
“That All Might Be Christians” 
(Acts 26:24-32)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Paul, we have seen, was on trial by the Jews and Gentiles for the hope of Israel.   
a.  For the fulfillment of the promises God had made through the Old Testament Law, 

Prophets and Writings.   
b.  The Lord had fulfilled all of these things in His Son, Jesus Christ – Paul believed this 

and was preaching it.   
c.  This is why the Jews hated him so much, had tried to kill him, why he was now in 

custody and placed on trial by the Roman officials.   
 

2.  But Paul’s audience was also on trial:   
a.  The Lord was putting the Jews for how they would respond to Christ.   

(i)  He had offered the Messiah to them first, because of His promise to the fathers.   
(ii)  But for the most part, they rejected Him, bringing themselves progressively 

closer to judgment.   
 

b.  The Gentiles were also on trial, as were and are all men, for what they do with 
Christ.   
(i)  Paul had already laid the Gospel before one Roman governor – Felix – who had 

rejected it.   
(ii)  And now Festus – the new Roman governor – as well as King Agrippa – the 

Jewish Roman ruler over Palestine – were being exposed to this Gospel.   
(iii)  What they would do with it would also determine their destination for all ages – 

whether they would receive forgiveness of sins and enter into eternal glory in 
heaven, or whether they would reject Jesus Christ and pay for their sins for an 
eternity in hell.   

 
c.  For Paul’s part, he wanted them to be saved.   

(i)  That’s why he preached the Gospel to them.   
(ii)  Why he testified of what Jesus had done for him.   
(iii)  Why he was willing to risk looking foolish.   
(iv)  He endured all things for the sake of those who were chosen that they might 

receive eternal life (2 Tim. 2:10).   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the results of his testimony:   
a.  We see Festus respond like a typical Gentile:  telling Paul that he was crazy to 

believe these things.   
b.  We see Agrippa responding as some of the Jews had:  willing to consider it, but not 

quite convinced.   
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c.  But again, we see Paul’s heart in this:  preaching Christ that any or all might be 
saved.   

 
2.  We’ll look at three things:   

a.  That the Gospel is considered foolishness to the Gentiles:  that is, to the educated, 
intelligent, and so-called “wise” of this world.   

b.  That the Gospel is a stumbling block to Jews:  to those who believe themselves 
already to have embraced God’s truth.   

c.  But that the Gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes:  the 
Lord will now use Paul to take the Gospel to Rome herself.   

d.  Remember, Paul is not so much trying to free himself from his bonds as he is trying 
to free his audience from theirs.  He wanted all men to become Christians, and so 
should we.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that the Gospel is foolishness to the Gentiles:  we see this in Festus’ 
reaction to Paul’s testimony.   
1.  He appears to cut Paul short, “Paul, you are out of your mind!  Your great learning is 

driving you mad” (v. 24).   
a.  Festus recognized that Paul was a learned man, one who had been educated in the 

finest schools of Judaism.   
b.  He seemed to think this was the cause of Paul’s delusion:   

(i)  Paul had spent too much time in the Bible.   
(ii)  He was really beginning to believe what it said.   
 

c.  But notice how Festus’ conclusion also worked to his own advantage:   
(i)  Perhaps Paul wasn’t a criminal, he shouldn’t be punished; but he was crazy and 

shouldn’t be listened to.   
(ii)  Who would blame Festus for not punishing him if he was not guilty.   
(iii)  And how could Festus blame himself for not listening to him, since he was 

crazy.   
 

d.  Unbelief will always find an excuse not to listen.   
(i)  The Pharisees wouldn’t listen to Peter and John because they were fishermen – 

uneducated men.   
(ii)  Festus won’t listen to Paul because he has studied too much.   
(iii)  We need to remember that the problem is in the heart:   

(a)  The unconverted do not want to listen to the Gospel, because it means they 
have to give up their sins:  that’s a strong motive for them not to believe.   

(b)  The only thing that can save them is the new birth, which only God the Spirit 
can give.   

 
e.  Unbelief also finds comfort in numbers.   

(i)  The more who agree that Christianity is foolish, the stronger the unbeliever is 
convinced of his own deception.   
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(ii)  This appears to be the reason Festus shouted out his remarks as he did:  he 
wanted others to agree with him, especially King Agrippa.   

(iii)  The more visible and public unbelief is, the more it gives others a reason not to 
believe.   

(iv)  But this is the fallacy of numbers and power:  just because a great number of 
people or someone prominent doesn’t believe, that doesn’t make what they 
believe true.   

 
2.  Paul didn’t let this comment go:  he defended himself.   

a.  First, by denying the charge:  “I am not out of my mind” (v. 25).   
(i)  We should never leave a false charge unanswered, especially when it has to do 

with the truth of the Gospel.   
(ii)  Remember, it isn’t our honor that we’re protecting, but Christ’s that has been 

tarnished by unbelief.   
 

b.  But second, he does so with respect:  “most excellent Festus.”   
(i)  We must respect others and especially those in authority.   
(ii)  We must resist retaliating or tearing them down when they reject the Gospel the 

first time they hear it or because they reject or abuse us.   
(iii)  When Jesus sent the twelve and the seventy out, those were different 

circumstances:  they were just a few ministering to many who were already 
educated in the Scriptures.   

(iv)  We need to resist wiping the dust off of our feet right away, but continue to 
reach out to them.   

(v)  Paul wrote to the Thessalonians:  “We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  See that no 
one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for 
one another and for all people” (1 Thes. 5:14-15).   

(vi)  And he wrote to Timothy:  “The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, 
but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting 
those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to 
the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will” (2 Tim. 
2:24-26).   

 
c.  Finally, Paul reaffirms the truth of what he said:  “But I utter words of sober truth.”   

(i)  We must be convinced of what we say or others will not believe us.   
(ii)  Sometimes the Spirit uses our conviction to convict and convince others.   
(iii)  Though we are not salesmen trying to sell some product to consumers, in the 

same way you wouldn’t listen to someone who doesn’t believe in their product, so 
many won’t listen to us if we don’t appear to believe what we say.   

(iv)  The Gospel may seem to be foolish to the Gentiles, to the wise and intelligent, 
but it should not seem that way to us.   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider how the Gospel is a stumbling block to Jews:  we see this in 

Agrippa’s response.   
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1.  Paul not only affirms the truth of what he said, he uses this as an opportunity to appeal 
to Agrippa for his response:  “For the king knows about these matters” (v. 26).   
a.  Agrippa was aware of many things regarding Christ.   

(i)  Though he was young at the time of Christ’s crucifixion, he certainly would have 
known about Him; after all, these things hadn’t been done in a corner.   

(ii)  His father’s untimely death in connection with the continuing ministry of Christ, 
would certainly have left an impression.   
(a) Remember, his father was the Herod Agrippa who killed James, imprisoned 

Peter and was struck down for not glorifying God for the wonderful oration he 
had made.   

(b)  By the way, it was God’s Spirit’s who enabled Herod to make that speech by 
His common work.   

(c)  Even the great accomplishments of unconverted men are all owing to God.   
(d)  This is a reminder to us to give Him the credit for every good thing He 

accomplishes through us.   
 

b.  Paul asked Agrippa, “Do you believe the Prophets? I know that you do” (v. 27).   
(i)  Notice, he didn’t wait for an answer, but credited him with believing them.   
(ii)  Agrippa actually did profess the Jewish religion, which means that he had regard 

for the Scriptures:   
(iii)  Paul knew this and so used this to compel him to embrace the truth.   
(iv)  It is easier in some respects to reason with those who accept the Scriptures:   

(a)  You don’t need to present arguments for its authority before you begin to use 
that authority.   

(b)  It’s also true that you don’t need to argue for its authority every time – you 
may simply use it for what it is:  God’s Word.   

 
(v)  On the other hand, a person’s acquaintance with Scripture can also get in the 

way, since those who accept the authority of Scripture, at least on some level, 
have generally already embraced a religious system of some kind.   
 

2.  We see this in Agrippa’s response:  “Agrippa replied to Paul, ‘In a short time you will 
persuade me to become a Christian’” (v. 28).  Maybe Agrippa’s background was 
working to his advantage; perhaps it wasn’t.  What he says can mean two things:   
a.  First, “Do you think in so short a time you will persuade me to become a Christian?”   

(i)  This would indicate that he was not persuaded and was pushing Paul’s testimony 
aside.   

(ii)  There are many people who push the truth aside because they are not willing to 
consider it.  They already have their own system and don’t want to be bothered 
with details of the truth.   

 
b.  Or, more positively, he could have meant that Paul’s testimony was very convincing:  

“In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.”   
(i)  He saw how Christ fulfilled the OT Scriptures; he was leaning in that direction 

and might be persuaded.   
(ii)  There are others, more thoughtful, who are willing to consider the truth.   
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(a)  They’ve heard the Gospel.   
(b)  They perhaps even believe it to be true.   
(c)  But they’re not there yet – they still need the Spirit’s work on their heart.   
(d)  As we saw last Lord’s Day evening, without the Spirit’s saving work, there 

are no affections heavenward.   
 
C.  Finally, let’s consider how the Gospel is the power of God to salvation to everyone who 

believes:  we see this in Paul’s express desire that all his hearers become Christians.   
1.  Paul’s response seems to favor the latter interpretation of Agrippa’s statement.   

a.  He expressed his desire that Agrippa, and all who heard him that day, whether in a 
short time or long, might become Christians, except for the imprisonment (v. 29).   

b.  Why did he say this?  To compel them to listen.   
(i)  He wanted all who heard him that day to repent and trust in Christ.   
(ii)  That is what he lived for, that is what he was in chains for, that was what he was 

willing to die for.   
(iii)  The Gospel is the power of God to salvation, the only way to God, the only path 

that leads to salvation.  If that isn’t worth dying for, then what is?   
(iv)  Do you believe this?  Then have you embraced Christ?  If not, then embrace 

Him now.   
(v)  If you have, what are you doing to reach those around you with the Gospel.  If 

they don’t hear it and respond, they will perish forever.   
(vi)  May God give us all the conviction that this Gospel is the only message that 

saved.   
 

2.  The last thing we see is Paul’s acquittal (v. 30-32).   
a.  Agrippa stood up, and those with him, signaling the end of the hearing (v. 30) – 

whether this was because he had heard enough or didn’t need to hear anything more, 
we don’t know.   

b.  But we do know this, they all concluded that Paul was innocent (v. 31).   
(i)  At this time, the Romans had still not passed any laws to condemn a man for 

being a Christian, as Nero later would, and as the author to the Hebrews indicates 
was true when he wrote that letter; although that was not far away.   

(ii)  They also agreed that Paul might have been released, if he had not appealed to 
Caesar (v. 32).   

(iii)  But by doing so, he had barred his own path to freedom.   
(iv)  Paul must now go to Rome:  but this was neither Paul nor Agrippa’s doing, it 

was Christ’s, to bring the Gospel there.  Amen.   


