
”Reconciled To God” 
(Ephesians 2:16-18) 

Introduction: When you offend someone, your relationship is not the same 
again until you humble yourself, seek their forgiveness, and are forgiven 
by the offended party. In the same way, all of us have offended God by 
our many offenses against Him and His holy Law. We are not reconciled to 
Him until the offense is removed. And what I want you to see this 
morning is that, 

You were alienated from God because of your sins, but Christ 
removed this barrier through His cross and brought you into the 
presence of God. 

I. You Were Reconciled to God Through Christ’s Atonement. 

A. Both Jew and Gentile Were Alienated From God. [Review). 

1. The Jews had the covenants, promises, divine worship. 
a. The divine provisions for dealing with sin. 
b. They had real forgiveness through Christ. 
c. Because of sacramental union. 

2. The Gentiles were excluded, but were brought near. 
a. They were excluded by the ceremonial law. 
b. But Christ fulfilled it, removing the enmity. 

3. Both needed Christ’s work to bring them to God. 
a. Christ abolished the Law by fulfilling it. 
b. He fulfilled the righteousness of the Law. 
c. And He fully paid its penalty. 

B. Christ Reconciled You to God Through His Cross. 

1. You were separated from God by the enmity. 

a. The enmity was your mutual hostility. 
(il <Ps. 21:7-13> Aim bow at their faces. 

(iiil <Romans 5:10> You were enemies of God. 

(vl Rom. 5:l Justification brings peace. 

(iil Romans 1:18 The wrath of God is revealed. 

(ivl John 3:19-20 Wicked men hate the light. 

b. God was at enmity with you. 
(il Not hatred, for God is love. 

(iil But His calm and holy purpose to punish sin. 
(iiil <Col. 1: 20-22>. 

c. Many think that God is not wrathful. 
(il They focus only on God’s love. 

(iil You must distinguish God’s love and benevolence. 
(iil But God is also a God of justice. 

d. At the cross He demonstrated His wrath. 
(il Not merely a demonstration of God’s love. 
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(iil But a satisfaction of divine wrath. 
(iiil Not man’s, but God’s. 

2. Christ’s sacrifice fully satisfied God’s justice. 

a. The penalty for sin is death [Rom. 6 : 2 3 ) .  
(il Justice is getting what you earn. 

(iil We have earned death. 

b. Christ fully satisfied God’s justice. 
(il Not a potential payment, but full and complete. 

(iil Christ really discharged your debt. 
(iiil Yet forgiveness takes place in time. 

c. In doing so, He put to death the enmity. 
(il Our sin was the cause of the enmity. 

(iil Having paid our debt, we may now be reconciled. 

3 .  God also removed the sword from your hands. 
a. Whereas you hated Him, now you love Him. 
b. Recognize remaining corruption generates hatred. 
c. Some of you always loved Christ. 

C. This Allows God to Be Just and The Justifier of the Ungodly. 

1. How can God be just if He forgives sin? 
a. Justice demands payment for wrong committed. 
b. If God is a just God, He cannot merely overlook sin. 

2. It is free to you, but not to God. 
a. It does not cost you anything. 
b. But that doesn’ t mean no one paid it. 

3 .  Christ paid it all, to reconcile you to God. 
a. The debt was an infinite one. 
b. Christ was the precious payment rendered on your behalf 

11. You Now Have Access to the Father. 

A. The Purpose of Christ’s Coming Was To Establish Peace. 

1. The angels announced this [Luke 2: 8-14]. 

2. Not to the world. 
a. Remember, man is at war with God. 
b. God is the offended party. 
c. He takes peace from nations which reject His Messiah. 

3 .  Christ brings peace by reconciling men to God. 
a. Removing the enmity, the war is over. 
b. There is now peace between God and His redeemed. 

B. Having Satisfied God’s Justice, Peace Was Proclaimed. 

1. The message of peace is the Gospel. 
a. The message of reconciliation <2 Cor. 5:18-19> 
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b. The way of peace with God. 

2. But Christ preached peace to Jews, not Gentiles. 
a. He preached only to Jews <Matt. 15:24>. 
b. His apostles preached only to Jews <Matt. 10:5-6>. 

3 .  He preached to Gentiles through His apostles. 
a. Acts is the continuing work of Christ. 

b. The apostles preached the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
(il Paul was called to the Gentiles. 

(iil Cf. chapter 3 of Ephesians. 

c. Christ continues through the Church ( 2  Cor. 5:20). 
(il 

(iil 
His ministers are the heralds of this message. 
They are ambassadors with the authority of Christ 

d. Here is the importance of preaching. 
(il Christ came that there might be a Gospel. 

(iil It is useless unless others know of it. 
(iiil Preaching is His ordained means. 

C. This Is Demonstrated by Your Access to God. 

1. It is full introduction, not potential access. 
a. Christ did not merely open the way. 
b. He introduced you into God’s presence. 
c. It is a real reconciliation, not potential. 

2. It is accomplished by the Triune God. 

a. The Father represents the Godhead. 
(il He gave you to the Son as a reward. 

(iil He sent the Son for your redemption. 

(ivl Hence, He is represented as the Bestower. 
(iiil And the Spirit to apply it to you. 

b. Your access is through Christ. 

(iil Through His intercession. 
(il Through His vicarious death. 

(iiil Your praise, thanksgiving, confessions and prayer are 
only accepted through Him. 

c. Your access is by the Holy Spirit. 
(il All essential to your communion with God is the fruit 

of the Spirit: desire, reverence, love, confidence. 
(iil You are inhabited by one Spirit <1 Cor. 12:ll-13>. 
(ivl You reconciled, draw near, and are His children, by 

the Spirit (Rom. 8: 15-16]. 

Conclusion: 
1. So Christ reconciled you to God by His cross. 
2. He removed His wrath and took the sword from your hand. 
3 .  By Christ’s atoning death, you now have peace with God. 
4. By His Spirit that peace is applied to you. 
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5. If while enemies He did this, how much more will you be saved from 

6. How you ought to love the Triune God! 
7. Amen. Let us pray! 

His wrath now that you are reconciled. 


