
“Strangers and Exiles on Earth” 

(Hebrews 11:13-16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we saw  

 

That the Gospel divides:   

 

It divides us from the world,  

 

It often divides our households.   

 

Wherever the two kingdoms exist,  

 

There will be division  

 

And because of that,  

 

There will also be conflict.   

 

 

Applied to the world in general  

 

It means this can be a very unpleasant place to be.   

 

As the agenda of the world advances,  

 

It brings the church into greater and greater conflict with it.   

 

Just consider conditions in our country:   

 

Christian businesses are constantly being sued  

 

Because they’re declining to support  

 

Homosexual “marriage.”   

 

Long before that happened  

 

Universities were persecuting  

 

Scientists who believed in any form of intelligent design.   
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If you haven’t already seen it –  

 

And the Lord gives us the chance to do so –  

 

Expelled:  No Intelligence Allowed  

 

Brings this out very clearly.   

 

Very soon our government is going to require  

 

That our young wives and daughters  

 

Register for selective services –  

 

If the draft is reinstituted,  

 

They may likely have to serve as military combatants,  

 

Something the Bible is strongly opposed to.   

 

 

As we see these things advance,  

 

There are two promises we should bear in mind  

 

That can be very encouraging:   

 

1.  One day the Lord has promised to change all of this  

 

When He brings His kingdom in the world with power and glory.   

 

2.  If we don’t live to see that fulfilled in this world,  

 

We still have the promise that we will see heaven when we die –  

 

That we will be a part of the New Heavens and the New Earth.   

 

In other words, this is not our permanent home.   

 

We’re just pilgrims passing through.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Our passage reminds us of this very thing.   
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The author to the Hebrews has been cataloging  

 

Those who lived the life of faith –  

 

Those who took God at His Word,  

 

And lived accordingly.   

 

They were outcasts –  

 

They were hated by the world  

 

And suffered in this world –  

 

But that didn’t really matter –  

 

They knew this life is brief –  

 

Like a vapor that quickly vanishes away.   

 

They looked beyond this life  

 

To what was coming.   

 

They took their eyes off this world  

 

And placed them on that heavenly country  

 

God had provided for them.   

 

And this gave them the hope and courage they needed  

 

To live godly in an ungodly world.   

 

 

This evening, let’s consider  

 

That if you want to have this same kind of hope,  

 

1.  You must see the promise by faith.   

 

2.  You must desire that promise.   

 

3.  You must seek after what is promised.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  You must see the promise by faith.   

 

 

As you’ll recall,  

 

The author to the Hebrews was writing  

 

To encourage his audience to endure the difficulties they were facing:   

 

They were being persecuted by the Roman government  

 

For being part of an illegal religion.   

 

Because of that persecution,  

 

They were being tempted  

 

To return to the Jewish religion –  

 

To the Old Covenant system –  

 

Because it was legal –  

 

(It cost the Jewish people a great deal of blood  

 

Before the Romans finally exempted them  

 

From the worship of Caesar.)   

 

But to do so would be to deny Christ –  

 

To reject everything the Old Covenant was pointing to,  

 

To turn away from what was superior to it in every way,  

 

And to fall from the only way God gave that they could be saved.   

 

 

The way he encouraged them to stand firm  

 

Was by pointing to the fact that every believer  

 

Has had to face these same difficulties  

 

As they traveled from earth to heaven,  
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And to what gave them the strength to persevere.   

 

He writes, “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen 

them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that 

they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (v. 13).   

 

Faith is what gave them that strength.   

 

Faith in God’s promise –  

 

The promise of a better life in a better country.   

 

They believed what God said,  

 

And being renewed in hope,  

 

They pressed forward.   

 

 

Notice that they believed God  

 

Even though they never saw the fulfillment of His promise.   

 

“All these died in faith, without receiving the promises.”   

 

As I mentioned before,  

 

It’s possible to die before God’s promise is fulfilled.   

 

There is a promise of a greater expansion  

 

And influence of God’s kingdom on earth,  

 

But we may not live to see it.   

 

Those who lived during the Great Awakening  

 

Who saw what the Lord was able to do,  

 

And who believed that He had promised to do more,  

 

Prayed –  

 

They prayed believing –  
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But they died in faith  

 

Without receiving what God promised.   

 

But it didn’t matter,  

 

Because they knew they already had it –  

 

They saw it through the eyes of faith.   

 

 

This morning,  

 

We saw Jesus’ brothers encourage Him  

 

To go up to Judea, to the Feast of Booths/Tabernacles.   

 

We didn’t really have time to look at that feast,  

 

But it’s really a great illustration  

 

Of what we’re talking about here.   

 

 

Let’s read about it in Leviticus 23:34-44:   

 

The Lord said through Moses, “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘On the fifteenth 

of this seventh month is the Feast of Booths for seven days to the LORD.  On 

the first day is a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work of any kind.  

For seven days you shall present an offering by fire to the LORD.  On the eighth 

day you shall have a holy convocation and present an offering by fire to the 

LORD; it is an assembly.  You shall do no laborious work.  These are the 

appointed times of the LORD which you shall proclaim as holy convocations, to 

present offerings by fire to the LORD – burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

sacrifices and drink offerings, each day’s matter on its own day – besides those 

of the sabbaths of the LORD, and besides your gifts and besides all your votive 

and freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD.  On exactly the fifteenth 

day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the crops of the land, you 

shall celebrate the feast of the LORD for seven days, with a rest on the first day 

and a rest on the eighth day.  Now on the first day you shall take for yourselves 

the foliage of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and 

willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven 

days.  You shall thus celebrate it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the 

year.  It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations; you shall 

celebrate it in the seventh month.  You shall live in booths for seven days; all the 

native-born in Israel shall live in booths, so that your generations may know that 
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I had the sons of Israel live in booths when I brought them out from the land of 

Egypt.  I am the LORD your God.’  So Moses declared to the sons of Israel the 

appointed times of the LORD.”   

 

As I said this morning,  

 

This was one of the three feasts  

 

That God required all Jewish males attend.   

 

It was meant to remind them of the wilderness wanderings,  

 

When they had to live in tents  

 

Before the Lord brought them to a permanent city.   

 

The Lord wanted them to remember and be thankful  

 

For the many mercies He had already shown them.   

 

 

That’s one of the reasons He’s appointed the Lord’s Table –  

 

So that we would look back and remember what He’s done for us  

 

Through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

 

But the Feast of Booths was also a figure or type  

 

Of the wanderings of spiritual Israel, or the church in this world –  

 

In other words,  

 

This Feast was also instituted to teach us something –  

 

That right now we’re in a wilderness;  

 

That this isn’t our permanent home;  

 

That we’re only passing through.   

 

 

While we’re here, we’re also living in tents –  

 

We’re also afflicted –  
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But one day, we won’t need these tents any longer –  

 

They will be torn down  

 

And we’ll move to our permanent residence in heaven.   

 

Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our 

outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  For 

momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 

beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.  For we know that if the earthly tent which 

is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens.  For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be 

clothed with our dwelling from heaven, inasmuch as we, having put it on, will 

not be found naked.   For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being 

burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that 

what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.  Now He who prepared us for this 

very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.  Therefore, being 

always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we 

are absent from the Lord – for we walk by faith, not by sight – we are of good 

courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home 

with the Lord.  Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or 

absent, to be pleasing to Him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 

according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 4:16-5:10).   

 

Believing this promise  

 

Will go a long ways in giving you strength  

 

While you walk in this world.   

 

You must see the promise –  

 

But you can only see it by faith.   

 

 

B.  You must also desire the promise.   

 

The author writes, “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but 

having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having 

confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (v. 13).   

 

The author is writing about saving faith,  
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Not just faith in general.   

 

We can understand what he is saying more clearly  

 

When we remember what that faith is:   

 

It has three parts –  

 

Content:  what is to be believed;  

 

Assent:  the belief these things are true;  

 

And trust:  the application of this truth to our lives.   

 

 

It’s possible to have assent without trust.   

 

You can believe what God says is true  

 

Without being saved.   

 

The classic illustration of this is the demons.   

 

James writes, “But someone may well say, ‘You have faith and I have works; show 

me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.’  

You believe that God is one.  You do well; the demons also believe, and 

shudder.  But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without 

works is useless?” (James 2:18-20).   

 

What is the difference between demonic faith and saving faith?   

 

Both believe the truth,  

 

Both may have even orthodox/correct beliefs,  

 

But only one applies that truth to life,  

 

Only one actually lives what is believed.   

 

Saving faith bears the fruit of good works.   

 

It moves from the mind to the body.   

 

It goes beyond our thoughts,  
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To our affections, to our hearts,  

 

And influences the way we live.   

 

 

It’s not enough to know what God promises.   

 

It’s not enough even to believe what He says.   

 

You must welcome what He’s promised –  

 

You must desire it  

 

To the point that you do what we see next.   

 

 

C.  Finally, you must seek after what is promised.   

 

The author writes, “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but 

having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having 

confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For those who say 

such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.  And 

indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they 

would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, 

that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for 

He has prepared a city for them” (vv. 13-16).   

 

What will be true of you if you have saving faith?   

 

Knowing what God promises,  

 

And believing it to be true,  

 

You will apply that truth –  

 

You will live it.   

 

 

You will confess/accept that you are strangers and exiles on the earth –  

 

That you’re from another country,  

 

That you don’t belong here,  

 

That this isn’t your home.   

 



11 

You’ve taken up the Lord’s commission.   

 

You’ve picked up your cross and died to this world.   

 

You’ve put your hand to the plow  

 

And have no intention of turning back –  

 

Of going back to the world.   

 

 

You will seek what the Lord has promised –  

 

That better country,  

 

That country you now belong to,  

 

That heavenly country –  

 

The things above and not the things below.   

 

 

Practically speaking,  

 

You will no longer live for yourself and your own pleasure –  

 

You will live for God’s glory –  

 

You will live for His service alone –  

 

Keeping your eyes fixed on heaven  

 

Knowing that one day you will be there.   

 

 

If you are willing to do this,  

 

The Lord says He will not be ashamed to be called your God.   

 

This implies that He is ashamed  

 

When some profess to know Him –  

 

When those do so who are really of the world.   

 

He’s ashamed because of the way they represent Him –  
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They say they know Him,  

 

But they live as though they don’t.   

 

 

But if you turn your back on this world,  

 

And set your face towards heaven –  

 

If you turn from your sins  

 

And begin to live as He calls you to live –  

 

He will be delighted to be called your God.   

 

 

If that’s what you’re doing,  

 

You can know that He has prepared a city for you:   

 

Heaven, the heavenly Jerusalem.   

 

 

The New Heavens and the New Earth  

 

That will come through Christ’s work,  

 

Will come for you.   

 

 

And if you know you have such a heavenly country  

 

That is waiting for you after this life,  

 

It will give you the hope you need to live  

 

The life He calls you to live in this ungodly world,  

 

Even though you will suffer for it.   

 

 

Do you have this hope this evening?   

 

You can only have it  
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If you believe God’s promise of salvation in Jesus Christ,  

 

If you desire Him as your Lord and Savior,  

 

And if you actually turn from your sins,  

 

And trust in Him.   

 

If you haven’t done so,  

 

I encourage you to do so now  

 

That you might have this hope,  

 

That you might be saved.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


