
“Revival and Revelation” 

(Ezra 10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As the time of Christ was drawing near, the Lord continued to prepare for His 

coming.   

a.  Last time we saw that He overthrew Babylon, as He said He would do 

through Daniel’s interpretation of king Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.   

b.  With Persia now in power, He began to move on the heart of her kings to 

allow His people to return to the land, to rebuild their temple and their city.   

(i)  Cyrus allowed the Jews to return and rebuild the Temple.   

(ii)  When the work was opposed, Darius ordered that it continue at the 

expense of their enemies.   

(iii)  Artaxerxes commissioned Ezra to return to establish order and granted 

him a very generous provision to get the work done.   

(iv)  He also commissioned Nehemiah to return to rebuild the walls of 

Jerusalem.   

(v)  The Lord did all this that everything might be ready for the coming of 

His Son, through whom the Temple of the Lord would again be filled with 

His glory.   

(vi)  And He did it when outwardly it looked as though there was no hope the 

Jews would ever return.   

 

2.  This reminded us that the Lord is ultimately in control.   

a.  It may look like the world is going to swallow up Christ’s church, but it 

won’t:  the Lord will complete His work; and there is nothing in heaven or 

earth that can stop Him.   

b.  It may also look sometimes as though your enemies – the world, the flesh and 

the devil – will overcome you in your many struggles and trials, but they 

won’t:  the Lord will complete the work He began in you because you are 

intimately connected with His work of redemption.   

c.  If you trust in Him, you never need to be afraid.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see another way the Lord advanced His work:  through revival 

and revelation.   

a.  Artaxerxes commissioned Ezra to return and establish order in Jerusalem; 

and so he did by setting his heart to proclaim and minister God’s Law.   

b.  But what if he had done this, and the people hadn’t listened?   

(i)  Telling others what they need to do is one thing, getting them to do it is 

another.   

(ii)  In this case, the Lord didn’t leave Ezra on his own:  He poured His Spirit 

out on His people, and they responded in a righteous way.   
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(iii)  He also worked through Ezra further to establish the Scriptural 

foundation that would secure the church for ages to come.  

 

2.  Let’s consider:   

a.  First, the revival the Lord brought through Ezra’s ministry.   

b.  And second, how the Lord advanced His revelation through Ezra.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see the revival the Lord brought through Ezra’s ministry.   

1.  It appears to have begun as the result of Ezra’s prayer.   

a.  When Ezra came up from Babylon his heart was already revived and set on 

reforming the vice and corruption he found among the Jews.   

b.  When he saw the sins the exiles had so soon fallen into – the same sins that 

brought about the captivity in the first place – he tore his clothes, pulled out 

some of his hair, and sat down appalled until evening (9:1-3).   

c.  When evening came, he fell on his knees, and in his anguish, stretched out his 

hands towards heaven (vv. 5-15); and the Lord heard his prayer.   

(i)  We know that revival is soverignly in God’s hands:  we don’t make it 

happen through our prayers.   

(ii)  But prayer is the means by which the Lord brings it, and stirring up our 

hearts is how He gets us to pray in a way He will hear:  if we find our 

hearts are appalled at what we see going on in this nation, and we humble 

ourselves and earnestly seek the Lord, it may very well be that He is 

intending to send revival.   

(iii)  Even if He isn’t, it’s still something we must stir ourselves up to do.   

 

2.  In answer to his prayer, the Lord also revived His people and brought them to 

repentance.  Consider:   

a.  The congregation mourned over their sins:  “Now while Ezra was praying 

and making confession, weeping and prostrating himself before the house of 

God, a very large assembly, men, women and children, gathered to him from 

Israel; for the people wept bitterly” (10:1).   

b.  They separated themselves from their foreign wives – which the Lord had 

specifically prohibited – and renewed their covenant with God:  “Shecaniah 

the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, said to Ezra, ‘We have been 

unfaithful to our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of 

the land; yet now there is hope for Israel in spite of this.  So now let us make 

a covenant with our God to put away all the wives and their children, 

according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the 

commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law’” (Ezra 

10:2-3).  

c.  They encouraged Ezra to lead them in this reformation and pledged their 

support:  “‘Arise!  For this matter is your responsibility, but we will be with 

you; be courageous and act’” (v. 4).   

d.  They called for an assembly of all the returned exiles at Jerusalem under 

penalty of excommunication if they failed to come:  “They made a 
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proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the exiles, that they 

should assemble at Jerusalem, and that whoever would not come within three 

days, according to the counsel of the leaders and the elders, all his 

possessions should be forfeited and he himself excluded from the assembly of 

the exiles” (vv. 7-8).   

e.  We read in Nehemiah that the people gathered to Ezra who read the book of 

the law from early morning until midday; and the people listened (Neh. 8:1-

3).   

f.  In keeping with God’s Law, they kept the feast of Tabernacles such as it had 

not been kept since Joshua’s time (Neh. 8:13-17).   

g.  They humbled themselves for their sins with fasting and sackcloth, separated 

themselves from foreigners, and confessed their sins (9:1-2).   

 

3.  At a critical crossroad in the history of redemption, the Lord revived and 

refreshed His church, as He had done before and would do again.   

a.  When the Lord intends to establish His church in a new direction, He gives 

them a larger measure of His Spirit to do this.   

(i)  We’ve seen that this is what He did when He brought His people into the 

land of Canaan and settled them there under Joshua.   

(ii)  This is what He would do when He established the Christian Church 

following Christ’s resurrection on the Day of Pentecost.   

(iii)  This is what He did during the time of the Reformation and Puritan Era.   

(iv)  This is also what He does periodically when His church begins to 

degenerate and the world gets the upper hand:  He sends His Spirit to 

renew His church.   

(v)  This is what He did now, as the clock of Daniel’s 70 weeks began to tick 

towards the Messiah’s coming.   

 

b.  One additional benefit of this revival was that He seems finally to have cured 

His people from intermarrying with the Gentiles.   

c.  We need to pray that the Lord would pour His Spirit out on His church today 

so that we too would put off all our worldliness and be the instruments 

through which He will spread His glory.   

 

B.  Second, we see the revelation the Lord gave through Ezra.   

1.  During this time, the Lord expanded the canon of Scripture.   

a.  Ezra not only authored the book that bears his name, but also the books of 1 

and 2 Chronicles.   

b.  He most likely wrote or completed them after the captivity.   

(i)  The genealogy we find in 1 Chronicles takes the line of Jehoichin several 

generations past the exile (1 Chr. 3).   

(ii)  There are also references to what the Jews did after their return from 

captivity (1 Chr. 9; cf. Ezra and Nehemiah).   

(iii)  That they both had a common author can be seen by comparing the 

closing verses of 2 Chronicles with the opening verses of Ezra:  they are 

virtually identical:  “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia – in 
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order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah – the 

LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a 

proclamation throughout his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 

‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The LORD, the God of heaven, has 

given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build 

Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  Whoever there is among 

you of all His people, may the LORD his God be with him, and let him go 

up!”’” (2 Chr. 36:22-23).   

(iv)  Ezra was also the scribe who collected all the existing books of Scripture 

and arranged them in their modern order (the Jewish order, not our 

English order).   

 

2.  The Lord was further establishing the foundation of His church not only through 

revival, but by adding to His holy Word – a foundation that would remain as 

long as heaven and the earth.  He doesn’t always add to the canon of Scripture 

during revivals – certainly He doesn’t today since revelation has ceased – but He 

virtually always opens the eyes of His church to understand its meaning more 

accurately.   

 

III.  Application.  Now what is the Spirit teaching us through this passage?   

A.  He is teaching us first, that the Lord is willing and able to carry out His plan of 

redemption 

1.  It didn’t look as though the Jews would ever return to their land, but they did.   

2.  It didn’t seem as though the Jews themselves would ever submit to God’s Law, 

but they did – God made sure that they would.   

3.  It may seem today as though the world will eventually put a stop to God’s work, 

but it won’t:  God will preserve His church and us, and He will complete His 

purpose no matter how dark He allows things to get.   

 

B.  He tells us secondly, how revival comes:  through prayer.   

1.  The revival we’ve just seen didn’t come automatically, it started with prayer.   

a.  Prayer that was motivated by a heart grieved over the sins of God’s people.   

b.  It came from a heart that desired God’s glory and reformation.   

c.  And from eyes that are opened to understand what God really desires from 

His Word.   

 

2.  When we reach the point where we are no longer happy to stand by and watch 

God’s glory trampled, perhaps we will set our hearts to seek Him like this.   

a.  All the bad news we see isn’t very edifying, but it can have good effects:  it 

can stir us up to personal revival – to make sure that the sin we see destroying 

our nation isn’t making inroads in our own hearts.   

b.  It can stir us up to pray more earnestly for revival in our nation.   

c.  And it can stir us up to get the Gospel out to our nation, since it is the power 

of God to salvation to those who believe.   

d.  Let the sins of our nation provoke you to greater zeal in prayer.   
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C.  Finally, the Spirit is showing us what revival looks like when it comes.   

1.  Consider again the effects of revival in Ezra’s day:   

a.  They mourned over their sins.   

b.  They separated themselves from the people of the world.   

c.  They encouraged their leaders to lead them in the ways of the Lord and 

offered their support to help them.   

d.  They held each other accountable to hear God’s Word and to walk in His 

ways.   

e.  They devoted themselves to hearing what God had to say through the public 

gathering and ministry of the Word; and they set their hearts to obey Him.   

f.  And they humbled themselves, confessed their sins, and renewed their 

covenant with the Lord.   

g.  This is what revival looks like, and what it is we should be praying for.   

 

2.  This also shows us whether or not we need to be revived.   

a.  Examine your own life:  Is this your experience?  If it isn’t, then pray the 

Lord would revive your heart by His Spirit.   

b.  Look around you, is this what you see in each other?  In the churches around 

us?  If not, then pray that the Lord would revive His church.   

c.  Look at our city, our state, our nation, the world; do you see these things?  If 

not, pray the Lord would send His Spirit to revive this nation and world.   

d.  We mustn’t sit back and think there’s nothing we can do; but like Ezra, we 

should let our horror over what’s going on in our nation drive us to our knees 

to seek the Lord in prayer for revival.   

e.  May the Lord give us His grace to do so.  Amen.   


