
“Raised to a New Kind of Life” 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we saw the importance of the resurrection:   

 

God raised Jesus to vindicate who He was –  

 

That He is the Son of God,  

 

That everything He said is true –  

 

And it was His declaration that our sins –  

 

The sins Jesus bore on the cross – have been forgiven.   

 

 

If His sacrifice had not been accepted,  

 

He would have stayed in the tomb,  

 

And everyone who died trusting Him would have perished.   

 

If He hadn’t been raised, we would have no hope.   

 

 

But Jesus was raised,  

 

His claims were proven to be true,  

 

His payment was received as payment in full.   

 

If you have turned from your sins and trusted Him,  

 

Your sins are forgiven – you have eternal life.    

 

 

Jesus has completed the work of the New Creation  

 

When so we meet together on this day He entered His rest  

 

To celebrate that event and worship Him,  
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We’re not doing so in vain.    

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening, let’s follow up on this theme of the New Creation  

 

By looking at how this work He’s finished should change the way we live.   

 

 

If you’re trusting Jesus, your sins are forgiven, you are on your way to heaven,  

 

The New Creation belongs to you.   

 

But how can you know that it does?   

 

How can you know that the faith you have is a saving faith?   

 

That your belief is more than merely belief in the facts?   

 

Paul says you can if you have become a new creature:   

 

If you’re a part of the New Creation,  

 

You are a new creature in Christ.   

 

 

Let’s look at two things:   

 

1.  That everyone who trusts Jesus becomes a new creation.   

 

2.  And that means that you will live a new kind of life.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul says that everyone who trusts in Jesus is already a new creation.   

 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature” (v. 17).   

 

 

1.  Let’s just back up a bit to understand more of what Jesus did  

 

When He completed His work and rose from the dead.   

 

It’s far more reaching than just the redemption of souls –  
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Jesus actually redeemed the universe.   

 

 

This universe needed to be redeemed  

 

Because the sin Adam committed against God  

 

As the head of the human race,  

 

Was also committed as the co-ruler of creation.   

 

His sin brought a curse – not only on us – but on the whole creation.   

 

Paul tells us that right now it suffers under this curse,  

 

Looking forward to the time when it will be freed.   

 

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him 

who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its 

slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of 

childbirth together until now” (Rom. 8:20-22).   

 

The reason it will be freed is because of what Jesus did on the cross.   

 

Paul writes to the church at Colossae, “For it was the Father's good pleasure for 

all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to 

Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I 

say, whether things on earth or things in heaven” (Col. 1:19-20).   

 

One day, what Jesus has done in principle will become reality:   

 

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass 

away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and 

the earth and its works will be burned up.  Since all these things are to be 

destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct 

and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements 

will melt with intense heat!  But according to His promise we are looking for 

new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:10-

13).   

 

Jesus did more than merely redeem souls:  He redeemed the creation.   

 

 

But, of course, His work was also to redeem people.   
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Everyone who trusts in Him –  

 

Everyone baptized into Him by the Spirit,  

 

Who is “In Christ” –  

 

Immediately becomes a part of this new creation that is “in Him.”   

 

That’s why Paul writes in our passage,  

 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature” (v. 17).   

 

And why he writes in Galatians 6:15, “For neither is circumcision anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creation.”   

 

 

2.  What Paul means is if you’re trusting Jesus Christ, the effects of the fall have 

been reversed – He has made you new.   

 

Part of you is new now, and part will be made new later.   

 

a.  The part that will be made new later is your body.   

 

Right now, it’s still part of the old creation.   

 

It’s still under the curse, waiting for its redemption, like the rest of creation:   

 

Paul continues in Romans 8, “And not only this [i.e., not only is the creation 

groaning and suffering], but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the 

Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our 

adoption as sons, the redemption of our body” (v. 23).   

 

Like creation, our bodies will be redeemed when Jesus comes again to raise 

the dead.   

 

Jesus says, “Do not marvel at this [i.e., that the hour has already some when 

those who hear Jesus’ voice will live spiritually]; for an hour is coming, in 

which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; 

those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who 

committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28-29).   

 

Paul writes, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead 

in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 
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up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thes. 4:16-17).   

 

He continues, “For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this 

mortal must put on immortality.  But when this perishable will have put on 

the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will 

come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in 

victory” (1 Cor. 15:53-54).   

 

Because your body is yet to be redeemed, it will grow old, get sick, and die.   

 

But the Lord will redeem it when He comes again.   

 

It has been redeemed in principle, but then it will be redeemed in its fullness.   

 

 

b.  But there is a part of you that is redeemed now:  your soul, your inner man.   

 

Paul writes, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is 

decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16).   

 

This renewing of the inner man is called the new man/you.   

 

It’s the new nature, the new disposition the Lord has given you –  

 

The Spirit’s work in your soul,  

 

That changes the whole direction of your life.   

 

 

B.  And this brings us to our second point:  If you are a part of the new creation in 

Christ, His life will reveal itself in you.   

 

1.  You can know that you’re a new creature – that you’re part of the New Creation 

– because you have a new disposition.   

 

Paul writes, “The old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (v. 

17).   

 

If you’re in Christ,  

 

You’re no longer the person you once were –  

 

You’re still yourself, but a morally better version.   
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Sin can no longer control you.   

 

It can influence you, but you don’t have to obey it.   

 

Paul writes, “Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  Therefore we have been 

buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of 

life.  For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, 

that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might 

be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who 

has died is freed from sin” (Rom. 6:3-7).   

 

Now it would be nice – very nice –  

 

If this freedom from sin was absolute, if it was perfect now:  But sadly, it isn’t!   

 

Even though you’re free from it –  

 

Even though you don’t have to obey it,  

 

Even though you don’t have to listen to it when you’re tempted –  

 

You will still sin, because there is still corruption/flesh in your soul.   

 

Paul writes, “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 

the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do 

the things that you please” (Gal. 5:17).   

 

The old man was dealt a mortal wound on the cross –  

 

But he’s still not dead.   

 

 

But even though he isn’t, you don’t have to obey him.   

 

Paul writes, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire 

of the flesh” (v. 16).   

 

The Spirit’s work in your soul is your new nature.   

 

It’s what Paul means when he says, “Behold, new things have come” (2 Cor. 

5:17).   
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He writes in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me [i.e., by His Spirit]; and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave Himself up for me.”   

 

The work He does is so powerful that it changes the direction of your life.   

 

Before you were in Christ, you were the slaves of sin.   

 

You practiced sin like every other child of the devil.   

 

John writes, “The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 

from the beginning” (1 John 3:8).   

 

But now that you are in Christ, and His Spirit lives in your soul,  

 

You practice righteousness.   

 

Again John writes, “Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who 

practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous” (v. 7).   

 

 

Before you were a new creature, you were no different than the world.   

 

“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 

the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among 

them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires 

of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as 

the rest” (Eph. 2:1-3).   

 

But now that He has given you His Spirit,  

 

And raised you from spiritual death to life,  

 

You are different – as different as light is from darkness.   

 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and 

seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus . . . For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we would walk in them” (vv. 4-6, 10).   

 

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us 

to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 



8 

godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us 

to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for 

His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:11-14).   

 

 

In one sense, this new life is something you really don’t have any control over:   

 

If you’re in Christ, you are a new creature – you have a new nature,  

 

And that new nature will exert itself in your life –  

 

It will make you hate the things of the world you loved before,  

 

And make you love the things of God you hated before.   

 

You will naturally incline towards the things of the Lord and His kingdom,  

 

Because those are the things you’ll want more.   

 

 

On the other hand, there is something you must do.   

 

You have a new nature, but you still have the old one.   

 

It’s been crucified, but it’s still alive to some degree.   

 

And so you will need to work to put it off.   

 

That’s why Paul writes to the Ephesians, “So this I say, and affirm together with 

the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility 

of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life 

of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of 

their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to 

sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.  But you 

did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been 

taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former 

manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in 

accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been 

created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Eph. 4:17-24).   

 

And why he writes to the Philippians, “So then, my beloved, just as you have 

always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 

absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is 

at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (2:12-13).   
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You will fight against your sin  

 

Because your new nature will compel you.   

 

You will fight to do what’s right,  

 

Because you must, because that’s who you are.   

 

This is the new creature you’ve become in Christ.   

 

 

2.  And so in closing, let me ask you,  

 

Does this describe you?   

 

Do you love God and His Word?   

 

Do you want to please Him with your life?   

 

Do you want to honor Him in all you do?   

 

Is this your greatest desire?   

 

When you’re faced with a choice, do you think about what He says to do, and 

seek to do it?   

 

Are you grieved when you fail?   

 

Are you striving to do better by His grace?   

 

 

Remember, the evidence that you are a new creature and part of the new 

creation  

 

Is more than being raised barely above indifference to the things of the Lord,  

 

It’s more than attending one church service on Sunday,  

 

Or reading your Bibles, praying, or attending a midweek study every now and 

again.   

 

The evidence you are a new creature in Christ  

 

Is a new zeal for His glory,  
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A love for Him with all your heart, mind, soul and strength,  

 

A desire to reach out to your neighbors in love and mercy to bring them to 

Christ.   

 

Jesus describes it as being hot for His glory.   

 

He says to the church at Laodicea, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold 

nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  So because you are lukewarm, and 

neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).   

 

The word “lukewarm” literally means somewhere between cold and hot.   

 

If you’re part of the new creation, you will be hot with zeal for His glory.   

 

 

If that doesn’t describe you,  

 

Then come to the Lord this evening.   

 

Ask Him to put the fire of His Spirit in your heart  

 

That you might turn from your sins, trust Him, and then serve Him with all your 

heart.   

 

 

If you have experienced this fire in the past,  

 

But your fire is burning low,  

 

Then come to Him as well,  

 

Ask Him to renew your commitment,  

 

To stoke your heart with the fire of His Spirit  

 

Until you glow with a holy desire that answers to the grace He has shown you in 

Christ.  Amen.   

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


