
“Inquirers’ Class” 

(Part 3B:  Repentance and Faith) 

 

 

 

III.  Repentance and Faith (cont.).   

A.  Review:   

1.  Why is repentance necessary for salvation?   

a.  The Lord tells us that if we do not repent, we will perish.   

b.  “Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  And Jesus said to 

them, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other 

Galileans because they suffered this fate? I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you 

will all likewise perish’” (Luke 13:1-3).   

 

2.  How is repentance necessary for salvation?   

a.  Not as a work that merits salvation.  

b.  It is not merely a change of mind regarding Christ.   

c.  It is the fruit of the work of regeneration in the heart.   

 

3.  What are the elements of a biblical repentance?   

a.  You must know what sin is and acknowledge/confess that you have sinned.   

b.  You must be grieved that your sins have offended God.   

c.  You must turn from your sins to righteousness/obedience.   

d.  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to 

deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in 

the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from 

every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 

zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:11-14).   

 

B.  What is faith?   

1.  We come now to the second thing necessary to receive the benefits of Christ:  faith.   

a.  Faith is singled out in Scripture as what receives the offered grace of Christ.   

b.  It is often given the priority over repentance, but not always:  “Now when they heard 

this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

‘Brethren, what shall we do?’  Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 2:37-38).   

c.  Remember that faith and repentance are like the opposite sides of one coin 

(conversion):  we turn from our sins to Christ.   

 

2.  Is faith necessary to salvation?   

a.  “And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before 

Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be 
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saved?’  They said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household’” (Acts 16:29-31).   

b.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. . . .  He who believes in the 

Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath 

of God abides on him” (John 3:16, 36).   

c.  “That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person 

believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 

salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10).   

d.  The answer is a resounding yes.   

 

3.  Will any kind of faith do?   

a.  Can you believe anything about God and Christ and be saved?   

(i)  Will trusting in any Jesus save you?   

(a)  What about the Mormon Jesus?   

(b)  What about the Jesus of the Jehovah’s Witnesses?   

(c)  What about the Islamic Jesus?   

 

(ii)  Will believing in any God save you?   

(a)  What about the God of the Mormons, JWs or Islam?   

(b)  What about the God of the United Pentecostal or Apostolic Church?   

(c)  If you don’t have the right God, you cannot have the right Christ.   

 

b.  Will any kind of faith save you?   

(i)  Is the faith a natural man possesses enough?   

(ii)  Is it enough merely to believe the facts about Christ?   

 

4.  What is saving faith?  Like repentance, it has three elements:   

a.  First, you know what you are to believe:  “Now I make known to you, brethren, the 

gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by 

which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless 

you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 

buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 

He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that He appeared to more than five 

hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen 

asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one 

untimely born, He appeared to me also” (1 Cor. 15:1-8).  You must know (and 

believe):   

(i)  In the Christ Paul proclaimed:   

(a)  The Son of the Triune God.   

(b)  Who became one of us, but without sin, being born of the Virgin.   

 

(ii)  That He did what was necessary to save us:   

(a)  He died on the cross for sinners, was buried, rose again the third day.   
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(b)  He was seen by many witnesses.   

(c)  He ascended into heaven, and will come against on the last day.   

 

(iii)  That you can only be saved by His work – His obedience and death.   

 

b.  Second, you must be convinced that the Gospel is true:   

(i)  Knowing these things won’t help you if you don’t believe they’re true.   

(ii)  You must be firmly convinced that He is the Savior and that you need Him 

before you will ever reach out to Him to save you.   

 

c.  Third, you must actually lay your whole hope of heaven on Jesus Christ.   

(i)  Is believing these facts enough?   

(a)  Many today believe it is.   

(b)  The devils believe; why aren’t they saved?   

(1)  “You believe that God is one.  You do well; the demons also believe, and 

shudder” (James 2:19).   

(2)  If we don’t have more than what devils experience – or unbelievers or the 

damned souls in hell – then we are not saved.   

 

(ii)  We must actually look to Christ in faith and trust in His work to save us:   

(a)  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 

of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood 

nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).   

(b)  We must believe that He is true and will do what He said, as the Centurion 

believed Jesus could heal his servant:  “Now Jesus started on His way with 

them; and when He was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, 

saying to Him, ‘Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for 

You to come under my roof; for this reason I did not even consider myself 

worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  

For I also am a man placed under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say 

to this one, “Go!” and he goes, and to another, “Come!” and he comes, and to 

my slave, “Do this!” and he does it.’  Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled 

at him, and turned and said to the crowd that was following Him, ‘I say to you, 

not even in Israel have I found such great faith.’  When those who had been 

sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health” (Luke 7:6-10).   

   

5.  What modern views of faith do we need to avoid?   

a.  You can be saved without faith (universalism):  “He who believes in the Son has 

eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God 

abides on him” (John 3:36).    

b.  Faith without works can save you:  “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he 

has faith but he has no works?  Can that faith save him?  . . . For just as the body 

without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (James 2:14, 26).   

c.  Faith, or the act of believing, is the basis upon which God saves you:  “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).   
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d.  Merely believing the facts about Christ can save you:  “You believe that God is one.  

You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder” (James 2:19).   

e.  Praying the sinner’s prayer guarantees your salvation:   

(i)  “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 

cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the children of God and the 

children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is 

not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:9-10).   

(ii)  “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold 

or hot.  So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out 

of My mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).   

 

6.  How can you savingly trust in the Lord?   

a.  You can’t in your own strength:  “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 

nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).   

b.  You must first be born again:  “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God’” (John 3:3).   

 

7.  How can you know you have saving faith?   

a.  By your love for God and your neighbor:  “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 

nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6).   

b.  By your good works according to the Law:  “For just as the body without the spirit is 

dead, so also faith without works is dead” (James 2:24).   

 

8.  Will a true believer be fully persuaded of his salvation?   

a.  Even true believers struggle with assurance.   

b.  “Make me to hear joy and gladness, let the bones which You have broken rejoice.  

Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from 

Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of 

Your salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit.  Then I will teach transgressors 

Your ways, and sinners will be converted to You.  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 

O God, the God of my salvation; Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your 

righteousness” (Psalm 51:8-14).   

c.  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption.  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 

away from you, along with all malice” (Ephesians 4:30).   

 

9.  Can true believers lose their salvation?   

a.  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal 

life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  

My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 

snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 10:27-29).   

b.  “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 

perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil 1:6).   


