
”Rejoice in that Christ Is Proclaimed” 
(Philippians 1:12-20) 

Introduction: What should be the Christian’s attitude toward the 
work of furthering the administration of the Gospel in this world? 
Is it something which should only be of passing concern? Is it 
something which should be dwelt upon only when we gather together 
to worship Christ on the Lord’s day? Or is it to be central in the 
life of the Christian; as central as it was for Paul, and more 
importantly, for Christ? Is Christianity merely the believing in 
some facts, and then embracing the Savior for eternal security from 
the fires of hell? Is the end for which God regenerated and saved 
you merely that you might have deliverance from His wrath? Or did 
God save you and leave you upon this earth in order that through 
you, as a member of His church, the proclamation of the Gospel of 
His Son might be fully accomplished? 

After Paul’s customary greeting and prayer of thanksgiving for 
the church at Philippi, he then begins to bring them up to date on 
his current circumstances. Paul was in prison. You will recall 
that this letter is one of the so-called ”Prison Epistles” because 
it was written by Paul during his first Roman imprisonment. It is 
a letter of instruction to that church that they might be better 
equipped to serve Christ. 

of his zeal for the Lord. Few men who have ever lived have 
exhibited the commitment which he had to the Gospel. His whole 
life, as it were, was focused on only one thing, the same thing, by 
the way, the life of our Lord Jesus Christ was centered on as well, 
namely the glory of God. Paul was like a tool which was fashioned 
by the hand of God and wielded only to accomplish one purpose, and 
that purpose was all he pursued. Paul was concerned for nothing 
less than that the kingdom of God would continue to advance in the 
world. Even while he was in prison, he did not concern himself so 
much with his own well-being. If he did, it was only that he might 
continue to do what his life was aimed at. But his main concern 
was how his circumstances were bringing about the advancement of 
Christ’s message of salvation. He was willing to spend his life in 
a Roman cell, if the light of the Gospel which shined from him 
might continue to burst forth and accomplish God’s work. For this 
was the apostle called, for this did his heart beat, and nothing 
less than glorifying Christ would in any way satisfy him. Though 
Paul was unique in that his conviction drove him to spend and be 
spent for Christ, he was not unique in that this is what the Lord 
calls you and I to as well. And what I want you to see in this 
text this morning is, 

But why was Paul in prison? It was because of the uniqueness 

Christian, your life is to be centered on nothing less than 
on the work of advancing the Kingdom of Christ in this world. 

I. First I Want You to Notice Paul’s Concern that the Gospel Go 
Forth by Whatever Lawful Means Possible. 
A. Paul’s Imprisonment in Rome Had Turned Out for the Progress 

of the Gospel, and Had Emboldened Others to Preach the Word 
without Fear. 
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1.  God in His providence had brought Paul to Rome, but far 
from hindering the Gospel, it in many ways strengthened 
its proclamation. ”NOW I WANT YOU TO KNOW, BRETHREN, 
THAT MY CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE TURNED OUT FOR THE GREATER 
PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL, SO THAT MY IMPRISONMENT IN THE 
CAUSE OF CHRIST HAS BECOME WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE 

12-13). 
WHOLE PRAETORIAN GUARD m n  TO EVERYONE ELSE” (w. 

a. We might think that Paul’s being in prison would 
greatly stifle the advancement of his work. 
ti) At this time he was apparently removed from 

his private quarters, that are described in 
Acts 28, and placed in chains until the 
verdict of life or death might be pronounced. 
But by the grace of God, the Gospel was not 
bound. 

tiil 

b. Far from that being the case, his imprisonment 
actually advanced the work of God’s kingdom. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

Usually, what we tend to think will suppress 
the progress of the Gospel actually 
strengthens it. 
When John Bunyon was put in jail for his 
incessant preaching of the Gospel, the kingdom 
of God was actually greatly advanced through 
his writing of the timeless classic The 
Pi lgrim’ s Progress. 
Paul’s circumstances, far from hindering the 
Gospel, greatly furthered it, for it became 
evident that his imprisonment was not for any 
crime which he had committed, but ”FOR THE 
CAUSE OF CHRIST. ” 
The whole praetorian guard, which consisted of 
about 9000 men, had come to know about his 
circumstances, as well as everyone else. 
And apparently, the Lord was granting 
salvation to some who heard, for Paul writes 
at the end of his letter, ”ALL THE SAINTS 
GREET YOU, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF CAESAR’S 
HOUSEHOLD” (4: 22 . 

2. Paul’s example also furthered the Gospel by exciting 
within some the courage to share Christ boldly, 
although with differing motives. 
BRETHREN, TRUSTING IN THE LORD BECAUSE OF MY 
IMPRISONMENT, HAVE FAR MORE COURAGE TO SPEAK THE WORD 
OF GOD WITHOUT FEAR. SOME, TO BE SURE, ARE PREACHING 

”AND THAT MOST OF THE 

CHRIST EVEN FROM ENVY AND STRIFE, BUT SOME FROM Goon 
WILL; THE LATTER no IT OUT OF LOVE, KNOWING THAT I AM 
APPOINTED FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL; THE FORMER 
PROCLAIM CHRIST OUT OF SELFISH AMBITION, RATHER THAN 
FROM PURE MOTIVES, THINKING TO CAUSE ME DISTRESS IN MY 
IMPRISONMENT” ( W. 14- 17). 
a. Paul’s fearless proclamation in the face of 

imprisonment and death encouraged others among the 
brethren to speak boldly. 
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ti) 

tii) 

b. The 
Can 

After John Rogers, the first Protestant martyr 
in bloody Mary’s reign, had been put to death, 
Bishop Ridley sent a letter to John Bradford, 
who also later gave his life in martyrdom, 
describing his reaction to it. He stated, ”I 
THANK OUR LORD GOD THAT SINCE I HEARD OF OUR 
DEAR BROTHER ROGERS’ DEPARTING, AND STOUT 
CONFESSING OF CHRIST AND HIS TRUTH EVEN UNTO 
DEATH, MY HEART, BLESSED BE GOD, REJOICED OF 
IT; NEITHER EVER SINCE THAT TIME I HAVE FELT 
ANY LUMPISH HEAVINESS, AS I GRANT I HAVE FELT 
SOMETIMES BEFORE” (Wilson 2 5 ) .  
The martyr’s courage in the face of death 
greatly encouraged the saints, and Paul’s 
courage in the face of death also enlivened 
the Christians of that time to stand boldly 
against all fear and proclaim Christ and Him 
crucified. 

power of example is so important to us, for it 
excite within us the desire to imitate those 

characteristics. But it must be in our hearts 
already to do these things. 
ti) Have you ever read the biography of any of the 

great saints of history, Jonathan Edwards, 
George Whitefield, Robert Murray M’Cheynne, 
Martin Luther, John Calvin, or a host of 
others? 

tii) Didn’t their zeal for the things that you are 
zealous for encourage you to the same 
extraordinary faith and service? 

tiii) Of course, the Lord must first put this desire 
in your heart before it can affect you. 

men will fill your heart with courage as well. 
tiv) But once it is there, the testimony of such 

c. Some in Paul’s day were provoked from envy, strife 
and selfish ambition to preach the Gospel. 
ti) 

tii) 

Some were stimulated to preach Christ from the 
wrong motives. 
Some were apparently envious of Paul’s 
prestige and influence and so proclaimed 
Christ out of a spirit of rivalry hoping that 
it would make Paul’s situation worse. 

jealous of their success when he heard of it 
from prison. 

very well. 

tiii) Perhaps they thought that Paul would be 

tiv) If this was the case, they didn’t know Paul 

d. But others were encouraged to preach out of a love 
for Paul that moved them to imitate him. 
ti) They knew that Paul was only being a faithful 

soldier in the army of Christ. 
tii) They knew that Paul would willing undergo 

anything for the cause of Christ, and because 
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they loved Christ as well, it caused them all 
the more to love this one who would venture 
everything for his Lord. 

Christ, they sought to imitate him in doing 
what would give Christ the greatest joy: the 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

tiiil And so, out of love for Paul and for his 

B. Christ Was Being Preached both from Pure and Impure Hearts 
But Paul Was Willing to Overlook The Motives of the 
Insincere as Long as Christ Was Preached. ”WHAT THEN? 
ONLY THAT IN EVERY WAY, WHETHER IN PRETENSE OR IN TRUTH, 
CHRIST IS PROCLAIMED.” 
1.  Paul’s great interest in life was that the Gospel 

would be advanced through any legitimate means. 
a. This does not mean that he would be happy no matter 

how the kingdom was advanced. 
ti) Lies do not advance the kingdom, but truth 

tiil Paul would not rejoice in the gospels of the 
does. 

cults, or in those who use wicked means to 
bring people into their religious snares. 

b. But, as long as Christ was being preached, in this 
he rejoiced. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

This does not imply that those who preached 
from impure motives were necessarily 
Christians or that they were pleasing to God 
in their labors. 
But it does imply that it is not the messenger 
who saves an individual, but the message. 
There have been many people saved through the 
preaching of those who either turned out to be 
apostates, and therefore never truly a part of 
the kingdom of God, and through the preaching 
of those who had been living in gross 
immorality. 
PAUL DID NOT CONCERN HIMSELF WITH THE MOTIVES 
OF THOSE WHO WERE PREACHING, BUT ONLY THAT 
CHRIST WAS PREACHED. 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ asks you this morning whether you 
are concerned with the advancement of His kingdom. 
a. A man came up to D. L. Moody one day and expressed 

to him that he didn’t care for the way that he 
preached to others about Christ. Moody asked the 
man how it was that he communicated the Gospel. 
The man was embarrassed and admitted that he did not 
have any method, in fact he was not witnessing of 
Christ at all. Moody responded, ”Well sir, I think 
I like my method better than your method.” 

then you cannot be critical with others who are, 
whether they be Calvinist or Arminian. 

b. If you are not witnessing of the Gospel to anyone, 

c. However, you can and must be critical if they 
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distort the truth of the Gospel into another gospel 
wh i ch canno t save. 

bring forth its fruit, for the power is not in the 
messenger, but in the message. 

seed is not sown, it will not, it cannot produce a 
crop; no one will be saved. 

bear witness to His truth and to be concerned and 
busily engaged in the advancement of His Kingdom. 

d. But as long as the truth is proclaimed, it will 

e. And yet, if the message does not get out, if the 

f. People of Christ, consider that he calls you to 

11. And Secondly, I Want Some of Paul's Heart of Self-sacrifice 
for the Gospel to Advance to Affect Your Hearts. 

A. Paul Rejoiced When Circumstances Brought About the 
Furtherance of the Gospel Message, Even When It Was at His 
Own Personal Expense. "WHETHER IN PRETENSE OR IN 
TRUTH, CHRIST IS PROCLAIMED; AND IN THIS I REJOICE, YES, 
AND I WILL REJOICE." 
1.  It is not that Paul was unconcerned about his 

predicament. 
a. He says, "FOR I KNOW THAT THIS SHALL TURN OUT FOR 

MY DELIVERANCE THROUGH YOUR PRAYERS AND THE 
PROVISION OF THE SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST" (v. 19). 

or to his ultimate deliverance on the day of 
Christ. 

b. This either refers to his deliverance from prison, 

2. But it is plain that his overriding concern was that 
Christ would have the preeminence in his life. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

He continues, "ACCORDING TO MY EARNEST EXPECTATION 
AND HOPE, THAT I SHALL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME IN 
ANYTHING, BUT THAT WITH ALL BOLDNESS, CHRIST SHALL 
EVEN NOW, AS ALWAYS, BE EXALTED IN MY BODY, WHETHER 
BY LIFE OR BY DEATH" (v. 20). 
If Paul was to be released, he would simply use 
his freedom for Christ's work. 
If Paul was not to be released, then he would 
continue to preach Christ where he was. 
But if Paul was to die for the Gospel, then his 
concern was yet the same, "THAT WITH ALL BOLDNESS, 
CHRIST SHALL EVEN NOW, AS ALWAYS, BE EXALTED IN MY 
BODY, WHETHER BY LIFE OR BY DEATH." 
If Paul could not serve his Master in the work He 
had called him to, then life was meaningless for 
him. 
Therefore whether in life or death, if Christ was 
exalted, then he had cause to rejoice. 

B. The Lord Jesus Asks You this Morning if You Love Him Enough 
to Forsake all for Him. 
1.  Would you be willing to give up your life to follow 

Christ wherever He leads? Paul was, and this is what 
the Lord calls you to as well. 
a. Jesus said, "IF ANYONE COMES TO ME, AND DOES NOT 

HATE HIS OWN FATHER AND MOTHER AND WIFE AND 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

CHILDREN AND BROTHERS AND SISTERS, YES, AND EVEN 
HIS OWN LIFE, HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. WHOEVER 
DOES NOT CARRY HIS OWN CROSS AND COME AFTER ME 
CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. FOR WHICH OF YOU, WHEN HE 
WANTS TO BUILD A TOWER, DOES NOT FIRST SIT DOWN AND 
CALCULATE THE COST, TO SEE IF HE HAS ENOUGH TO 
COMPLETE IT? OTHERWISE, WHEN HE HAS LAID A 
FOUNDATION, AND IS NOT ABLE TO FINISH, ALL WHO 
OBSERVE IT BEGIN TO RIDICULE HIM, SAYING, ’ THIS 
MAN BEGAN TO BUILD AND WAS NOT ABLE TO FINISH.’ 
OR WHAT KING, WHEN HE SETS OUT TO MEET ANOTHER 
KING IN BATTLE, WILL NOT FIRST SIT DOWN AND TAKE 
COUNSEL WHETHER HE IS STRONG ENOUGH WITH TEN 
THOUSAND MEN TO ENCOUNTER THE ONE COMING AGAINST 
HIM WITH TWENTY THOUSAND? OR ELSE, WHILE THE OTHER 
IS STILL FAR AWAY, HE SENDS A DELEGATION AND ASKS 
TERMS OF PEACE. SO THEREFORE, NO ONE OF YOU CAN BE 
MY DISCIPLE WHO DOES NOT GIVE UP ALL HIS OWN 
POSSESSIONS” (Luke 14: 26-33). 
This does not necessarily mean that you must part 
with all your possessions literally in order to 
follow Christ, but it does recognize that whatever 
you have belongs to Him. 
You, your family, your house, your car, and all 
your possessions are the Lord’s, and you are to use 
them for nothing less than the glory of God. 
If the Lord called you to forsake all of your 
possessions and to go to the mission field this 
morning, would you do it? 
If the Lord called you to sell all of your worldly 
goods and to give them to the poor this morning, 
could you do it cheerfully? 
If the Lord called you to suffer in prison for preaching 
the Gospel, would you love Him enough to do so? Would 
you be willing to give your life for Him? 
If you can honestly say yes to these things, then 
the love of Christ is in your hearts. 
But examine your life further and see if your 
willingness has ever become action. 
showing your love for Christ by doing even the 
small things that He commands? 
If you cannot do the smaller things, you will not 
be able to do the greater either. 

Are you 

2. Jesus said, ”WHOEVER WISHES TO SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE 
IT; BUT WHOEVER LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE SHALL FIND 
IT” (Matt. 16:25). 
a. The Gospel requires us to lose ourselves in Christ. 
b. If you are hanging onto your own life, and selfishly 

desiring to live it for your own pleasure, Jesus 
said you will lose it. Not only in this life, but 
in the one to come as well. 

give it to Christ. Lose your life out of love for 
Christ, in order that you may gain it. 

c. If you are hanging onto your life this morning, 

d. But if you are Christ’s this morning, then you have 
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already lost your life for Christ’s sake; you are 
no longer your own, but you belong to Christ. 

e. You are not the captain of your own destiny, nor 
are you the sovereign of your own life, but you are 
Christ’s slave. 

f. Jesus calls you in love to give yourself fully to 
Him. He wants to use you for His glory, He wants 
to bear much fruit through you. 

g. He wants you to exhibit the same concern for His 
good pleasure that the apostle Paul did. 

h. He wants you to study His Word to know His will, 
and to subordinate everything that you do to the 
greater end of glorifying His hold Name. 

i. People of God, pray that Christ would be pleased to 
use you for His glory, for there is no greater end 
on earth or in heaven, and no other way for you to 
experience the greatness of His blessings in your 
life. Let us pray. 


