
”Strangers to the Covenants” 
(Ephesians 2:11-12) 

In t roduc t ion: 

Have you experienced hopelessness? Outside the Ark, besieged 

Many today have no hope; many commit suicide. 
Many have hope who have no right to it. Going to the good place. 
The Gentiles, prior to Christ, had no hope. They were excluded from 

What I want you to see this morning is: 

Jerusalem, Jews in Hitler’s 3rd Reich, 

the church. Such also was your condition prior to Christ. 

When you were excluded from God’s ordained agency of redemption, 
you were without Christ, without God, and without hope in the world. 

I. You Were Excluded from the Church [v. 12a). 

A. Context. 
1. Paul has shown their moral and spiritual condition [2:1-3). 
2. Their resurrection and exaltation with Christ [2:4-7).  
3. Finally, God’s purpose for them in this age [2:8-10). 
4. He now reiterates the same from a covenantal perspective. 
5. He stirs them up to remembrance to make them thankful. 

B. They Were Excluded From The Citizenship of Israel 

1. OT Israel Was The Church. 
a. Families from Adam to Moses. 
b. Moses to Christ, in Israel, in families 
c. Today, in families from all nations. 

2. The Church and the State coextensive. 
a. To be a Jew was to be in the church. 
b. It was a Theocratic nation; God was their King. 
c. It was a mixture of regenerate and unregenerate. 

3. The Gentiles were excluded from the Church. 
a. They were not born into the covenant community 
b. They were by nature excluded. In the flesh. 
c. They were by nature separate from God ( 2 :  3). 

C. They Were Strangers to the Covenants of the Promise. 

1. The Church alone had the promises of God. 
a. They were the depository of God’s truth. 
b. To them had been entrusted the oracles of God. 

2. These were given to her in the covenants. 

(il Blessings for obedience. 
(iil Cursing for disobedience. 

a. God made gracious covenants with His people. 

b. They were the covenants of the promise 
(il As early as Gen. 3: 15. 
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(iil The promise of redemption <Acts 13:32-33>. 
(iiil Based upon the future work of Messiah. 

3. Gentiles, apart from the church, did not have the promises 
a. The Jews were the Lord's covenanted ones. 
b. They possessed the tablets of stone. 
c. There were no Gideons to copy and distribute them. 

D. This Was Evident in Their Lack of the Covenant Sign [v. 111. 

1. The sign and seal of the covenant was circumcision. 
2. Without it one was cut off from the covenant community. 

a. True, there were proselytes. 
b. But the Gentile literally became a Jew. 
c. Remember, evangelism was centripetal. 
d. Conversion was difficult, and never complete. 

3. They had neither the sign, nor the thing signified. 
a. God usually connects His grace with His sacraments. 
b. Lack of the sign showed lack of His grace. 

Calvin writes of Adam and the tree of life, 
"Though he had devoured the whole tree, he would not, by 
merely eating it, have recovered the possession of life; 
but, by taking away the sign, the Lord took from him also 
life itself" (21: 232). 

c. The efficacy was only through sacramental union. 
d. And received by faith. 

4. One could have the sign without what it signified. 
a. Circumcision can be made in the f lesh by human hands. 
b. True circumcision is of the heart <Rom. 2 :29> .  
c. The same is true of your baptism [Col. 2:lll. 

(il You may have had the sign applied. 
(iil But without true faith, it becomes sign of curse. 

11. As A Result You Were Apart From God as Well [v. lZb) 

A. To Be Excluded From The Church Is To Be Without Christ. 

1. The Church alone had the Promises of Messiah. 
a. It is founded upon His finished work. 
b. The Church is His redeemed. 
c. The reward given to Him by the Father. 
d. The Church exists only for Him. 

2. The Church is the only agency of redemption. 
a. God is free to work above the ordinary means. 
b. But ordinarily there is no salvation apart from the 

church. (WCF XXV: 2 ) .  
c. Calvin writes, "But because it is now our intention to 

discuss the visible church, let us learn even from the 
simple title 'mother' how useful, indeed how necessary, 
it is that we should know her. For there is no other way 
to enter into life unless this mother conceive us in her 
womb, give us birth, nourish us at her breast, and 
lastly, unless she keep us under her care and guidance 
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until, putting off mortal flesh, we become like the 
angels [Matt. 22:301. Our weakness does not allow us to 
be dismissed from her school until we have been pupils 
all our lives. Furthermore, away from her bosom one 
cannot hope for any forgiveness of sins or any salvation, 
as Isaiah and Joel testify” [Calvin Institutes 4.1.4). 

3 .  She is the official herald of God’s salvation <Matt. 28:19>. 
a. The only divinely authorized agency of salvation 
b. To them the task of evangelism has been entrusted. 
c. Parachurch organizations may be God’s judgment. 

d. The Church should awaken to its divine calling. 
(il The work needs to be done. 

(iil The Church must be the one to do it. 

(ivl Remember the Church is not just an institution. 
(iiil We should strengthen the Church. 

B. Apart From Christ, There is No Access to the Father. 

1. Christ is the only way to the Father. 
a. ”I am the way . . . Jn. 14:6. 
b. ”No Son, does not have the Father” (1 John 2 : 2 3 ) .  
c. Jesus is the only Mediator (1 Tim. 2 : 5 ) .  
d. If another way, not need Him. 

2. It was no less true back then. 

C. Apart From God, There Is No Hope. 

1. They did worship gods. 
a. History records the pantheons of gods. 
b. They are creaturely gods [Rom. 1: 18f 1.  

2. But their gods were not the true god. 
a. An idol is nothing in the world <Gal. 4:8>. 
b. Maybe emotional security, but no true hope. 
c. A block of wood cannot save. 
d. No god of man’s devise can deliver. 

3 .  Only the true God offers hope. 

Conclusion: 
1. Paul engenders thankfulness by way of reminder. 
2. They were apart from God’s covenant community, His gracious 

covenants, the sign of His covenants, and, as a result, were 
without Christ, without God, and without hope. 

reached by God through His institution. 
a. Some of you were children of the covenant. 
b. Some converted by the witness of a friend. 
c. Some by the testimony of a speaker. 
d. Some by a para-ecclesiastical worker. 
e. But all of you directly or indirectly through the Church. 
f. Let us seek by all means to be what God has called us to. 
g. To Him be all glory now and forever. Amen. 

3 .  You were once apart from Christ, but in some way you were 


