
”Redeem the Time! ” 
(Ephesians 5:15-17) 

Introduction: When we consider something very precious to us, we 
usually, if we are wise, budget or ration it so that we won’t run 
out. If we’re on a long trip, and we’re running out of gas, and we 
know that the next gas station is a long ways off, we are careful 
not to use more gas than we have to so we won’t run out before we 
arrive. We budget our money because we know that we have limited 
resources and we don’t want to run out of money before we run out 
of month. But if we take such special care with these things, how 
much more careful should we be with our time? Time is one thing 
that we think little about. And yet time is one commodity which, 
which unlike the others, we cannot increase. We don’t know how 
much we started with, and we don’t know how much is left. If we 
think our finances are so important, how much more this precious 
quantity. This morning I want you to see, 

Because of the exceeding preciousness of time, we ought to 
do all in our power to use it as wisely as we can. 

I. Time is Exceedingly Precious. 
A .  Because Each Man Has Only a Limited Quantity. 

1. God determined the amount in eternity. 

Our days are ordained by Him. 

given us. 

a. God has decreed whatever comes to pass. 
(il 

(iil We have no more time nor less than what He has 

b. The time of earthly life we have from Him is a 

It is given to us as a gift of His grace. 

you used to accomplish the Lord’s plan for 
your life? 

Have you improved the time? 
If the Lord were to call you to account today, 
would you be able to give a good account of 
yourse 1 f? 

priceless treasure entrusted to us. 
(il 

(iil Looking back over your years, how much have 

(iiil Have you been faithful to serve the Lord? 

(ivl 

2. Each of us has already spent a good quantity of it. 
a. Once it is past, it cannot be recovered (Edwards 

2: 234). 
(il If we lose something, we can often work hard 

(iil Not so with time. Once it is gone, it is gone 
and recover it. 

forever. 
Think of how much good may be done in a year, 
in a month, in a week, in a day. 
Much may be done for the Lord and for the good 
of your own souls. 
But what have you done with your time? 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl 
(vil You who are past your youth, what have you 
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3.  

done with it? 
Would it have been better for you if you had 
slept through your whole youth, or poured it 
out into the sands of time? 
Consider how it may have better been spent. 

(viil 

(viiil 

b. If you are in your youth, consider that you have an 
advantage. 
(il Most of your life may still be ahead of you. 

(iil There is time in the present to change your 
course. 

much of life ahead of you, so you will take 
your leisure now and later you will redeem 
your time. No! 

waste them. Do not let the devil deceive you. 

(iiil This is not the time to say that you have 

(ivl These are the best of your years. Do not 

c. If you are advanced in years, consider that you may 
not have much remaining time. 
(il If you have lived 50, 60, 70 years, and have 

not used it wisely, it cannot be helped now. 
(iil Most of your time is eternally gone. 

(iiil All that can be done is to make better use of 
the time that you have remaining. 

None of us knows how much time we have left. 
a. The time we have wasted in sin can never be 

regained. 
b. And we do not know exactly how much time remains. 

(il We may have a year, maybe several years, or 

(iil Next year at this time, some of us here may 
only a month, a week, or a day. 

have run out of time; it is all used up. 

impending threat, but this is no sure sign 
that we will remain. 

(iiil Perhaps there are no signs of illness, no 

c. It is important therefore that we improve the use 
of whatever time we have left. 
(il James 4:14 ”You are just a vapor that appears 

for a little while and then vanishes away.” 
This should teach us how we ought to prize our 
time, and how careful we ought to be, that we 
do not lose any of it (Edwards 2:234l. 

(iil 

B. Especially Because It Is in this Brief Time Alone that 
Eternity is Determined. 
1.  It is only on this earth that your eternal destiny is 

secured. 
a. What you do with God’s command to faith and 

repentance will determine your eternity. 
b. If you come to Christ and trust in Him alone for 

salvation, then you will spend eternity with Him. 
c. But if you continue in your sin, know that there 

will be a day of reckoning. 
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d. Edwards has remarked that the damned in hell would 
give the whole universe to be in your place. 

2. If you are Christ’s realize that you will also give an 
account to God of the time that you have been given and 
be rewarded accordingly. 
a. For those who come to Christ, it yet matters how 

you spend your time. 
(il Becoming a Christian is not the end, but the 

beg inning . 

which you are accountable. 
(iil Your time is entrusted as a stewardship for 

b. How you spend it indicates whether or not you truly 

c. But it also is that basis upon which God will 
love Christ. 

reward or withhold reward on the day of judgment. 
(il Time is the medium in which we do good or 

evil. Time is the currency. We will give an 
account of how it was spent. 

rewarded for what we have done in the body 
whether good or evil ( 2  Cor. 5: 10). 

(iil Each of us will stand before the Lord to be 

11. Because of this, We Ought to Do all in our Power to Make the 
Best Use of Our Remaining Time as Possible. 
A. Carefully Consider How You Are Living (v. 15). 

1.  Stop patterning your life after the unwise/foolish (v. 
15b). 
a. The foolish man wastes his time in fruitless 

activity and sinfulness, heaping up judgment for 
the day of God’s wrath. 

b. If we were to examine our lives, I wonder how much 
we would 
(il How 

(a1 
(bl 

(Cl 

(el 

(iiil How 

really have in common with him. 
much time have you spent in idleness? 
Maybe some of you feel you have time to kill 
You look for ways to use it up because it 
is a burden to you. 
Yet you do nothing for the good of your 
soul or body, your family or neighbor, or 
for your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

much time in wickedness? 
You are not using it for any good. 
But you are doing harm both to yourself 
and to others. 
Some will look back over their lives and 
wished that they had had no time. 
For all that they accomplished in life 
was to add mountains of misery to their 
everlasting damnation in hell. 
And in the process have increased the 
damnation of others whom they have 
encouraged to the same evil deeds. 

much time in worldly pursuits? 



4 

(a) 

(bl How much good has it done for your soul? 
(cl Is it any better off and prepared for 

Have you spent much of your time striving 
after the riches of this world? 

that world to come than before? 

(ivl Stop living like the foolish man. Life is 
too precious to waste. 

2. But start living as the wise man (v. 15c). 
a. The wise know the will of the Lord and do it. 

(il The Word of God is written on his heart. 

(iiil And he does do it with much patience and 
(iil To do it is his delight. 

perseverance, and he bears much fruit. 

b. The wise man knows that his eternal destiny is 
determined by how he lives in this short time. 
(il God has given him time as a talent. 

is accountable to God for that day and will 
have to give an account. 

(iil Each day when he awakens, he considers that he 

B. Therefore, Make the Most of Your Remaining Time! (v. 16, 
17) 
1.  Make the most of every opportunity, because the days 

are evil (v. 16). 
a. Every minute you live you must make a decision as 

to how time will best serve the Lord's interests. 
(il Improve the present time as best as possible. 

(iil Especially those times which are most 
precious . 
(a1 The Lord's Day, and especially public 

(bl 
(cl 

worship. 
Those precious times of family worship. 
The days of your youth when you have all 
your natural strength and energy. 

(iiil Use your leisure time to its best advantage. 
(a1 All of us have some, some more than 

(bl Do not spend all of it in fruitless 

(cl Tell yourself, "Only so much, and no 

(dl 

others. 

activity. 

more! " 
Use the time for the betterment of your 
soul and that of others. 

b. Make the best use of every opportunity that the 
Lord in His providence supplies you. 
(il In Paul's day "persecution and distress 

threatened the churches throughout the Roman 
Empire; signs were not lacking of the 
impending fall of the Second Jewish 
Commonwealth, with all the incalculable 
implications which that might have for the 
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(iil 

(iiil 

Christian cause. The present opportunity for 
Christian life and work might not last much 
longer; Christians should therefore use it to 
the full while they could. The word 
translated ’time’ [Gk. kairos) denotes a 
critical epoch, a special opportunity, which 
may soon pass; ’grasp it’, says the apostle, 
’buy it up for yourselves [Gk. exagorazomai) 
while it lasts’” [Bruce 109). 

Every day brings with it another 24 hours in 
which to do that which the Lord has ordained 
for you. Redeem as much as you can to 
accomplish the labor He created you for. 

Once that time is gone, it is gone, and 
nothing can return even the smallest amount of 
it to you. 

2. So stop being foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is (v. 17). 
a. Do not be foolishly ignorant of the Lord’s will, 

but understand what the Lord wishes to bring about 
through your life. 

b. Learn to see things the way that He does, and make 
His will or judgment your standard, and the rule of 
your conduct (Hodge 220). 

relying fully on the grace of God and making 
diligent use of His gracious means of provision. 

d. Consider how precious time is to those who come to 
the end of it. 
(il They would give all they have to extend it 

c. Seek to live your life with all your strength, 

even a short while longer. 
(iil But it cannot be done. 

e. Seek to use your remaining time as wisely as 
possible, because when it is gone, all of the 
universe will not buy for you one more precious 
moment of life. Amen! 


