
“Salvation Is the Work of the Triune God” 

(Galatians 4:1-7) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning,  

 

We saw Jesus telling Nicodemus that it wasn’t enough to believe  

 

Some of the right things about Himself –  

 

That He was a teacher,  

 

Sent from God,  

 

Even that He was the Messiah –  

 

If he was to enter God’s kingdom.   

 

Instead, Jesus pointed to the Spirit –  

 

The One who sovereignly brings about the new birth –  

 

He alone can quicken you to life and give you the grace you need to enter the 

kingdom.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Tonight, we want to consider that when He said this,  

 

He didn’t mean the Spirit was the only One involved.   

 

The Father has His part and the Son has His.   

 

Each of the three Persons has loved you  

 

And has done something towards saving you and bringing you into His kingdom  

 

If you belong to Them.   

 

 

In our passage, Paul tells us about the situation  
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The Jews were in before the Gospel.   

 

They were under the guardianship of the Law –  

 

It was the tutor/teacher God gave them to show them their sins,  

 

So that they would know how much they needed the Messiah.   

 

The Gentiles were also under a kind of tutor –  

 

It wasn’t the written Law or the Ceremonial system.   

 

It was the law God wrote on their consciences.   

 

Like the written Law, it showed them their sins,  

 

And what they deserved for their sins,  

 

So that they too would know they needed a Savior.   

 

 

But Paul goes on to tell them that when it was time,  

 

God, the Father, sent His Son into the world,  

 

And the Son willingly came,  

 

To redeem those who were His –  

 

Those who would believe in Him –  

 

So that He might send His Spirit to change their hearts –  

 

Work faith and repentance in them –  

 

So that He might adopt them into His family –  

 

That they might be saved.   

 

 

What I want you to consider this evening is that if you belong to Jesus Christ,  

 

You owe your salvation to each of the three Persons of the Godhead.   
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Let’s look at three things:   

 

1.  Salvation is their plan in eternity.   

 

2.  Salvation is their work in time.   

 

3.  And so you are to love, honor and respect each of the three Persons.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, salvation is the plan of three Persons of the Godhead in eternity.   

 

The redemption of your soul is part of God’s eternal plan –  

 

It’s something the Father, Son and Spirit have always wanted to do.   

 

They didn’t decide at some point in eternity  

 

To create Adam, let him fall into sin, and then save him and some of His children, 

including you;  

 

It’s something they always knew they would do.   

 

 

This part of their plan is often called the Covenant of Redemption:   

 

The agreement they had to do the work each of them would do in salvation:    

 

That the Father would choose whom He would save,  

 

That the Son would come into this world to save them,  

 

And that the Spirit would apply the work the Son did to them.   

 

 

Paul tells us as much in Ephesians 1:   

 

In verses 3-6, he says the Father did the choosing:  “Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 

the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him.  In love He 

predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 

freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”   

 

If you’re a believer here this evening, He chose you  



4 

 

Before He made the world – in eternity.   

 

His choice wasn’t based on anything you would be or do, but only on His love –  

 

In love He predestined you;  

 

According to the kind intention of His will;  

 

That you might glorify Him for His grace in Jesus Christ.   

 

He chose to make you holy and blameless in His Son,  

 

So that He could adopt you into His family,  

 

And that He might bless you with every spiritual blessing.   

 

 

In verses7-8, Paul tells us what Jesus did in time because of this agreement:  “In 

Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us.”   

 

He would come into the world as a man.   

 

He would die – shed His blood –  

 

To pay for your sins – that God might forgive you –  

 

And all by His grace – you could not earn it –  

 

He would do it all.   

 

 

In Isaiah 53:10-12, we read about this agreement and the Father’s promise to 

reward His Son for doing this work.   

 

“But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render 

Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, 

and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  As a result of the 

anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His knowledge the 

Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their 

iniquities.  Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will 

divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and 

was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and 

interceded for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:10-12).   
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And in verses 13-14, Paul tells us something of the Spirit’s work, again because of 

their agreement:  “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation – having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the 

Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view 

to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.”   

 

Notice that this work of the Spirit Paul refers to  

 

Isn’t the Spirit’s work of baptizing you into Jesus –  

 

That work He does to make you alive –  

 

But something that comes after that baptism/new birth –  

 

His work of sealing you, of showing you that you belong to Him; that you are His 

child,  

 

As Paul writes in Romans 8:16, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are children of God.”   

 

 

We saw this morning that there is a work the Spirit does sovereignly  

 

In applying what Jesus did to those the Father chose –  

 

A work that makes them alive.   

 

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be amazed that I said to you, 

‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the 

sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is 

everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3:5-8).   

 

This too was part of their plan.   

 

 

The Father chose,  

 

The Son agreed to come and to do the work,  

 

And the Spirit agreed to be sent to apply that work.   

 

Your salvation was the plan of each of the three Persons in eternity.   
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B.  But salvation is also the work of each of the three Persons in time:   

 

That’s what our text says.   

 

Paul tells us in verse 4 that the Father sent the Son in time, “But when the fullness 

of the time came, God sent forth His Son.”   

 

He says in verses 4 and 5 that the Son came as a man to redeem us and to make us 

God’s children, “God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 

so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive 

the adoption as sons.”   

 

And he tells us in verse 6, that the Father sent the Spirit to apply this work and 

make us sons and daughters of God, “Because you are sons, God has sent forth 

the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’  Therefore you are 

no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.”   

 

Notice Paul again emphasizes the Spirit’s testimony that we are sons and daughters,  

 

Rather than that work of making us alive,  

 

Because that is also very important –  

 

God wants you to know you belong to Him –  

 

The Spirit is the One who shows you.   

 

 

But He is also the One who applies the work of Christ to make you alive.   

 

We saw this in what Jesus said to Nicodemus.   

 

We also see it in the Old Testament –  

 

The Lord says through Ezekiel, “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 

give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk 

in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances” (36:26-27) –  

 

And we see it in the New –  

 

Jesus says, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing” (John 6:63).   

 

 

What God desired to do from all eternity, He did in time:   
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The Father sent His Son to save you from your sins.   

 

The Son came in obedience to His Father –  

 

He became a man, obeyed, and laid down His life to pay for your sins.   

 

And the Father sent the Spirit to apply His Son’s work to you –  

 

To make you alive in Him  

 

That you would trust Jesus and be forgiven of your sins  

 

And clothed with His perfect righteousness.   

 

 

The work of sending the Spirit isn’t the Father’s alone – it’s also the Son’s.   

 

Jesus says to His disciples in John 16:7-11, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your 

advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 

you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  And He, when He comes, will convict 

the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, 

because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go 

to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the 

ruler of this world has been judged.”   

 

And He says in Luke 24:49 “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My 

Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high.”   

 

 

The point again is, your salvation is as much the work of the Triune God in time,  

 

As it also was their plan in eternity.   

 

 

C.  And so finally, you are to love, honor and respect each of the three Persons.   

 

The Father loved you so much He was willing to choose you,  

 

To pay the price of your redemption,  

 

And to adopt you as His children.   

 

 

The Son loved the Father and you so much,  
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That He was willing to become one with you,  

 

To obey for you,  

 

And to pay the price for your sins by dying for you.   

 

 

And the Spirit loved the Father, the Son and you so much,  

 

That He was willing to be sent into this world,  

 

To make you alive by uniting Himself to your soul,  

 

To work faith and repentance in your heart,  

 

That you might be God’s sons and daughters in more than name only,  

 

But also in your nature/character.   

 

 

The Father paid the price to redeem your soul.   

 

The Son was the price He paid.   

 

And the Spirit is what the Son purchased  

 

So that you would not die in your sins, but live!   

 

 

So what do you owe God?  Everything!   

 

You owe Him your whole heart and life –  

 

Jesus says to you, “AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 

ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH” (Mark 12:30).   

 

This has always been the greatest commandment –  

 

The sum of everything God calls you to.   

 

Before God’s work, you couldn’t do it; but now you can –  

 

God gave His Son, to purchase His Spirit, so that you could;  

 



9 

And now that you can, this is what you are to do.   

 

 

Loving Him in this way means more than just having warm and loving thoughts 

about Him.   

 

It means more than just meeting with others that love Him  

 

On the Lord’s Day to worship Him or on a Wednesday to study and pray.   

 

It means to give yourself completely to Him.   

 

It’s means to serve Him with your whole life.   

 

Paul writes, “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died 

for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no 

longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf” 

(2 Cor. 5:14-15).   

 

The Father chose you,  

 

Jesus died for you,  

 

The Spirit raised you to life,  

 

So that you would no longer live for yourself, but for Him.   

 

 

Is that what you’re doing?   

 

If not, why not?   

 

Has the Father not shown you enough love in giving you His Son?   

 

Has the Son not done enough in dying for you to save you from hell?   

 

Has the Spirit not given you a clear sight of their love,  

 

Or worked this love in your heart?   

 

If He hasn’t, then pray that He would.   

 

You’ll never trust the Lord and live as He calls you to live  

 

Unless you have the Spirit’s work in your soul.   
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But if He has done that work, then consider:   

 

If They have done so much to earn your love,  

 

Then love Them in the way They call you to:   

 

Honor Them as your Lord; worship Them as They want you to worship;  

 

Use Their names reverently; honor Their special day – spend it with Them;  

 

Honor your parents; protect the life of your neighbor;  

 

Keep yourself and others sexually pure; don’t take what doesn’t belong to you;  

 

Don’t lie about others; be happy with what the Lord has given you;  

 

And do all in your power to bring others into this same relationship with them 

through the Gospel.   

 

This is what They deserve for all They have done for you.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


