
“Tell Them to Repent” 

(Mark 6:7-13) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered one of the main obstacles to evangelism – familiarity.   

a.  There are several things that stand in our way in reaching the lost:   

(i)  The fact that our audience’s heart is bent against God.   

(ii)  All the scientific propaganda to try and convince us that we don’t need 

the God hypothesis to explain what we see.   

(iii)  Our own lack of faith and weakness in communicating the message.   

 

b.  But here is another – that those we seek to minister to can dismiss what we 

say because they know us too well.   

(i)  It’s not just that they know our flaws better than others – which they will 

if they get to know us well.   

(ii)  We’ve seen that familiarity can be a problem even if you’re perfect – 

there weren’t many who believed Jesus in His own home town among 

those who knew Him the best.   

 

2.  This is a real obstacle, but don’t make the mistake of letting that stop you.   

a.  Jesus didn’t let it stop Him.   

(i)  He still ministered the Gospel to them.   

(ii)  Because He did, some believed – some who are in heaven today because 

He was willing to face this challenge.   

(iii)  You must face it as well, if you are to bring those closest to you to 

salvation in Jesus Christ.   

 

b.  Don’t forget as well that sometimes the fact that people know you can work 

in your favor.   

(i)  Especially if you’ve recently been saved.   

(ii)  The change in your life can be a powerful testimony.   

 

c.  Also don’t forget that the fact that there are far more people who don’t know 

you than do will work in your favor.   

d.  Reach out to them while you can – you never know if that opportunity will be 

their last.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Moving on from the problem of familiarity, let’s consider one more potential 

obstacle that stands in our way – and that is lack of familiarity with the Gospel.   

a.  Sometimes we may be tempted to think that the Gospel is too complicated to 

master very easily and share with others.   
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(i)  Not too long ago, we tried to overcome this road block by looking at a 

very basic outline – the message Paul gave to the Philippian jailer – 

someone, by the way, who very likely had no previous knowledge of the 

Gospel   

(ii)  Paul’s message was quite simple, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).   

 

b.  The message we see the disciples preach this morning is even simpler.   

 

2.  There are actually several things Jesus says here that are very helpful, and we’ll 

want to look at each briefly.   

3.  But we do want to spend the majority of our time focusing on the message:  

“They went out and preached that men should repent.”   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what the Lord says regarding evangelism in our passage.   

1.  It was time for the ministry of the Gospel to move forward at a faster rate.   

a.  Jesus had been training His disciples to do the work of the kingdom – now it 

was time to send them out.   

b.  This work has not only to do with saving individuals, but also in training 

them to be fruitful.   

(i)  Jesus trained these twelve – twelve more preachers could cover much 

more ground.   

(ii)  This is one of the reasons the Lord has ordained that we meet together –

to equip us through teaching and fellowshipping in one another’s gifts.   

(iii)  That’s why it’s important for you to do your best to be here each time 

we meet and to learn what He has for you – as well as the fact that we owe 

Him worship.   

(iv)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Let us consider how to stimulate one 

another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the 

more as you see the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-25).   

 

2.  In order for this work to move forward there also needs to be a measure of trust:  

Jesus entrusted this work to these men who were far less able – though at the 

same time adequately equipped – than He and sent them out (v. 7).   

a.  Sometimes the work is held back because we’re not willing to trust others to 

do the things they can do – we need to let each member contribute as much as 

they can.   

b.  This is also an encouragement that you don’t need to be perfect to help – you 

just need to be willing to be used however you can be useful.   

 

3.  For the work to move forward requires support:  He sent them out in pairs (v. 7).   

a.  No one of us is an island – no one of us is equipped to do all that needs to be 

done on our own.   
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b.  We all need each other’s support and encouragement – especially need each 

other’s prayers.   

c.  Make sure you do what you can to build up your brothers and sisters in 

Christ; and especially be willing to go with your brethren to do the work.   

 

4.  For the work to move forward the message needed to be authenticated.   

a.  It was the Word of God – the Lord could certainly have required that those 

who heard it submit without evidence – as He did with the prophets of old.   

b.  Instead, He condescended to their weakness by giving further evidence:  the 

ability to cast out demons (v. 7) and to heal the sick (v. 13).   

c.  The Lord hasn’t given you this ability to authenticate His message, but He 

has given you powerful arguments for the truth of the Gospel.   

(i)  The miracles of the Bible.   

(ii)  The eye witness testimony of those who it.   

(iii)  The evidence of fulfilled prophecy.   

(iv)  The witness of such a large number who were willing to give their lives 

for this message.   

(v)  A great deal of evidence in nature.   

(vi)  Do your best to know these things – because the more you know, the 

more effective you will be in removing the doubts the world casts on the 

truth of Scripture.   

 

5.  For the work to move forward, the Lord ordained that these workers would be 

supported.   

a.  Jesus told them to take nothing but the clothes on their backs and a staff – no 

food and no money (vv. 8-9), because they were to receive their support 

directly from those to whom they ministered (v. 10).   

b.  If they were received into at least one house – they were to stay and receive 

what they had to offer until their ministry in that town was completed.   

c.  This might not affect you personally, but it does affect those in full time 

ministry – since this is how they spend their working hours, this is how they 

are to be supported – the workman is worthy of his wages (Luke 10:7).   

 

6.  Finally, for the work to move forward, if they met with resistance, they were to 

leave and preach elsewhere – but they were to leave them with a testimony 

against them by shaking the dust off the soles of their feet.   

a.  If you share the Gospel with someone and they reject it, move on to someone 

else that might receive it – but leave them with a warning.   

b.  There are so many who need to hear – don’t waste your time on those who 

refuse it.   

 

B.  Let’s focus the rest of the time on the message they were to preach.   

1.  The message was really quite simple:  that men should repent.   

a.  The concept isn’t that hard:  It means to turn around and go the other 

direction – this isn’t merely a change of mind, but an entire change of life.   

b.  The people of the world are going the wrong way.   
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(i)  They are rebelling against God – breaking His commandments.   

(ii)  They are in their thoughts, imaginations, words and actions.   

(iii)  They’re walking on the broad road that leads to hell.   

(iv)  And that’s where they’ll end up if they don’t turn around.   

 

c.  They need to go the right direction.   

(i)  They need to turn from their unbelief, and trust in Jesus Christ – this is 

where repentance begins – by looking to Him in faith to forgive and make 

them righteous.   

(ii)  And they need to turn from their rebellion in every area and begin to 

follow Him as He leads them on the narrow path that leads to life.   

(iii)  This is the Gospel in one word:  repent.   

 

d.  If you haven’t come to Jesus yet this morning, this is what you need to do.   

(i)  If you’re on the same path as the world, you’re going the wrong direction.   

(ii)  You need to turn around and go the other way – against the world and 

towards God.   

(iii)  The path the Lord calls you to walk on is not a popular one.   

(a)  You’re not going to be a star, certainly not a superstar in the world’s 

eyes if you go this way.   

(b)  But if you do, you will live; if you don’t, you will perish forever.   

(c)  It’s as simple as that.   

 

(iv)  If you haven’t believed on the Lord Jesus to save you, repent; come to 

Him in faith; and begin to follow Him.   

 

2.  The message is simple, and yet at the same time it’s the most difficult thing in 

the world for an unconverted person to do – actually, it’s impossible.   

a.  Repent is the last thing anyone on the broad road wants to hear.   

(i)  They’re on that road is because that’s what’s in their heart.   

(ii)  As long as their hearts remain unconverted, that’s what they’ll do.   

(iii)  They can’t turn; they can’t repent, because they don’t want to.   

 

b.  And so what can you do?   

(i)  You need to tell them anyway.   

(a)  Tell them that they’re in danger and what that danger is.   

(b)  Tell them what God has done – how in His infinite love, He sent a 

Savior.   

(c)  Tell them that if they will repent – if they will turn around and come 

to Him through this Savior – He will forgive them and bring them to 

heaven.   

(d)  But make sure you tell them in love.   

(e)  This is the means by which He converts.   

(f)  This can be a difficult thing to do.  Tonight, we’ll consider the Lord’s 

promise to give you the courage and strength to do this, if you will only 

trust Him.   
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(ii)  The Lord may convert them – in which case all is well.   

(iii)  He may wake them up; if He does, then you need to point them in the 

right direction – point them to Jesus and pray the Lord would convert 

them.   

(iv)  If the Lord doesn’t wake them up right away, then you need to keep on 

praying that He would.   

(v)  Remember, you need to seek the Lord for them – they will never seek 

Him for themselves.   

 

c.  Finally, for those of you here this morning who haven’t repented, but are still 

determined to go the way of the world, remember that God alone can change 

your heart.   

(i)  You need to seek Him that He might bring you to repentance.   

(ii)  You need to realize that if He doesn’t, and you don’t repent, that you will 

die in your sins and suffer for them for all eternity.   

(iii)  May the Lord open your eyes before it’s too late and grant you His 

mercy.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


