
“Safe in the World” 

(Exodus 1)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1,  Last week, we considered the last glimpse the Lord gave to Jacob and his sons of the 

Messiah.   

a.  It was contained in the blessing the Lord gave to Judah.   

(i)  Before Jacob died, he passed on certain blessings to his sons – stemming from 

the Covenant of Grace – that were also prophetic, regarding what would happen 

to each.   

(ii)  Reuben was passed over in the blessing because of his incest with Bilhah, one of 

his father’s concubines (Gen. 49:3-4).   

(iii)  Simeon and Levi were likewise passed over because of their slaughter of the 

Shechemites against their father’s will (vv. 5-7).   

(iv)  But the blessing was passed on to Judah – in spite of his sins, by God’s grace – 

that through his line Messiah would come (vv. 8-12).   

 

b.  What were the blessings the Lord gave to Judah?   

(i)  He would have preeminence over his brothers (v. 8).   

(ii)  He would have strength in battle:  like that of a lion (v. 9).   

(iii)  The kingly office would rise from his offspring:  which is why he would have 

the preeminence (v. 10).   

(iv)  And his tribe would have physical blessings in abundance (vv. 11-12).   

 

2.  To have these were great privileges, but we need to remember most importantly they 

pointed to Christ who would arise from the tribe of Judah:   

a.  He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the One who would have preeminence 

over all the earth.   

b.  He is the mighty One, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.   

c.  He is the One who has brought spiritual prosperity to His people – the blessings of 

the Spirit, of the forgiveness of sins, of eternal life, of a heavenly inheritance – by 

washing the garment of His humanity in the blood of His sacrifice.   

d.  He is the One to whom all the nations of the earth will one day bow.   

e.  And He is the One who ultimately will bring physical prosperity through His 

righteous reign.   

f.  Through Jacob, the Lord was pointing His people forward to the Messiah that they 

ultimately might be saved.   

g.  But He is still speaking through this passage to point you back to the Messiah - to 

His obedience and death for you – so that you might remember He is your salvation, 

or that you might receive His life if you haven’t already.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we are again pointed to the fact that for these things to take place – for 

Messiah to come and bring these blessings – two things needed to happen.   

a.  The Lord had to preserve His people – Israel had to continue, since the Lord was 

bringing His Son though Judah.   

b.  And the Lord had to preserve the true religion among His people – He couldn’t allow 

them to fall away, not only for their sakes, but for the sake of His promises.   

 

2.  These are the two things we will consider this morning from our passage.   

a.  The Lord will preserve His visible church.   

b.  And the Lord will preserve the invisible church/the true religion.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord preserves His people in Egypt (the visible church).   

1.  After Joseph and that generation died, a Pharaoh came to power who did not know 

Joseph and what the Lord had done through him to save Egypt.   

a.  He saw that the people of Israel were increasing and becoming powerful, so he acted 

shrewdly and enslaved them.   

(i)  He thought if he made their lives miserable with hard labor, it would weaken 

them.   

(ii)  But instead they continued to multiply.   

 

b.  So he tried again by commanding the Hebrew midwives to kill every newborn son.   

(i)  The midwives couldn’t bring themselves to sin against God and to kill their own 

people’s children, and so they spared them.   

(ii)  When Pharaoh called them to account, they lied to protect the children and their 

people (lies are permissible during times of warfare, and this was certainly such a 

time).   

(iii)  Not only did the Lord bless the Hebrew midwives, Israel continued to multiply 

and grow stronger.   

 

c.  Finally, Pharaoh commanded his own people to drown the Israelite newborn sons.   

(i)  Though we don't read any specifics that followed, we should assume they 

attempted to do this.   

(ii)  However, this didn’t work either, and Israel continued to multiply because of 

God’s blessing on them.   

 

2.  The point is that God protected His visible church.   

a.  He not only protected those who were genuinely redeemed, He protected those who 

were not.   

(i)  Remember that the majority of these Jews were not true believers, as we’ll see 

when they leave Egypt to enter Canaan.   

(ii)  But they were His visible church, His kingdom, His household, and because they 

were He watched over them over as a righteous king watches over his kingdom 

and as a father does his children.    
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b.  Why did He do this?   

(i)  For the sake of His promises to the fathers.   

(ii)  The Lord said to Abraham, “I will establish My covenant between Me and you 

and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  I will give to you 

and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of 

Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God” (Gen. 17:7-8).   

(iii)  As their God, He pledged to protect them, provide for them, watch over them, 

and save them from their physical enemies, as long as they were careful to walk in 

His ways.   

(iv)  But He was also faithful to punish their sins and to discipline them as a father 

his children – which is why Israel often had a more difficult time than the nations 

around them.   

 

c.  Again, this doesn’t mean that they were all saved – most of them weren’t.   

(i)  But it does mean they had great privileges:   

(a)  He entrusted them with the means of grace – the means of conversion – while 

the rest of the world was in darkness.   

(b)  He cared for them and protected them.   

 

(ii)  He never promised to save all of them; as a matter of fact, it’s clear that He 

purposed to save only a few:  “Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, ‘Though the 

number of the sons of Israel be like the same of the sea, it is the remnant that will 

be saved’” (Rom. 9:27).   

(iii)  The Lord was faithful to His church and did all that He had promised; He gave 

them every reason to trust in Him.   

(iv)  But the fact that they refused to do so would result in greater judgment for them 

in the end.    

 

B.  Second, the Lord not only preserved His church in Egypt, He also preserved His elect (the 

invisible church).   

1.  He didn’t allow all of His people to be swallowed up in the idolatry of Egypt.   

a.  This is interesting especially in light of the fact that there were so many things 

against them.   

(i)  They were in Egypt for over 400 years.   

(ii)  As slaves, they didn’t have the freedom to meet for public worship or to observe 

their Sabbaths.   

(iii)  They probably weren’t able to maintain any form of public teaching.  Whatever 

they had must have been kept up in individual families (note here the importance 

of family worship).   

(iv)  They had no written Word (Moses had not yet written the first books of the 

Bible).   

(v)  There were even many who had apostatized and became idolaters.  Looking back 

on this situation when Judah was in exile in Babylon, the Lord said to Ezekiel, 

“Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 

GOD, “Do you come to inquire of Me?  As I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “I 
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will not be inquired of by you.”’  Will you judge them, will you judge them, son 

of man?  Make them know the abominations of their fathers; and say to them, 

‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “On the day when I chose Israel and swore to the 

descendants of the house of Jacob and made Myself known to them in the land of 

Egypt, when I swore to them, saying, I am the LORD your God, on that day I 

swore to them, to bring them out from the land of Egypt into a land that I had 

selected for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands.  I 

said to them, “Cast away, each of you, the detestable things of his eyes, and do 

not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.”  But 

they rebelled against Me and were not willing to listen to Me; they did not cast 

away the detestable things of their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt.  

Then I resolved to pour out My wrath on them, to accomplish My anger against 

them in the midst of the land of Egypt’” (Eze. 20:3-8).   

 

b.  Against all these things, the Lord still preserved a faithful remnant, even if the 

number of them was small.   

(i)  Moses’ parents, for example, were true servants of God:  “By faith Moses, when 

he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was 

a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's edict” (Heb 11:23).   

(ii)  Note here that the Lord put Moses into a faithful household.  Being faithful 

doesn't guarantee our children will be elect, but what better place to put elect 

children than in faithful households?   

 

2.  The church had been in danger of being extinguished four times:  once before the 

Flood, once at the tower of Babel, once before the call of Abraham, and now in Egypt.   

a.  But the Lord was about to save it again:  even as He saved Noah in the ark, He 

would now save His people through a redeemer whom He saved in an ark of 

bulrushes:  Moses.   

b.  The Lord not only preserved the visible church, but He would continue to preserve 

the true religion within the church.  He always has His remnant.   

 

C.  In closing, let’s consider two things:   

1.  God will preserve His church and complete His work, no matter how many times Satan 

tries to destroy it.   

a.  Let’s not forget there was another reason Pharaoh tried to destroy God's people 

besides being afraid of them:  It was because of Satan.  Satan hates the church, and 

he always will.   

b.  That’s why he’s still trying to do away with it today.  Consider the times we’re living 

in.   

(i)  The world is growing increasingly hostile towards Christianity and Christ.   

(ii)  Not only this, but the churches are going further and further away from God’s 

truth.   

(a)  If they were more faithful, we would certainly see more persecution than we 

do now.   

(b)  In some respects the church likes to play dead in the hope of escaping 

persecution.   
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(c)  But as they do, the world gets worse, creating the potential for it to hate the 

church even more.   

 

(iii)  What's more we have a president who seems bent on turning our nation further 

from God, and we have him because the people of this nation are going further 

and further away from God.   

 

c.  What our text assures of is this:   

(i)  The Lord will preserve His church:  it will continue.   

(ii)  Even more importantly, He will preserve the true religion in the church.   

(iii)  There will always be a true church on earth to worship God according to His 

will and to teach His truth, in spite of what anyone does.   

(iv)  And so the safest place for you and for your children is to be in the church.   

(a)  Certainly it’s safer to be in the visible church than to be in the world because 

of God's providential protection.   

(b)  But it’s safer by far to be in the invisible church through a genuine trust in the 

Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation and a hearty obedience to Him.   

(c)  Make sure that you are resting in Jesus for your safety.   

 

2.  The second application is a reminder:  don’t be tempted to think that our present 

situation means that the Lord isn’t faithful to His promises.   

a.  The Lord often plans that our circumstances go against His promises so that He 

might teach us to trust Him.   

b.  Thomas Watson once wrote, “God is to be trusted when His providences seem to run 

contrary to His promises.  God promised David to give him the crown, to make him 

king; but providence turns contrary to His promise; David was pursued by Saul, was 

in danger of his life; but all this while it was David’s duty to trust God.  The Lord 

does oftentimes, by cross providence, bring to pass His promise.  God promised Paul 

the lives of all that were with him in the ship, but now the providence of God seems 

to run quite contrary to His promise; the winds blow, the ship splits and breaks in 

pieces; and thus God fulfilled His promise; upon the broken pieces of the ship, they 

all come safe to shore.  Trust God when providences seem to run quite contrary to 

promises.”   

c.  The same could be said of Israel:  The Lord promised that they would become a 

mighty nation while Pharaoh was doing all he could to try and destroy them.   

d.  In the same way, things look bad for the church now in this nation, but the Lord has 

promised:   

(i)  He will never allow His church to perish.  

(ii)  He will keep you to the end.  

(iii)  He will set up His kingdom in this world.   

(iv)  Hold fast to His promises, and He will bring you safely to heaven.  Amen.   


