
2 Tim 2:3-4 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may 
please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 
 

1. This text is pointed most directly at elders but has application for all believers 
a. When YOU think of spiritual warriors who do you think of 

i. Pastors 
ii. Elders 

iii. Missionaries 
b. All believers are called to the same service. 
c. The difference between an elder and a layperson is a difference of gifting 

not of service; all of us are called to service for Christ. 
d. Special application for elders as they are to train us for and lead us into the 

battle. 
e. What is the battle 

i. Battle is for the souls of the lost, for society, for the entire creation. 
ii. We win when we spread the good news and the Word of God 

transforms people, cities, states, and nations. 
iii. The “therefore” in this verse directly related to teaching others. 

 
2. The theme of this sermon is you must be a soldier that is pleasing to Christ. We 

are going to examine this topic in four main points. 
a. First, You must realize that you and all true believers are soldiers of 

Christ. 
b. Secondly, You must realize that if you are a soldier then you must endure 

hardship in a way that is pleasing to Christ 
c. Thirdly, You must not become entangled with the world in a way that is 

displeasing to Christ. 
d. And lastly you must realize that you have been enlisted for the purpose of 

pleasing Christ 
 

e. Therefore if you are to be a soldier that is pleasing to Christ… 
 

3. First, you must realize that you and all true believers are soldiers of Christ. 
a. The Bible teaches that we are soldiers 

i. Only soldiers wear armor.  “To the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus” Eph. 6:11–13 “Put on the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” 

1. In Paul’s day if you were wearing armor you were a 
soldier. 

2. We are called to wear armor therefore we to are soldiers. 
ii. We have been given mighty weapons and told to use them as 

soldiers.  “To the church of God which is at Corinth” 2 Cor 10:3ff 
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 
flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 
God for pulling down strongholds…” 



1. Would you give an anti-aircraft gun to an infant? 
2. Would you give a nuclear weapon to a teenager? 
3. Mighty weapons are to be used by warriors for the purpose 

of making war. 
4. Paul assumes warfare participated in by the believers 
 

b. The Bible also teaches that we are engaged in a war 
i. In Sunday School we learned that one of the elements of the 

Covenant of Grace is warfare or enmity. 
ii. Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel." 

iii. Not just Christ but the body of Christ also involved… Rom 16:20 
“And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 

 
c. But more than that our passage teaches that we have been enlisted as 

soldiers. 
i. Poor translation in the NIV here.  “Commanding Officer”  

ii. Correct “him who enlisted him as a soldier” 
iii. Passive nature of our enlistment 

1. Action on the side of the enlisting person 
2. God printed up an Uncle Sam poster just for you… 
3. Christ has enlisted us sovereignly for a purpose 

a. God is not frivolous in his actions 
b. Gifts given on enlistment are for use in Christian 

warfare. 
 

d. Cowards and those who stay back from the fight are not tolerated in any 
army 

i. They slow down the progress of the army. 
ii. If a soldier neglects to watch or refuses to fight, his enemy has him 

in his power. – Charles Hodge 
iii. Christ despises those who are called by his name who are not hot 

for his cause Rev 3:16 “So then, because you are lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” 

iv. In the end they will be cast off.  Rev. 21:8 "But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 

 
e. If you are to be a soldier that is pleasing to Christ then… 

i. First, You must realize that you and all true believers are soldiers 
of Christ. 

 



4. Secondly, You must realize that if you are a soldier then you must endure 
hardship in a way that is pleasing to Christ. 

a. You must face the hardship of daily life in a way that is pleasing to Christ 
i. 1 Cor 9: 27 “But I discipline my body and bring it into 

subjection…” 
ii. It has been often said that it is easier to die for the Lord than to live 

for Him. 
 

b. You must face the hardship of fighting the enemy in a way that is pleasing 
to Christ. 

i. 1 Peter 5:8-9 your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 
brotherhood in the world. 

ii. Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. 

iii. We may be opened to attack like Job 
 

c. You must face the hardship of persecution in a way that is pleasing to 
Christ (Evangelism) 

i. 2Tim 1: 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings 
for the gospel according to the power of God, 

ii. Why was Paul in prison?  Because he shared the gospel of Christ 
boldly… 

 
d. If you are to be a soldier that is pleasing to Christ then… 

i. First, You must realize that you and all true believers are soldiers 
of Christ. 

ii. Secondly, You must realize that if you are a soldier then you must 
endure hardship in a way that is pleasing to Christ 

 
5. And Thirdly, You must not become entangled with the world in a way that is 

displeasing to Christ. 
a. This does not mean that we don’t work 

i. Misunderstanding of monastic movement. 
ii. Paul was a tentmaker 

iii. Work can become entangling if material things become your goal. 
 

b. 1 Cor 10:31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God 

 
c. Do not let riches distract you from the battle 

i. Achan – Josh. 7:1-> 



1. Covetous 
2. Traitor in the midst of the army 
3. Results of the battle (evangelism) unsuccessful 
 

d. Not only the lure of riches but also our sins can keep us from being 
effective in our warfare. 

i. Hebrews 12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 

 
e. If you are to be a soldier that is pleasing to Christ then… 

i. First, You must realize that you and all true believers are soldiers 
of Christ. 

ii. Secondly, You must realize that if you are a soldier then you must 
endure hardship in a way that is pleasing to Christ 

iii. Thirdly, You must not become entangled with the world in a way 
that is displeasing to Christ. 

 
6. And lastly you must realize that you have been enlisted for the purpose of 

pleasing Christ. 
a. Using your gifts in the Church is pleasing to Christ. 

i. Turn to Romans 12:6-8 
ii. Earlier I spoke of gifts given for a purpose. 

iii. Romans 12:6-8 Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; 
he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he 
who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

1. Compare to military callings. 
a. Giving = supply lines 
b. Ministering = medical units 
c. Teaching = training 
d. Leading = officer 
e. Not so that they can all have tea parties. 
f. All focused toward the front lines = evangelism 

i. Giving so that the word can go forth 
ii. Ministering to the prisoners who have been 

released 
iii. Teaching the troops the truth to evangelize 

with 
iv. Leading the troops into the battle 

iv. Specifically to the elders: 1 Tim 4: 14 Do not neglect the gift that 
is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on 
of the hands of the eldership. 



1. Teach the army to fight 
2. Lead the army into battle 
 

b. Using the weapon of Prayer is pleasing to Christ 
i. 2Cor 10:4 “weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 

God for pulling down strongholds” Weapon accessible to all 
believers is prayer. 

ii. 1Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious 
and watchful in your prayers. 

iii. Paul is constantly requesting prayers from the believers he writes 
to, he knows the power of prayer and covets it greatly. 

iv. Acts 2:42 and they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

v. Acts 4:31 and when they had prayed, the place where they were 
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

 
c. Word of God = Sword Goal is Evangelism (pleasing to Christ.) 

i. Eph 6:17 The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 
ii. We as a church need to stay focused on the task we have been 

given.  Let’s not allow our activities to ever stray far from the 
marching orders given by Christ… 

iii. Matt 28: 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

 
7. Conclusion 

a. If you are to be a soldier that is pleasing to Christ then… 
i. First, You must realize that you and all true believers are soldiers 

of Christ. 
ii. Secondly, You must realize that if you are a soldier then you must 

endure hardship in a way that is pleasing to Christ 
iii. Thirdly, You must not become entangled with the world in a way 

that is displeasing to Christ. 
iv. And lastly you must realize that you have been enlisted for the 

purpose of pleasing Christ 
b. Paul in Thessalonica 

i. Acts 17:6 "These who have turned the world upside down have 
come here too.” 


