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Remember What You Were 
 
Purpose: To remember what we were like before we came to know Christ - to 
humble ourselves before God and see we have nothing to boast of except the 
LORD.  To spur us on to love and unity in the light of these wonderful truths. 

1. Introduction 
No less than 5 times throughout the book of Deuteronomy read: 
“You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt” 
First as a reason to keep the Sabbath Holy 
Second to show they should treat their slaves well 
Third as a spur to obedience in keeping the appointed festivals 
Fourth as a reason not to pervert justice 
Lastly as a reason to look after strangers, orphans and widows 
Remembering where they came from was key 
It would help them keep the whole law 
Show obedience to God and love to their neighbor 
This would lead to unity and peace among them 
 
In New Testament several passages have same flavor: 
Talk of remembering we were slaves to sin, dead in sin 
So remembering what we were is still important now 
Tonight will look at two NT passages 
Both passages were written to help heal divisions 
1 – remember what we were as unbelievers 
2 – understand what God did for us 
3 – understand why God did this for us 
4 – see how we should live in the light of this 
Read 1 Cor 1:26-31 

2. Remember what you were as an unbeliever 

2.1. Mostly non-entities in the world’s eye’s 
What makes people really count in the world? 
Being clever – a great thinker perhaps – Einstein, Hawking 

Being strong – great soldier or athlete – Olympic Games 
Noble birth – having a title and an inheritance – Prince Harry 
But look at what Paul says about the church: (vs 26) 
Not many were wise by the world’s standards  
Not many were strong 
Not many were of noble birth 
In fact, the opposite is true: 
God chose people the world saw as fools, as weaklings (vs 27)  
He chose people of “no birth” at all – no breeding, social status 
And Paul goes further: (vs 28) 
God chose base things, despised things,  - held in contempt 
things that are not –no consequence or significance in the world 
So before we came to Christ, most of us were foolish, weak, of 

low birth, base, despised, contemptible in physical terms.  
But we can go further – and we must 
Look at the second passage 

2.2. Spiritually non-existent In God’s eyes,  
God would have us remember what we were spiritually 
Turn to Eph 2 but keep a finger in 1 Cor 1 
Paul is beginning to deal with the union God brought about 
Will say that Jews and Gentiles made one in Christ 
The middle wall of hostility broken down 
One new man made of the two 
In that context, says to the Gentiles in Ephesus: 
Ephesians 2:11-12Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, … .. 
were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  
Look at what unbelieving Gentiles were: (Assume most of us) 
Separate from Christ  

The One who said, “I am the Life” 
Excluded from the commonwealth of Israel 

Outside the church, her privileges and presence of God 
Strangers to the covenants of promise – no claim to them 

Whatever promises God made, did not apply here 
Having no hope 

No glorious and certain future to anticipate  
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Without God in the world 
Cut off from Him – He would not hear us or receive us 

In other words, we were non-entities spiritually 
We had no life in us, no merit, no power, no status 
 
Take these two passages together and reflect for a moment 
We were the lowest of the low! 
The most miserable and despised of beings! 
We had no standing in this world – it held us in contempt 
We had no standing before God - condemned already 
We could not have been less significant or important   

2.3. I am the exception 
Wait a minute, though, passage says “not many” were like this 
That means some were wise, strong, of noble birth  
I am one of the few!   
Before I came to Christ, I was wise, strong…  
OK – maybe that is true 
1 Corinthians 4:7b What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, 
why do you boast as if you had not received it?  
Where did you get your wisdom, your strength? 
Did you choose your parents so you can glory in the choice? 
Even what you have, you have been given! 
What do you have to boast in?  Nothing! 
 
But most of us were non-entities in every sense 
Do you feel small and humbled by this?  Good! That’s the idea! 

3. Understand what God has done for you 
Now we are ready to come to two glorious phrases 

3.1.  “But God” 1 Cor 1:27 
We were nothing to the world, but God chose us! 
Foolish and weak, having no social standing  
Base, despised, non-entities 
And God chose us and put us into Christ! (vs 30) 
And has made Christ to be for us everything we lacked before 

God does not choose the way the world does 
He chose fools but made Christ their wisdom (vs 30) 
He chose weaklings but made Christ their strength 
The low-born and adopted them into the royal family of heaven! 
Gave them a title and an inheritance in heaven itself! 
He chose Base things and despised things but made Christ their 

righteousness and sanctification 
Acquitted them and separated them to Himself 
Made them spotless and holy 
There’s even a reference to the Gentiles here – things that are not 
Yes, He even chose the Gentiles but made Christ their 

redemption – purchasing them back to Himself. 
But we had a spiritual problem too – what has God done for that? 
Turn back to Ephesians – 2nd glorious phrase 

3.2. “But now” Eph 2:13 
We were far off, had no spiritual standing or merit 
And God has brought us near! 
Separate from Christ but now we have been joined to Him! 
Excluded from commonwealth of Israel but now fellow citizens 

with the saints, members of God’s household (vs 19) 
Strangers to the covenants of promise but now heirs to them 
No hope but now we have the hope of heaven 
Without God but now access to God by Holy Spirit (vs 18) 
Through the blood of Christ we have access to God Himself 
We have been reconciled to him 
There is no longer Jew and Greek but only brothers and sisters 

4. Understand why God did this for you 
Why did God do things this way? 
People think God should save them for 2 reasons: 

? ? Because they are great in this world 
? ? Because they are v. religious or spiritually privileged 

But we have seen that most God chooses to save are neither 
Chose the foolish to shame the wise 
The weak to shame the strong 
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The low-born to shame the noble 
The Gentiles to shame the Jews 
The things that are not to shame the things that are! 
Why did He do this? 
So that no flesh could boast in His presence (1 Cor 1:29) 
No-one will say their wisdom led them to God so He chose them 
Their strength carried them to Him so He chose them 
Their noble birth held sway with Him so He chose them 
Their religious zeal attracted Him to them so He chose them 
He has confounded the pride of men! 
Turned our way of thinking upside down 
So none would share in the glory that is rightly His! 
That is why He chose you: 
Foolish, weak, lowborn, base, despised, spiritually dead nonentity 
It pleased Him to make the world’s wisdom into folly 
Matthew 11:25-26  At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants. “Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.  

5. Live in the light of this truth 
Remember Paul wrote both these passages to deal with unity 
Unity among the Corinthians, between Jews and Gentiles 
And he says “remember what you were”  Why? 
 
In the light of these truths,  
How can we look down on others? 
Remember what you were! 
How can we pass judgment on them? 
Remember what you were! 
How can we fail to love others with the same kind of love God 

has shown us? 
Remember what you were! 
How can we slander and hate and gossip and backbite? 
Remember what you were! 
How can we boast of our accomplishments, gifts, standing? 
Remember what you were! 
We find someone in the church who is foolish, weak, low born by 

human standards - even base, despised.  

Surprise, surprise! 
Remember what you were! 
If we are in the church, most of us were like this too! 
How dare we think ill of one for whom Christ died? 
Are we really any better? 
He died to make us one – to bring us near 
Dare we be disunited? 
Dare we play the Devil’s game? 
If you are a Christian tonight, remember what you were 
Treat your brothers and sisters from that humbling consideration 
Consider others better than yourselves 
Think of yourself with sober judgment 
Jeremiah 9:23-24  Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let 
not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him 
who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who 
exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these 
things,” declares the LORD.  
A word to the lost – who are you boasting in tonight? 
Are you boasting in your own wisdom 
Are you boasting in your own strength, nobility, family, 

wealth… ..righteousness, religious standing? 
Humble yourself – He resists proud, gives grace to the humble 
Come to Christ for your wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 

redemption. 
Turn from your sin and rest only in Him  

6. Conclusions 
Why are we commanded so often to remember what we were? 
Because we forget! 
We puff ourselves up and we look down on others 
We rob God of His glory by attributing real merit to ourselves 
Remember what you were, and boast in the Lord instead! 
 
1 Peter 5:5-6 … all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS 
OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  


