
“Set Your Heart on Heaven” 

(Matthew 13:44-46) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  We’ve seen  

1.  That when Jesus died on the cross,  

a.  We died with Him by faith,  

(i)  And when He was raised again to life,  

(ii)  We were raised with Him to live a new life.   

 

b.  You have died with Christ –  

(i)  To sin;  

(ii)  To your old way of living –  

(iii)  And you have been raised with Him  

(iv)  Now to live for God.   

 

c.  This principle of death and life  

(i)  Is working in you  

(ii)  If you’ve trusted Jesus Christ –  

(iii)  The Spirit of God is working in you  

(a)  Making you want to kill your sins  

(b)  And put on righteousness,   

(c)  Moving you to turn against your old way of living  

(d)  And towards what Jesus would have you do.   

 

d.  This isn’t to say that this process is an easy one – it isn’t:   

(i)  The world will turn against you  

(a)  If you go this way  

(b)  Just as it turned against Jesus.   

 

(ii)  The Spirit and your flesh will be in constant warfare.   

(a)  Putting off your sins  

(b)  Will be like cutting off hands and feet  

(c)  And plucking out eyes.   

 

(iii)  But with the Spirit in your soul, you can.   

(a)  You can walk on this path –  

(b)  The only road that leads to heaven.   

(c)  The road the Lord calls you to walk on.   

(d)  And get off the path that leads to destruction  

(e)  The path the world walks on.   

 

2.  But since this way of life  

a.  Requires as much as it does –  
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(i)  Since it requires you to lay down your life  

(ii)  And pick up your cross,  

 

b.  If you’re going to walk it,  

(i)  You must have the proper motivation.   

(ii)  Last week we began to look at  

(iii)  The kind of motivation the Lord offers you.   

 

c.  The first thing we noted  

(i)  Was the motivation faith provides.   

(ii)  The author to the Hebrews writes,  

(a)  “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen” (11:1).   

(b)  If you have it this evening,  

(1)  You have the ability to see  

(2)  What those without faith can’t –  

(3)  You can see the promised inheritance.   

 

(iii)  That’s one reason  

(a)  Those who trusted the Lord  

(b)  Were willing to pay  

(c)  What they did to follow Him.   

(1)  Why Noah was willing to spend a hundred years building an ark.   

(2)  Why Abraham left his home and family and wandered as a stranger 

in the land of Promise.   

(3)  Why Moses gave up the power and riches of Egypt, to suffer with 

the people of God.   

(4)  Why the disciples gave up their comforts to follow Jesus.   

(5)  Why they and the early martyrs were willing even to die.   

 

(d)  What they saw made it all worthwhile.   

(1)  The fulfillment of the promises.   

(2)  If you have faith, you can see the same thing.   

(3)  They may have seen it more clearly because they had a stronger 

faith,  

(4)  But you must see something of this  

(5)  Otherwise, you wouldn’t be following Jesus.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But something more is implied in what they saw  

 That made them go this direction.   

a.  Something I mentioned last time, but didn’t develop:   

(i)  They not only saw these things  

(ii)  They desired them.   

(a)  They saw the fulfillment of the promises by faith,  

(b)  And wanted what they saw  
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(c)  More than what they had in this world.   

 

b.  This evening, Jesus gives us two parables:   

(i)  That of a man who found a treasure in the field,  

(ii)  And that of a merchant who found a pearl of great value.   

 

c.  Both came by their treasures in different ways:   

(i)  One just seemed to stumble on his,  

(ii)  While the other searched carefully for it –  

(1)  Which might have something to say  

(2)  About how people enter the kingdom –  

(3)  How the Lord saves some who aren’t searching,  

(4)  While He saves others who are –  

 

d.  But there’s one thing we don’t want to miss   

(i)  That was common to both:    

(ii)  What they found  

(a)  Was worth more to them than everything they had  

(b)  So much so that they were willing to give up all that they had  

(c)  To have that treasure.   

 

2.  Jesus tells you this evening  

a.  That the treasure He offers you in the Gospel  

b.  Will cost you all your possessions:    

(i)  If you want to enter His kingdom  

(ii)  You must be willing to part  

(iii)  With everything you have –  

(a)  Every relationship,  

(b)  Everything you own,  

(c)  Even your own life –  

(d)  You must also be willing to give up every sin,  

(e)  And follow the Lord wherever He leads you.   

 

c.  The only way you can pay this price  

(i)  Is if you love/want Jesus enough.   

(ii)  If He is valuable to you/a treasure beyond comparison.   

(iii)  If He is, you will gladly give up  

(iv)  Whatever you must to have Him.   

 

d.  This evening,  

(i)  Let’s consider that to die to your sins  

(ii)  And to put on righteousness,  

(iii)  You must not only see the kingdom by faith,  

(iv)  You must love its King most of all.   

(v)  We’ll look at two things:   

(a)  First, that you must treasure the Lord more than anything else.   
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(b)  Second, how you can treasure Him above all things.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you must love the Lord more than anything else.   

1.  Those in these parables were willing  

a.  To give everything they had 

b.  To have this treasure.   

c.  This is what it will cost you.   

(i)  Jesus didn’t keep the cost a secret from His disciples.   

(ii)  We read in Luke’s Gospel, “Now large crowds were going along with 

Him; and He turned and said to them, ‘If anyone comes to Me, and does 

not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 

sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever 

does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.  

For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?  

Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 

observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, “This man began to build and was 

not able to finish.”  Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in 

battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough 

with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with 

twenty thousand?  Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a 

delegation and asks for terms of peace.  So then, none of you can be My 

disciple who does not give up all his own possessions’” (Luke 14:25-33).   

(a)  Jesus said they had to hate their closest relations  

(b)  In comparison for their love for Him.   

(1)  They had parents.   

(2)  Some of them had spouses and children.   

(3)  But they left them for a time  

(4)  When the Lord called them to follow Him.   

(5)  This is what you must be willing to do  

(6)  If the Lord should require it.   

 

2.  Paul says that to follow Jesus  

(i)  You must be willing to give up the possibility  

(ii)  Of marrying certain individuals.   

(a)  Such as an unbeliever:  “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for 

what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship 

has light with darkness?” (2 Cor. 6:14).   

(b)  Once, a young man who professed faith in Christ,  

(1)  Said that the Lord told him,  

  He was going to marry Lady Gaga.   

(2)  I told him that the Lord would never  

(A)  Tell him to do something  

(B)  That is clearly against His Word  

(C)  And evil in itself.   
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(c)  If you love the Lord,  

(d)  You will be willing to give these things up.   

 

3.  Paul even talks about  

a.  Giving up the possibility of marriage and family entirely  

(i)  That you might better serve the Lord,  

(ii)  “But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they 

remain even as I” (1 Cor. 7:8).   

 

b.  Of course, if you don’t have the gift of contentedness  

(i)  You may marry in the Lord.   

(ii)  Paul continues, “But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for 

it is better to marry than to burn with passion” (v. 9).   

(iii)  The Lord isn’t trying to make your life difficult.   

(iv)  He just wants to put things in their proper perspective:   

(v)  He must be first in your heart.   

 

4.  You must be willing  

a.  To give up close relationships with those in the world  

b.  That you might remain holy to Him,  

c.  If by getting too close to them  

d.  It will draw your heart into the things of the world.   

(i)  What does this say about admiring  

(ii)  The people of the world too much?   

(iii)  If your affection for them is too strong  

(iv)  It can take you away from the Lord.   

(v)  You must be willing to set all these things aside  

(vi)  To pursue the kingdom of heaven.   

 

5.  If this applies to people, it certainly also applies to things:   

a.  The Lord will not take second place.   

(i)  Some of the disciples had businesses:   

(a)  Peter, Andrew, James and John were all fishermen –  

(b)  Matthew was a tax collector –  

(c)  But when Jesus called them  

(1)  They left their businesses  

(2)  And their possessions  

(3)  To follow Him.   

(4)  You must be willing to do the same.   

 

(ii)  The rich young ruler wasn’t able to follow Jesus  

(a)  Because he couldn’t let go of his wealth –  

(b)  He loved it too much  

(c)  And so missed heaven.   
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b.  The Lord won’t take second place to fame or glory –  

(i)  That which so many seek after in this world –  

(ii)  Jesus said, “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 

another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?” 

(John 5:44).   

(iii)  If you love Him,  

(a)  You will seek to be honored by Him,  

(b)  Not by the world.   

 

c.  Perhaps the best way to put this is:   

(i)  He will not take second place to pleasure/your fun.   

(ii)  When you stop and think about it  

(a)  The thing that gets in our way more than anything else –  

(b)  The thing that all these things mentioned have to do with –  

(c)  Is pleasure.   

 

(iii)  The question Jesus asks you is this:   

(a)  Will you find your pleasure in the things of this world,  

(b)  Or will you find them in Him, and the things of heaven?   

(c)  If you can’t find them in the things above,  

(d)  You’ll never be able to let go of this world.   

(e)  But if you are to enter into heaven, you must!   

(f)  The author to the Hebrews,  

(1)  Speaking about those who left their home and people  

(2)  To seek the things above, says as much,  

(3)  “And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which 

they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it 

is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a 

city for them” (Heb. 11:15-16).   

(4)  The Lord has prepared a city for those who are seeking it.   

(5)  Is that what you’re doing?   

 

d.  You who are younger  

Are particularly vulnerable to the temptation  

Just to seek after fun.   

(i)  You don’t realize yet just how short life is.   

(a)  As you get older,  

(b)  And begin to realize  

(c)  That you’re not going to be able  

(d)  To hold onto these things for very long,  

(e)  It’s then you can see more clearly  

(f)  Just how worthless they are.   

 

(ii)  There’s a reason the Lord gives these things  

(a)  To the wicked people of this world:   
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(b)  It’s because they’re worthless.   

(c)  What good is something  

(d)  You must soon let go of it forever?   

 

(iii)  Jesus says to follow Him,  

(a)  You must be willing to give up all your possessions –  

(b)  In your heart, you must give them all to the Lord.   

(c)  John Gerstner used to say, “If you have so much as a nickel that you 

claim to be yours, you’re not a Christian.”   

(d)  It must be all or nothing.   

 

e.  When Jesus was asked  

(i)  What the greatest commandment was in the Law,  

(ii)  He replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength” 

(Mark 12:30).   

(iii)  If you are to enter into heaven,  

(iv)  You must keep the commandments,  

(v)  Especially the one that is most important.   

 

B.  Now second, and briefly, how can you love the Lord strongly enough  

1.  That you would be willing to set aside  

a.  That which is most important to you in the world,  

b.  Your closest relations,  

c.  Your most coveted objects:  money, fame, pleasure;  

d.  Even your dearest sins?   

e.  Especially when part of you still wants  

f.  To hold onto them so tightly?   

 

2.  You can only do so on the same path that leads to a stronger faith:  through the 

means of grace.   

a.  When your faith is strong,  

(i)  You not only see the things God has promised in a much clearer light,  

(ii)  You also desire those things more strongly.   

(a)  This kind of faith is a faith that works by love (Gal. 5:6).   

(b)  If it didn’t produce this,  

(c)  You never would have reached out to receive Jesus.   

 

b.  This love will be cultivated with faith.   

(i)  It will rise and fall  

(a)  According to how much of the Spirit’s work  

(b)  You have in your soul.   

 

(ii)  And that will depend on two things:   

(a)  Your faithfulness in using the means of grace,  

(b)  And your faithfulness in turning away from the things  
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(1)  That resist, grieve and quench the Spirit –  

(2)  From sin.   

 

c.  So here we have a virtuous and vicious circle:   

(i)  If you are to find the strength/love you need  

(a)  To put your sins to death  

(b)  And to live righteously,  

(c)  You must avoid sin –  

(d)  Which grieves the Spirit –  

(e)  And do what the Lord commands –  

(f)  Which strengthens His work in your soul.   

(g)  The more you turn towards the right direction,  

(h)  The stronger you’ll be.   

 

(ii)  On the other hand,  

(a)  The less you put your sins to death,  

(b)  And live to righteousness,  

(c)  The more you turn in the wrong direction,  

(d)  The more you’ll grieve and quench the Spirit,  

(e)  And the weaker you’ll be.   

 

(iii)  If your goal is really to reach heaven,  

(a)  Then you will –  

(1)  Use the means of grace  

(2)  To gain the faith and love you need  

(3)  To put off your sins and put on obedience.   

 

(b)  The more you do,  

(1)  The stronger your faith will be,  

(2)  And the stronger your love.   

 

(c)  When both of these are strong,  

(1)  Your progress towards heaven  

(2)  Will be obvious to all,  

(3)  Your assurance will be much stronger,  

(4)  And you will bring much more glory to God.   

 

(iv)  And don’t forget,  

(a)  If you’ve never trusted Jesus,  

(b)  This is where you must start.   

(c)  If you haven’t,  

(d)  Then pray that the Lord  

(1)  Would open your eyes by His grace  

(2)  To see His beauty, the beauty of His Son,  

(3)  And the beauty of His way of salvation.   
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(e)  And then trust the Lord,  

(1)  Turn from your sins,  

(2)  And begin walking with Him in righteousness.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org  


