
“Rejoicing in Hope” 
(Romans 12:12) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We have been looking at Paul’s description of biblical love to the Romans.   
a.  It’s a giving love:  it ministers its gift, does its part to build up the whole.   
b.  It’s a sincere love:  not hypocritical, loves what is good, hates what is evil; does to 

others as they would have others do to them.   
c.  It’s a tender love:  full of affection, embraces other believers as family.   
d.  And it’s a humble love:  takes the role of a servant; gives and forgives; lowers itself 

to raise up others.   
 
2.  Last week, we saw that it’s also an active love.   

a.  It’s not lazy or indifferent to the real needs of others.   
b.  Rather it’s like a spring welling up in the heart, boiling and moving us closer to God 

– communion with Him, giving us the desire to serve Him and others – at the same 
time moving us away from the world.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Paul here, like Luther, seems to explode with applications of love.   
a.  There doesn’t seem to be a particular order in what Paul gives.   
b.  It’s almost a list of things love does and should do as they occur to him.   

(i)  Some of these have to do with what we should do for others:  minister our gifts, 
love one another, humble ourselves to lift others up, etc.   

(ii)  Some with what we are to experience within ourselves:  a sincere love, loving 
good, hating evil, being diligent, etc.   

(iii)  Still others with our relationship with the Lord:  to love and fervently serve him, 
etc.   

 
2.  The particular duty love he calls us to this morning has to do with how our relationship 

with the Lord should affect our outlook on our whole life, not only here, but in the life 
to come:  rejoicing in hope.   
a.  The Lord has provided us with a glorious hope:  eternal life, freedom from sin, 

perfect joy and happiness in heaven, eternal fellowship with Him.   
b.  But He wants that hope to affect the way we live now:  we are to rejoice in it.   
c.  Hope, remember, is what keeps us going, keeps us moving forward.   

(i)  Hope that is seen – what we already have – is not hope.   
(ii)  Hope is what we expect to receive.   
(iii)  Without hope, we would crumble, become indifferent, lazy and eventually die.   
(iv)  It has been noted that of those who have terminal illness, it’s those who have 

hope who survive, or who survive longer.   
(v)  Those who give up die more quickly.   
(vi)  Hope gives us strength, it gives us a reason to live, it gives us some confidence 

that we will live.   
(vii)  If this life was all we had, I think most of us would give up and die sooner.   
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(viii)  But we the hope of something better than what we see now.   
(ix)  We have the hope of heaven, of a happier life and existence; that is what keeps 

us moving forward.   
 

3.  This morning, I want us to look at four things:   
a.  What our hope is.   
b.  Why we have this hope.   
c.  How we received or can receive this hope.   
d.  And finally, how we should live in light of this hope.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is our hope?   
1.  It’s the hope of salvation.   

a.  Salvation from the consequences of our sins.   
(i)  This is what we usually think of regarding salvation.   
(ii)  Freedom from God’s wrath, judgment, eternal hell.   
(iii)  Deliverance from punishment that may increase.   
 

b.  Freedom from punishment that goes on forever, in a place of utter torment, is a great 
blessing.  But there is more:  freedom from sin itself.   
(i)  For the Christian, freedom from corruption is more important than from hell.   
(ii)  We’ve seen that biblical love hates evil:  sin is evil!   
(iii)  The Puritans believed that it would be better to be cast into hell than to commit 

one sin.  The reason:  hell is merely punishment, but sin is the cause of the 
punishment; it’s what offends God.   

(iv)  To be free from sin, what God hates; to stop dishonoring Him and begin 
honoring Him, is what the Christian wants and hopes for.   

(v)  But the only place where that hope will become a reality is in heaven.   
(vi)  That is the salvation God promises; that is our hope.   
 

2.  Our hope is also the hope of everlasting life.   
a.  Not just endless life outside of hell.   

(i)  Not just escape from hell.   
(ii)  Not just endless existence.   

 
b.  But of a life of joy and peace in heaven.   

(i)  Fullness of joy and love and peace.   
(ii)  Being swallowed up in love.   
(iii)  Being as full as you can be of this blessed fruit, because you are filled to the full 

with the Spirit.   
(iv)  Man was originally made to have the Spirit dwelling in him.   

(a)  Sin drove Him away, leaving man totally depraved and evil.   
(b)  But Jesus brought the Spirit back, not completely in this life, but as a down 

payment (Eph. 1:13-14), enough to make us thirsty for more (Matt. 5:6).   
(c)  In heaven, we have Him to the full; perhaps more than Adam had.   
(d)  This is what makes eternal life worth having.   

 
3.  But eternal life is still more:  It’s the hope of spending eternity with God.   
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a.  Heaven is not heaven just because of the benefits to us personally.   
(i)  Yes, there’s no hell, no punishment, no anguish or torment of soul.   
(ii)  Yes, life goes on forever.   
(iii)  Yes, we are swallowed up in love.   
(iv)  But that isn’t the best part.   

 
b.  Heaven is heaven because God is there.   

(i)  What good would it be to be swallowed up in love if the object of our love wasn’t 
there?   

(ii)  What good would it be to have a perfect love for your spouse, or your parents or 
children, or your brother or sister, if you were forever separated from them?   

(iii)  To love someone perfectly, but to be eternally separated from that person, 
would be hell.   

(iv)  That’s why the Puritans also said that they would rather be in hell than in 
heaven, if God was there:  God makes heaven, heaven.   

(iv)  But the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are in heaven; that’s why it’s heaven.   
(v)  And we get to spend endless time with them there, those we love the most.   
(vi)  That is our hope.   

 
B.  Second, why do we have this hope?   

1.  We have this hope because of God’s unchanging love.   
a.  We have it because the Lord has chosen us from all eternity.   

(i)  The Bible says that God foreknew/foreloved some sinners.   
(ii)  He chose them, elected them to salvation.   
(iii)  He did this knowing what they would be like and do.   
(iv)  But remember, His love isn’t based on us, but on Him.   
(v)  We have this hope because of God’s eternal love.   

 
b.  We also have it because He won’t change His mind.   

(i)  God never changes, and that includes changing His plan.   
(ii)  It’s impossible for Him to love us one moment and then not the next.   
(iii)  He has loved us from all eternity; and He will continue to do so.   
(iv)  And because of this, we have hope.   

 
2.  We have this hope because of the work of Christ.   

a.  The Father loved us enough to do something about our condition:  He sent His Son 
to save us.   

b.  Jesus loved His Father and us enough to come and do what was necessary to save us.   
(i)  He obeyed perfectly, the only kind of obedience the Father will accept.   
(ii)  He died on the cross, the only sacrifice the Father will accept for sin.   
(iii)  He sits at the right hand of God, the only intercession the Father will listen to.   
(iv)  We have the hope of salvation because of what Jesus has done and continues to 

do.   
 
3.  And we have this hope because of the application of Christ’s work to us by the Spirit.   

a.  Jesus’ work wouldn’t have done us any good if it was out there somewhere.   
b.  But the Father and the Son sent the Spirit into the world to take that work and apply 

it to us.   
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c.  The Spirit has put us in Christ; taken away our sins; clothed us with His 
righteousness.   

d.  We have the hope of heaven – of freedom from the punishment due to sin, from the 
influence of sin; of perfect joy, peace and happiness, of fellowship with the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit – because the Father has loved us, the Son died and lives for us, 
and because the Spirit applied this work to us.   

 
C.  Third, how did we receive this hope, or how can we if we don’t have it?   

1.  We can only receive it in Christ.   
a.  Only He has done the work necessary:  He perfectly obeyed.   
b.  Only He has paid an acceptable price:  He died on the cross.   
 

2.  We must believe/trust in Him.   
a.  We must turn from our sins:  all our sins; and purpose not to do them again.   
b.  We must turn from our own righteousness:  from what we have done as the basis of 

our acceptance.   
c.  We must lay all our hope of heaven, our acceptance with God, on Jesus Christ:  His 

righteousness/good works; His forgiveness/atonement/death.   
d.  And we must follow/obey Him.   
e.  This is how each one of us who are Christ’s received Him.   
f.  This is how any here this morning who don’t know Him must receive Him.   
g.  If you don’t have this hope, come to Him this morning.  He will receive you, if you 

come to Him in faith and repentance.   
 
D.  Finally, what difference should this hope make in our lives?  Paul says it should make us 

rejoice.   
1.  Rejoice in bad times.   

a.  The Lord will protect us, see us through, work all together for good.   
b.  He will bring us to the end of the race, and we will inherit the kingdom.   
 

2.  And rejoice in the good times.   
a.  This is one way to keep from growing cold when there are no refining trials.   
b.  The hope of heaven and rejoicing in it can keep our hearts warm.   
c.  We’re going to die; we’re going to leave this world; we don’t have a choice; we need 

to be ready.   
d.  Keeping our eyes on the hope and rejoicing in it will keep us ready.   
c.  So rejoice if you are His this morning; nothing can take your hope away; no power 

on heaven or earth can separate us from the love of God in Christ (Rom. 8:33-39).  
Amen.   


