of God’s covenants, even men’s covenants, are permanent.   
(ii)  God had made a promise to Abraham, one that provided righteousness through 

faith.   
(iii)  The Mosaic Covenant that came later did not destroy that first covenant or even 

change it.   
(iv)  It was never given to provide righteousness/salvation.   
 

b.  The covenant God made with Moses was a tutor, a teacher.   
(i)  Through the moral law, it showed them their sins.   
(ii)  Through the sacrifices, it showed them the penalty of their sins.   
(iii)  And through the priesthood, it showed them the need of a Mediator.   
(iv)  All these things were meant to show them their need of Christ so they might 

trust in Him.   
(v)  They were meant to drive them to the promise God had made to Abraham:  the 

Promise of the coming Messiah, the seed of Abraham, through whom the nations 
would be blessed.   

(vi)  Now that He has come, they no longer needed the tutor, which is why the Old 
Covenant has fulfilled its purpose and was about to pass away.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, Paul continues this theme using another analogy:   
a.  The analogy of a slave and a son.   

(i)  The two are similar:  both can’t do what they want to do, but are under someone 
else’s authority.   

(ii)  And yet they are different:  one owns nothing, while the other is owner of 
everything.   

 
b.  It’s difficult to know for certain, but it appears as though Paul is using this analogy 

to refer to both the OC saints (heirs) and the unconverted Gentiles (slaves).   
(i)  The OC saints were under bondage to the Law (as guardians and managers) when 

they were heirs still under age.   
(a)  But now maturity has come:  they are no longer under this bondage.   
(b)  Now they have reached adulthood through the coming of Christ.   

 
(ii)  In the same way, the Gentiles were also enslaved to different rules and 

regulations which couldn’t save them:  false religion.   
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(a)  But when the OT church reached maturity through Christ, they went out 
preaching the Gospel of grace.   

(b)  And the Gentiles received that Gospel and with it the adoption as sons 
through the finished work of Jesus Christ.   

 
(iii)  That being the case, the question Paul asks the Galatians is, Should we want to 

return to a state of childhood or subject ourselves again to those things that can’t 
save us?  Of course not.   

 
2.  That’s the same question we’ll want to ask ourselves today:  Should we ever abandon 

Christ for something of this world that cannot save us, but only condemn?   
a.  This morning, we’ll look at two things:   

(i)  First, what the condition of the Jews and Gentiles was before Christ’s coming.   
(ii)  Second, what God did to change that through Christ.   

 
b.  This evening, we’ll consider the blessings that are ours through faith in Christ, and 

how we can only find these blessings in Him.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, what was the condition of the Jews and Gentiles before Christ came?  “Now I say, as 

long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of 
everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.  So also 
we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world” 
(vv. 1-3).   
1.  Paul uses an illustration:  that of an heir and a slave.   

a.  He says as you look at their treatment, you might not think they differ at all.   
(i)  The slave is under his master and may not do what he pleases, but must obey 

him.   
(ii)  The heir is under guardians and managers and may not do what he pleases but 

must obey them.   
 
b.  However, there is one important difference:   

(i)  The slave owns nothing, while the heir owns everything.   
(ii)  This holds true of them until the heir grows up and inherits everything at the date 

set by the father.   
(iii)  What is Paul saying through this?   
 

2.  The OC church was like a child under age:  in relative ignorance in many things, in 
bondage to the Law, compared to NT church.   
a.  The OC was a dispensation of grace, but not like in the N.  Things were not as clear.   

(i)  They were under tutors and governors.   
(ii)  They saw Christ through the shadows; perceived Him through the types.   
(iii)  They were taught by these things, but didn’t understand everything.   
(iv)  It wasn’t until later they would come to realize their importance when the full 

light of Christ would shine.   
(v)  It’s very much like schooling our children:   
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(a)  They don’t understand everything they’re taught, or even why they need to 
learn these things.   

(b)  It isn’t until later, when they’ve grown, that they see the full value of what 
they have learned.   

 
b.  They were bound to a system that was bound to this world:   

(i)  They were given rites and observances, things from this world to picture the 
spiritual realities ahead.   

(ii)  These things were a burden to them:  Peter called them “a yoke which neither 
our fathers nor we have been able to bear” (Acts 15:10).   

(iii)  But they were bound to do them, they were subject to them, as slaves, obligated 
to do them, not fully understanding why, until the time appointed by the Father.   

 
3.  The Gentiles were in a similar situation:  they were not children under age, but true 

slaves.   
a.  They weren’t heirs of the kingdom of God, but of the devil.   
b.  They weren’t set to inherit eternal life, but eternal damnation.   
c.  They were in darkness, not of the types and shadows, but of their own philosophy 

and sin.   
d.  They had general revelation, but no special revelation from God.   
e.  They were bound, not to keep up the rituals that pointed them to Christ, but by their 

wicked hearts to a sinful religion, trying to save themselves through a covenant of 
works.   

f.  This was the situation of the sons and slaves.   
 
B.  But second, what did God do to change their situation?  But when the fullness of the time 

came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might 
redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons (vv. 4-
5).   
1.  When it was God’s time (fullness of time), God sent His Son.   

a.  This was God’s true Son, not an adopted son.   
(i)  Notice, He was God’s Son before He was sent.   
(ii)  He is the eternal Son, eternally begotten by the Father.   
(iii)  He is the true Heir of God’s kingdom.   
 

b.  God sent Him into the world through the incarnation.   
(i)  He did not leave heaven, but entered this world through birth.   
(ii)  He took on Himself our nature:  He was born of a woman, of her substance, 

became one with our race.   
 

c.  And he took upon Himself our obligation:  He was born under the Law.   
(i)  Since He became one with us, He was also bound to keep God’s Law perfectly.   
(ii)  And this He did, as the Head of a new race, a new people.   

(a)  He obeyed that Law perfectly.   
(b)  And He died for the sins committed under that Law.   
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2.  And all this He did, so that we might become sons.   
a.  That He might move the OC church from her minority to maturity or adulthood.   

(i)  The saints are no longer under the guardians, managers, tutors.   
(ii)  They no longer need the types and shadows, the ceremonial and sacrificial laws.   
(iii)  The reality has come in Christ:   

(a)  In a certain sense, they were already the children of God, already adopted – at 
least those who possessed faith.   

(b)  But now they have grown up to maturity, now they have received full 
adoption, the status of children grown to adulthood, the inheritance in Christ.   

(c)  Now the legal administration is ended and a better one has been set up, based 
on better promises, with greater freedoms and privileges.   

(d)  Now He has replaced the heavy yoke with a lighter one:  obedience to God’s 
moral commandments from the heart (Heb. 8).   

 
b.  And now that the church has grown up, through them He has brought the message of 

freedom to those bound by Satan in false worship that they might be set free.   
(i)  Remember, Paul was writing to Gentiles.   
(ii)  Before Christ, they had not received any form of adoption, but were slaves.   
(iii)  But when the Church reached her maturity in Christ, she sent the message of 

reconciliation to all nations that they too might share in the privileges of the sons 
and daughters of God.   

 
3.  The point is, if Christ has done all this, should they turn back now to the fundamental, 

elemental systems tied to this world and reject the spiritual realities of salvation Christ 
has brought?   
a.  No, but this is exactly what the Judaizers were offering them.   
b.  This is the same thing every other religion in the world offers to us outside of Christ.   
c.  When many of the disciples were offended at Jesus’ words and departed, Jesus 

turned to the twelve and asked, “‘You do not want to go away also, do you?’  Simon 
Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal life” 
(John 6:67-68).   

d.  To reject Christ is to reject everything the OC was pointing to, it is to reject any 
possibility of eternal life:  there is no other way.   

e.  So trust in Him, hold onto Him, never let Him go.  He is your life, your salvation, 
your blessing.   

f.  He is the rightful Heir of the eternal kingdom, the true Son of God, and it’s only 
through Him that you will receive the adoption as sons and the inheritance.   

g.  This evening, we’ll consider the blessings that adoption brings.  Amen.   


