
“Receive the Word” 
(James 1:21) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, James warned us about anger.   
a.  Man’s anger won’t bring about the righteous ends that God desires.   
b.  The Christian needs to be careful with his anger as well:   

(i)  James will remind us this morning that we still have a great deal of sin in 
our hearts.   

(ii)  When we become agitated and stirred up against something, it can stir up 
everything in our soul:  God’s grace, as well as our corruption.   

(iii)  That’s why we’re warned again and again in Scripture against anger.   
(a)  “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 

away from you, along with all malice” (Eph. 4:31).   
(b)  “But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 

and abusive speech from your mouth” (Col. 3:8).   
 

(iv)  That’s why we also need to examine our hearts and conduct when we 
become angry.   
(a)  What am I angry at?  Is it just?  Is it not just?   
(b)  How has it affected me?  Has it caused me to break the Great 

Commandment?  Has it caused me to hate my neighbor or injure him?   
(c)  I must especially guard my heart against sin when I’m angry.   

 
2.  James also told us something about how to manage our anger:   

a.  We must be quick to hear:   
(i)  We must keep the lines of communication open.   
(ii)  We need to listen to our neighbor’s defense.   
(iii)  We need to consider it very carefully, not jump to conclusions or 

pronounce sentence prematurely.   
 
b.  We must be slow to speak.   

(i)  When we judge quickly, we often speak too quickly.   
(ii)  We need to restrain ourselves, think through the issues, decide on a godly 

course.   
 
c.  We must be slow to anger.   

(i)  These things by themselves will help guard our hearts so that we don’t 
become unrighteously angry.   

(ii)  But we must also subdue ungodly anger, as we must all sin, in our hearts.   
(iii)  If we don’t work on controlling it, we can’t expect to manage it when 

we are provoked.   
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B.  Preview.   
1.  James now moves on from anger as one expression of sin in particular to sin in 

general.   
a.  We need to put it all off, not just anger.   

(i)  Perhaps he mentioned anger first because it’s something most are liable 
to.   

(ii)  But now he tells us that it all has to go:  again, we see the truth of what 
Owen had to say:  you can’t just attack the fruits of the tree, you must 
attack the root.   

 
b.  And we need, on the other hand, to receive the Word.   

(i)  The thing that stands in the way of our receiving it is our sin:  we must 
put it off.   

(ii)  We need also to put off the sin of pride and “in humility” receive the 
implanted Word, for this is able to save our souls.   

 
2.  This morning, let’s consider:   

a.  First, that must put off our sins.   
b.  Second, that we must receive the Word in humility.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we must put off our sins.   
1.  Notice first the degree of sin James says we have:  “filthiness and all that 

remains of wickedness.”   
a.  Why did the Puritans believe that the believer was an ocean of sin with a few 

drops of grace?   
(i)  Because of passages like this.   
(ii)  “All that remains of wickedness” should be more properly translated:  

“abundance of evil.”   
(a)  There is a great deal of evil in our souls.   
(b)  If we don’t understand this, we won’t be able to make sense of our 

experience.   
(1)  Why is it so difficult to serve the Lord?   
(2)  Why are spiritual duties the most difficult to perform:  prayer, 

Bible reading, worship?   
(3)  Why are we so easily tempted?   
(4)  Why are we so easily provoked and divided from one another?   
(5)  It’s because of the abundance of evil in our hearts.   

 
(iii)  We aren’t aware of how much we have when we first come to Christ.   

(a)  We haven’t been exposed to the things that set it off.   
(b)  The Lord mercifully gives us more restraining grace to begin with.   
 

(iv)  But we soon learn.   
(a)  The Lord wants us to know that He might humble us.   
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(b)  He wants us to know, so that we’ll be more thankful for His saving us 
from it.   

(c)  He wants us to know to show us the work He desires to do in us.   
(d)  And so He reveals it to us step by step.   
(e)  He doesn’t put it there; He doesn’t make it increase; He only shows us 

what is already there.   
 
b.  James call it filthiness, because it defiles, makes us unclean.   

(i)  It soils the garments of our souls.   
(ii)  Just one spot would be enough to make us miss heaven forever.   
(iii)  Thankfully, in Christ, all the guilt is removed.   
(iv)  But even though the guilt is removed, and its dominion broken in Christ, 

we still need to fight against what remains.   
 
2.  James tells us we must put it all off.   

a.  We can’t ignore it or simply try to restrain it:  we must put it off.   
(i)  We must get rid of it.   
(ii)  Its like poison that has to be cleared from our system.   
(iii)  Or like clothing that is on fire:  if we don’t take it off, it will kill us.   
(iv)  We must put off our sins.   

 
b.  And we must put all of it off, not just part.   

(i)  Again, we can’t fight just against the fruits.   
(ii)  We must go to the root of the problem.   
(iii)  We must fight against sin, not just particular sins.   
(iv)  We must be putting off “all filthiness,” all our moral impurity.   

(a)  Every unclean thought or intention.   
(b)  Every unclean word.   
(c)  Every unclean deed.   

 
c.  If we don’t do this, we won’t be able to do what James commands next.   

(i)  Our sin stands in the way of everything we would attempt for God.   
(ii)  Even in the way of everything we would do to put it off.   
(iii)  Is it any wonder that it will do all it can to keep us from God’s Word?   
(iv)  James tells us we must deal with our sin, so that we might respond 

properly to the Word.   
 
B.  This brings us to our second point:  We must receive God’s Word.   

1.  We must prepare ourselves to receive it, as we saw above.   
a.  Subdue our prejudice against it, our preconceived ideas.   
b.  Sin will blind us to what the Word really says.   
c.  Its like mud on the windshield of our cars:  we can’t see through it clearly to 

see where we should go.   
d.  Sin not only affects our hearts, but the effect on our hearts also blinds our 

eyes.   
e.  We need to clean it out, then we will see more clearly.   
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2.  And seeing it, we must believe it, accept it.   

a.  We must believe what it says:  Not question its truth, though we may 
sometimes question its meaning.   

b.  We must accept it “in humility” and submit to it:   
(i)  We are not judges of the Word; it is the judge of our hearts.   
(ii)  We must be willing to let it reveal our sins.   
(iii)  We must listen to it patiently, and be thankful for its admonitions.   
(iv)  We must desire to conform to it.   

 
3.  Why should we receive it?  This Word, James tells us, is able to save our souls.   

a.  It is the implanted Word:   
(i)  Something planted in our hearts by the Spirit.   
(ii)  A seed that grows and produces fruit:  the fruit of salvation.   
(iii)  It is the only seed the Spirit uses.   
 

b.  And with the Spirit’s blessing, it is able to save us:   
(i)  Initially, through the preaching of the Gospel.   

(a)  “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).   

(b)  “For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but 
imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God” (1 
Pet. 1:23).   

 
(ii)  But also throughout life.   

(a)  It not only shows you the path to begin with, but continues to make it 
clear.   

(b)  It is spiritual food:  to nourish the life in you, to make you strong.   
(c)  It is spiritual guidance:  to show you right from wrong, the path of 

safety and the path of sin, the narrow path to life and the broad path to 
destruction.   

(d)  And so we must know it:  read it, meditate on it, gather it into our 
hearts.   

 
c.  And so let us put off all our sins and receive God’s Word.   

(i)  When we want to get somewhere in our cars, we don’t just get behind the 
wheel with our sunshades up, and hit the gas.  If we do, we’ll be sure to 
destroy ourselves.   

(ii)  We carefully chart our course, make sure we have a clear view of where 
we’re going, that we can see the road, and then go.   

(iii)  We need to put off the blinders of sin, before we’ll be able to receive the 
clear direction of God.   

(iv)  This evening, we’ll consider more the aspect of having charted our 
course by the Word, to push on forward to our destination.   

(v)  We must not only hear the Word, we must do what it says.  Amen.   


