
“That All Would Worship God” 
(Matthew 6:9) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we began looking at the specifics of the Lord’s Prayer:   
a.  We saw that as Christians we have confidence when we pray.   

(i)  Having trusted in Christ, having received His righteousness, having had 
our sins removed, we are adopted into God’s family.   

(ii)  And being now His sons and daughters by His grace, we have His ear.   
(iii)  Besides the promise that He will hear us when we pray in faith, 

according to His will and in His Son’s name, we have the added 
confidence that He will listen to us because we are His children.   

 
b.  But this also means there’s a qualification:   

(i)  To be heard by God, we must be His children.   
(ii)  He has not promised to answer the prayers of the rebellious, though He 

sometimes does.   
(iii)  We must turn from our sins, believe in Christ, and live obedient lives.   
(iv)  If we don’t, He places Himself under no obligation to hear.   

 
c.  Also the fact that we have been adopted into one family leaves us with an 

obligation.   
(i)  We are to pray for one another’s welfare in Christ.   
(ii)  And we are to pray with one another that God’s will may be done.   

 
2.  Having seen this note of confidence and qualification, we move to the first 

petition.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Now as we saw a couple of weeks ago, the burden of these first petitions is on 

God’s will and glory.   
a.  God’s interests are to come before ours:  “Seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness,” Jesus says, “and all these things [everything you need] shall 
be added to you” (Matt. 6:33).   

b.  The first petition especially focuses on His glory:  “Hallowed be Your 
Name,” or more literally, “Your Name must be glorified.”   
(i)  Very recently, we have understood more about the meaning of the Greek 

when it comes to verbs like this.   
(ii)  In the past, we would have translated this verse, “Let Your Name be 

hallowed.”   
(iii)  Now we understand that it means, “Your Name must be hallowed [or 

glorified].”   
(iv)  There is more of a sense of urgency or emphasis.  Why?   
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(v)  Because of who God is.   
(a)  Why should God be glorified?   
(b)  Because He actually deserves it; He is infinitely glorious in every 

good and holy way.   
(c)  Everything praiseworthy that anyone in this world has comes from 

God.   
(d)  He alone is praiseworthy in Himself.   
 

c.  Who does Jesus say should glorify God’s name?   
(i)  Everyone.   
(ii)  “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord” (Psalm 

150:6)!   
 

d.  Why His Name?  Why not God Himself?   
(i)  Because there is no difference.   
(ii)  His name is an expression of who He is.   
(iii)  It is a symbol of His person.   
(iv)  To glorify His name is to glorify Him, in the same way that to give 

honor to a person calling them by name is to give honor to that person.   
 

e.  This also applies to everything else God reveals Himself by:  such as Natural 
Revelation, including His Providence.   

 
2.  This evening, I want us to see that the first petition teaches us to pray:   

a.  First, that God would give both us and others the ability to glorify Him in 
everything by which He makes Himself known.   

b.  And second, that He would continue to work all things in His plan to that 
ultimate end for which He does all that He does:  His own glory.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we are taught to pray that God would give both us and others the ability to 
glorify Him in everything by which He makes Himself known.   
1.  Whatever God commands, God must give.   

a.  We cannot glorify Him in our own strength:  we have no strength since the 
Fall, our ability to honor Him was lost in Adam; “there is none who seeks for 
God” (Rom. 3:11).   

b.  God must give us the ability:  Jesus said, “Apart from Me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5).   

c.  Augustine:  “Command what you will and give what you command.”   
 

2.  In this petition, we are asking God to open our eyes to His glory and loose our 
tongues to sing His praises.   
a.  How does God reveal His glory?   

(i)  There are two general ways:  General and Special Revelation.   
(ii)  General:   
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(a)  Creation:  in the things He made, “For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen” (Rom. 1:20).   

(b)  Providence:  “His most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and 
governing all His creatures, and all their action” (Shorter Catechism, 
11).   

 
(iii)  Special:   

(a)  His Word:  the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments.   
(b)  The redemption revealed in His Word:  the Gospel revealed in Christ.   

 
b.  We are praying that we might see those things and honor Him for them.   

(i)  That we might see His glory in the Creation:  infinity, eternity, 
immensity, omniscience, omnipotence, infinite wisdom and love.   

(ii)  That we might see His glory in His unfolding plan.   
(iii)  That we might see His glory in His Word.   
(iv)  That we might see it in His redemption.   
(v)  That seeing these things, we might honor Him, sing His praises, glorify 

Him, love Him, thank Him.   
 

c.  But we are also praying that others might see that glory and praise Him for it:  
“Your Name must be honored as holy.”   
(i)  We’ve already considered that all men won’t:  “For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known 
about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  For 
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what 
has been made, so that they are without excuse.  For even though they 
knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened” 
(Rom. 1:18-21).   

(ii)  So we’re praying that God will illumine us as lights to be His witnesses:  
“God be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us – 
Selah.  That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among 
all nations.  Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise 
You” (Ps. 67:1-3).   

(iii)  And we’re praying that God would pour out His Spirit so that they might 
see one way or the other:  either conversion, or awakening.   

 
B.  Second, we are taught in the first petition to pray that He would continue to work 

all things in His plan to that ultimate end for which He does all that He does:  His 
own glory.   
1.  All that God has done, He has done for His glory.   
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a.  John writes that the 24 elders in heaven say, “Worthy are You, our Lord and 
our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, 
and because of Your will they existed, and were created” (Rev. 4:11).   

b.  Paul writes, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To 
Him be the glory forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).   

c.  He is the reason behind what He has done:  His glory, not ours.   
d.  We only benefit because of His plan to glorify His grace by saving a people 

who didn’t’ deserve it.   
 
2.  In this petition we are praying that He would continue to work out His plan to 

reveal that glory.   
a.  His decree, His plan, would be fulfilled.   
b.  Whatever it includes:   

(i)  The blessings.   
(ii)  The trials and difficulties.   
(iii)  God has a way of putting us through things we don’t understand in order 

to bring glory to Himself through us in ways we couldn’t imagine.   
(iv)  His plan also includes the salvation of the elect and the damnation of the 

reprobate.   
(a)  When we pray that His Name would be glorified through His plan, we 

are praying that His plans would stand firm.   
(b)  We are letting God be God, not only in the things of less importance, 

but also in those of greatest importance.   
(c)  This undoubtedly means the destruction of some whom we know and 

love.  We don’t like to think about it.   
(d)  But our love for God and desire for His glory should overrule all these 

things.   
(e)  Let God be glorified as He has chosen to be glorified.   
(f)  Realizing at the same time, that He has chosen to save a vast host of 

souls, none of which deserve to life, to be His children forever.   
(g)  No one deserves eternal life; but praise God that He has chosen many 

to give it to, even though that number be a small percentage of all who 
will ever live.   

 
c.  May the Lord give us the grace to seek His glory in our prayers.   

(i)  That we would glorify Him.   
(ii)  That others would glorify Him.   
(iii)  And that He would glorify Himself in His most holy and wise plan.   
(iv)  Amen.   


