
“Sin Is Not an Option” 

(Colossians 3:5-11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   Last week,  

1.  We saw the command:   

a.  To put on the Lord Jesus,  

b.  And to make no provision  

c.  For your flesh  

d.  With regard to its lusts.   

 

2.  Obedience is to be universal.   

a.  And so also your fight against sin.   

b.  This is what your Lord commands,  

c.  And so it is your duty.   

d.  And it is possible  

e.  Because the Lord has given you His Spirit.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening,  

a.  We’ll continue the theme  

b.  Of putting off all sin.   

c.  We see the command again in our passage:   

(i)  Paul writes, “But now you also, put them all aside:  anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive speech from your mouth” (v. 8).   

(ii)  The question we’ll ask this evening is why –  

(a)  Why must it be all or nothing?   

(b)  Paul gives us several reasons in our text.   

(c)  But we’ll also add a couple more.   

 

2.  The reasons we’ll consider tonight are:   

a.  Because sin is idolatry.   

b.  Because it brings God’s wrath.   

c.  Because it steals precious time.   

d.  Because in Christ, you have put aside the old self and have put on the new.   

e.  Because in order to overcome any one sin, you must fight against them all.   

f.  Because you really don’t want to put off any one sin unless you want to do 

the same for all.   

g.  And because it cost Jesus His life to forgive and free you from sin.   

h.  Let’s consider each briefly for a few moments.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you should put off every sin because every sin is idolatry.   
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 Paul writes, “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 

immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry” 

(v. 5).   

1.  Paul may be singling out greed here.   

a.  Greed certainly is idolatry.   

b.  It’s putting possessions before God.   

c.  This was the sin of the rich young ruler.   

 

2.  But it’s also true that all sin is idolatry.   

a.  Whenever you submit to any sin,  

(i)  You’re putting it before your obedience to God.   

(ii)  You’re showing you desire/love it more than God.   

(iii)  You’re making that thing your god,  

(iv)  Giving it the ability to command you,  

(v)  And in so doing, breaking the first commandment.   

 

b.  Every sin usurps the place God alone should hold.   

(i)  If it’s fighting your affection for God,  

(ii)  It has to go.   

(iii)  And so put it off.   

(iv)  Put them all off.   

 

B.  Second, you should put off every sin because sin brings God’s wrath.   

 Paul writes, “For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon 

the sons of disobedience” (v. 6).   

1.  The Westminster Assembly reminds us  

a.  What every sin deserves  

b.  But for God’s grace:   

(i)  “There is no sin so small  

(ii)  But it deserves damnation” (15.4).   

(iii)  What is damnation,  

(iv)  But God’s wrath against sin?   

 

c.  That is what your sin and mine would deserve,  

(i)  And what we would have received,  

(ii)  If Jesus had not done His work.   

 

d.  God pours His wrath out every day against sin (Rom. 1:18).   

(i)  That’s why He’s coming again  

(ii)  To judge all men for their sins:   

(iii)  To measure out His wrath against them.  

 

e.  This is why one day He will renovate the universe –  

(i)  Sin has polluted His Creation,  

(ii)  And so He will purge it.   
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f.  God hates sin,  

(i)  He hates all sin,  

(ii)  He must judge it,  

(iii)  He must consign those who practice it  

(iv)  To everlasting damnation.   

 

2.  Now if this is how God views sin,  

a.  If this is what it deserves from His hand,  

b.  Can you so easily allow yourself to sin?   

c.  Can you allow any sin in your life?   

d.  No.   

(i)  If you have any respect for the Lord,  

(ii)  Any godly fear in your heart,  

(iii)  You must stay away from the things He hates  

(iv)  And that will bring down His wrath and condemnation.   

(v)  How could you do otherwise?   

 

C.  Third, you should put off every sin because they have already stolen enough of 

your life.   

Paul reminds them, “And in them you also once walked, when you were living in 

them” (v. 7).   

1.  Your sins are not only infinitely offensive to God  

a.  But that part of your life you’ve given to it,  

b.  Is time you can never reclaim,  

c.  Time you will never be rewarded for.   

 

2.  You need to ask yourself this question:   

a.  How much of your life do you want to pour down the drain?   

b.  Peter writes, “Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm 

yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the 

flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no 

longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  For the time already past 

is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having 

pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties 

and abominable idolatries” (1 Pet. 4:1-3).   

c.  Every moment you have is an infinitely precious gift from God.   

(i)  It is the only opportunity you’ll have  

(ii)  To serve Him in this world.   

(iii)  You only have so much of it,  

(iv)  And you don’t know how much that is.   

(v)  Once it’s gone,  

(a)  All the wealth of the universe  

(b)  Can’t buy even one more moment.   

 

(vi)  Don’t let sin steal any more of your life.   

(a)  Put it off; put it all off.   



4 

(b)  Redeem your time!   

 

D.  Fourth, you should put off every sin because you have laid aside the old self and 

put on the new.   

1.  Paul writes, “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its 

evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true 

knowledge according to the image of the One who created him” (vv. 9-10).   

2.  When you trusted Jesus as your Savior,  

a.  When you looked to Him to save you,  

(i)  You were united with Him,  

(ii)  Buried with Him,  

(iii)  And raised with Him.   

(iv)  Your old self died,  

(v)  And a new creature was born.   

 

b.  Since the old man is dead,  

(i)  The Lord calls you to lay aside  

(ii)  The deeds of the old man –  

(iii)  The things you wanted before.   

 

c.  And since you are a new creature,  

(i)  You are to put on the works of the new man:   

(a)  You are to love righteousness  

(b)  And hate sin.   

 

(ii)  This is what you want to do.   

(a)  And so yield to this new nature –  

(b)  To the Spirit –  

(c)  And put off every sin.   

 

E.  Fifth, you should put off every sin because if you don’t, you won’t be able to 

overcome any sin.   

1.  You can’t really put off any one sin,  

a.  Unless you put off all of them.   

b.  Because in the same way love  

(i)  Is at the root of everything we do that’s right,  

(ii)  So sin is at the root of everything we do that’s wrong.   

 

c.  Anything that strengthens one sin,  

(i)  Strengthens all of them,  

(ii)  Because it strengthens the root.   

(iii)  If you fight against one,  

(a)  But practice another,  

(b)  You’re actually strengthening  

(c)  The one you’re fighting against,  

(d)  Because you’re strengthening your flesh,  
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(e)  Which gives strength to them all.   

 

(iv)  Maybe you’re trying to overcome lust,  

(a)  But allow yourself to break your vows,  

(1)  To break the Sabbath,  

(2)  To disobey and dishonor authority,  

(3)  To hate others,  

(4)  To covet what they have,  

(5)  And so forth.   

 

(b)  How can you hope to overcome lust,  

(1)  When you’re feeding it at the same time  

(2)  By indulging the other desires of the flesh?   

(3)  If you give into one, you strengthen the whole.   

 

2.  You must fight against every sin,  

a.  If you would overcome any one of them.   

b.  You must put off all your sins.   

 

F.  Sixth, you should put off every sin because you really don’t want to put off any sin 

unless you want to put them all off.  This follows what we saw last week:   

1.  If you think you’re fighting against lust  

a.  Because you hate it,  

(i)  Because it’s sinful in God’s eyes,  

(ii)  But you’re not fighting against your other sins;  

 

b.  You’re fighting lust  

(i)  For some other reason than that it’s sin.   

(ii)  If you hated lust  

(a)  Because it’s sin,   

(b)  Then you would hate  

(c)  And fight against every sin.   

 

2.  If you love any one sin,  

a.  If you hold onto any one sin,  

b.  Knowing it is sin,  

c.  You don’t really hate sin.   

d.  The sin you’re putting off  

(i)  You’re putting off for some other reason –  

(ii)  Maybe because the cost of holding onto it  

(iii)  Has become too great.   

 

3.  If you really hate sin,  

a.  Then you will try to put them all off  

b.  Because you will hate them all.   
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G.  Finally, you should put off every sin because it cost Jesus His life to forgive and 

free you from sin.   

1.  If you love the Lord,  

a.  You should want nothing to do  

b.  With the reason He was nailed to the cross.   

c.  As we saw this morning,  

(i)  Jesus was betrayed by Judas into the hand of the chief priests and scribes.   

(a)  They tried and condemned Him to death,  

(b)  And handed Him over to the Romans for crucifixion.   

 

(ii)  When Pilate offered to release Jesus,  

(a)  They asked for a murderer to be released to them instead  

(b)  And called out for His blood.   

 

(iii)  The Romans mocked Him,  

(a)  Spit on Him,  

(b)  Scourged Him,  

(c)  And crucified Him.   

 

(iv)  On the cross, He endured God’s wrath.   

(v)  And why?   

(a)  Because of sin!   

(b)  Not just any sin,  

(c)  It was for your sin!   

 

2.  You might not think sin is that serious,  

a.  But that’s not how God looks at it.   

b.  Some think it should be an easy thing  

c.  For God to forgive sin.   

d.  It wasn’t!   

e.  To forgive you,  

(i)  It cost Him the life  

(ii)  Of His only begotten Son.   

(iii)  He had to make His Son suffer  

(iv)  For every one of your sins.   

(v)  Can you allow yourself so easily to sin  

(vi)  Knowing what it cost?   

 

f.  It cost Jesus His life to free you  

(i)  From the power of sin  

(a)  Will you so easily submit to it again  

(b)  And become its slave?   

 

(ii)  Sin is something you should never again submit to;  

(iii)  It should never be an option.   
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g.  A puritan pastor once wrote,  

(i)  That it would be better to throw yourself into hell  

(ii)  Than to allow yourself in one sin.   

(iii)  His reason was this:   

(a)  It’s better to suffer outward pain and not deserve it,  

(b)  Than commit an infinite offense against God  

(c)  And so deserve to suffer in hell.   

(d)  He was right.   

(e)  Is that how you see it?   

(f)  If it is, don’t do it!   

 

h.  Sin is infinitely offensive to Him,  

(i)  Consider again the price He paid  

(ii)  To free you from it:   

(iii)  His only Son!   

 

i.  You won’t be able completely to subdue sin.   

(i)  There will always be  

(ii)  Something of self-love, pride, the desire that others to applaud you.   

(iii)  But you should do the best you can  

(iv)  To keep your mind, motives and actions pure.   

(v)  May the Lord help us all  

(vi)  To make no room in our lives for sin.   Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


