
“Praise Him at All Times” 

(Mark 14:26) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  After Jesus had given Judas a clear warning –  

a.  Woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed,  

(i)  It would have been good for that man  

(ii)  If he had not been born,  

(iii)  Because of the hell he would have to endure  

(iv)  For all eternity –  

 

b.  He still left to betray Jesus.   

(i)  The Lord leaves everyone  

(ii)  To the freedom of their own will.   

(iii)  But they are still bound by their nature  

(iv)  To do what they want to do.   

(v)  Judas wanted money,  

(vi)  And so he was prepared to sell Jesus out  

(vii)  Even though the cost would be high.   

 

c.  Let this be a reminder if you don’t know the Lord,  

(i)  That unless the Lord changes your heart,  

(ii)  You too will go willingly to hell.   

(iii)  Pray that He will give you the grace  

(iv)  To repent and believe.   

 

2.  After Judas left, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper.   

a.  Now the disciples understood what the Passover meant.   

(i)  Now they understood something more  

(ii)  Of the love the Lord had for them –  

(iii)  That He would be willing to lay down His life,  

(iv)  To suffer hell in their place  

(v)  That they might go to heaven.   

 

b.  If you’re trusting the Lord this morning,  

(i)  This is the love He has for you.   

(ii)  He suffered hell in your place  

(iii)  Not only to set you free for all eternity,  

(iv)  But to bring you to a world of perfect love.   

 

c.  What should you give Him in return  

(i)  But to love Him with your whole life –  

(ii)  To devote your whole self to Him.   
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(iii)  May He give us all grace to do so.   

 

3.  They also understood that He would rise again  

a.  Not only through what He said earlier in His ministry  

(i)  But through what He said at the Table,  

(ii)  That He would drink of the fruit of the vine  

(iii)  With them new in the kingdom of God (v. 25).   

(iv)  Not only would they see Him again,  

(v)  But they would enjoy the blessing  

(vi)  Of joining with Him at His table,  

(vii)  And of ruling with Him over the nations.   

 

b.  Again, the same is true of you.   

(i)  If you’re trusting Jesus,  

(ii)  And serving Him here out of love,  

(iii)  You too will join Him at His table  

(iv)  And rule with Him  

(v)  When your brief life here is over.   

(vi)  Since these things are real,  

(vii)  Let them motivate you to push forward  

(viii)  In your service to Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now that the Supper had ended,  

a.  Jesus and the disciples did what was customary to do –  

b.  They sang a hymn.   

(i)  Actually, they sang more than one hymn.   

(ii)  They sang a group of hymns called the Hallell.   

(a)  Hallell means “praise” in Hebrew.   

(b)  It refers to a specific group of psalms –  

(c)  Psalms 113-118 –  

(d)  Customarily sung at the conclusion of the Passover.   

 

2.  Now this is interesting for at least two reasons:   

a.  First, because of what these psalms contain regarding the work of our Lord 

Jesus.   

b.  Second, because of what Jesus was about to face – He was about to be 

offered up for His people, and yet in the midst of this coming distress, He 

was singing praise to God.   

c.  Let’s consider both of these things for a few moments.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus and the disciple sang psalms that spoke of what Jesus was about to do.   

1.  Most, if not all of the psalms,  

a.  Speak of the person and work of Jesus Christ.   

b.  So it shouldn’t surprise us that these do.   
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c.  But it is interesting that these psalms  

(i)  Would be used for the Passover –  

(ii)  Which, as we’ve seen, was pointing  

(iii)  To the death of our Lord Jesus.   

 

2.  Let’s consider each briefly.   

a.  Psalm 113 is a call to worship the Lord,  

(i)  Declaring that He is worthy to be worshipped  

(a)  By the whole earth,  

(b)  And for all time,  

(c)  Because of who He is,  

(d)  And because of the great mercies He shows.   

 

(ii)  And what greater mercy has He shown  

(a)  Than sending His Son to die for sinful man  

(b)  That we might have forgiveness  

(c)  Through faith in His name.   

(d)  This is the mercy He offers to the whole world,  

(e)  And so the whole world should praise Him.   

 

b.  Psalm 114 speaks of the Lord’s deliverance  

(i)  Of His people out of Egypt  

(a)  And what He did for them  

(b)  In parting the Red Sea,  

(c)  And the Jordan,  

(d)  In overcoming nations for their sakes,  

(e)  And providing water for them  

(f)  In the wilderness from the rock.   

 

(ii)  The Exodus is a grand picture  

(a)  Of the redemption the Lord would later accomplish  

(b)  For His people through His Son.   

(c)  And the rock a picture  

(d)  Of the spiritual water that flows  

(e)  From His Son to His people  

(f)  Through faith in His name:  the Holy Spirit.   

 

c.  Psalm 115 reminds Israel  

(i)  That they should worship and trust the Lord  

(a)  Because He alone is the true God.   

(b)  All the gods of the earth are idols.   

(c)  Those who put their trust in them  

(d)  Will become like them.   

(e)  But those who trust the Lord  

(f)  Will be blessed.   
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(ii)  How can one have a relationship with the true God  

(a)  And receive His blessings?   

(b)  Only through the work  

(c)  Jesus was about to do on the cross.   

(d)  No other so-called god or religion will do.   

 

d.  Psalm 116 is an expression of love to the Lord  

(i)  Because He is a God who hears the prayers of His people  

(a)  Who answers them,  

(b)  Who delivers from death and the grave,  

(c)  And preserves the lives of His people.   

 

(ii)  How can He do this?   

(a)  Only through the death and resurrection of His Son.   

(b)  The One who trusted God  

(c)  Was delivered from the grave.   

(d)  Those who trust in Him  

(e)  Are also delivered.   

 

e.  Psalm 117 calls on the nations  

(i)  To praise the Lord,  

(ii)  Looking forward to the time  

(iii)  When the Lord will bring them to Himself  

(iv)  Through the work of His Son.   

 

f.  And Psalm 118 contains one of the most explicit  

(i)  Prophecies regarding the death and resurrection  

(a)  Of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

(b)  “The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner 

stone.  This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.   This is 

the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (vv. 

22-24).   

 

(ii)  Jesus would be rejected by the builders of Israel – its leaders –  

(a)  Leading to His rejection, torture, and crucifixion.   

(1)  But the Lord would raise Him up again  

(2)  Making Him the corner stone of a new Temple,  

(3)  Made of living stones  

(4)  That would offer up praise to Him forever:   

(5)  The church.   

 

(b)  The day of His resurrection  

(1)  Would become the day His church would gather  

(2)  To offer up praise and thanksgiving to Him  

(3)  For the blessings of His salvation.   
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g.  These are the psalms they would sing  

(i)  And you can see why:   

(ii)  They speak so clearly  

(iii)  Of the work Jesus was about to do  

(iv)  And the results it would bring:   

(a)  The whole world would give glory to God (Ps. 113)  

(b)  For the work of redemption He was about to accomplish in His Son,  

(c)  And the living water He was about to pour out through Him (114),  

(d)  In doing what only the true and living God could do – Bring salvation 

(115),  

(e)  From death, hell and the grave (116).   

(f)  The whole world would praise Him for this blessing (117),   

(g)  That He would give  

(h)  Through the rejection, death, burial and resurrection  

(i)  Of His Son Jesus Christ,  

(j)  And His church from that time forward  

(k)  Would meet on the day of His victory over the grave  

(l)  To give Him the praise that is His due (118).   

(m)  That’s why we’re meeting with Him today.   

 

B.  The fact that they sung these hymns/psalms is interesting for a second reason:  

because of what Jesus was about to face.   

1.  We often sing when we’re happy –  

a.  When the Lord has given us reasons to praise Him.   

(i)  We certainly try to focus on these things  

(ii)  When we meet together for worship, and we should.   

(iii)  James writes, “Is anyone among you suffering?  Then he must pray.  Is 

anyone cheerful?  He is to sing praises” (5:13).   

 

b.  But how often do you think about singing/worshiping the Lord  

(i)  When it seems like His hand has turned against you?   

(ii)  This is what the Lord wants you to do –  

(iii)  To sing His praises at all times  

(iv)  And in all circumstances.   

 

2.  We have several examples in Scripture.   

a.  After the Lord had allowed Satan  

(i)  To take Job’s livestock, his servants, and his children,  

(ii)  Job fell to the ground and worshipped (Job 1:20).   

(iii)  Why?   

(a)  Because he knew he didn’t deserve these blessings.   

(b)  He knew they came purely from God’s gracious hand,  

(c)  And the hand that gave him these things to enjoy  

(d)  Had every right to take them away  

(e)  If that’s what He deemed best.   

(f)  Regardless of what happened  
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(g)  The Lord is God –  

(h)  The Lord is Job’s God –  

(i)  And so Job owed Him worship.   

 

b.  Paul and Silas were arrested for preaching the Gospel.   

(i)  Their robes were torn off,  

(ii)  They were beaten severely,  

(iii)  And throw into jail  

(iv)  Their feet fastened in the stocks.   

(v)  “But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of 

praise to God” (Acts 16:25).   

(vi)  Why?   

(a)  For the same reason the disciples rejoiced  

(b)  After they had been flogged by the Council:   

(c)  Because they were thankful  

(d)  They had been counted worthy  

(e)  To suffer for the One who suffered for them (Acts 5:41).   

(f)  Paul would later write, “From now on let no one cause trouble for me, 

for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus” (Gal. 6:17).   

(g)  And he wrote to the Philippians, “For to you it has been granted for 

Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to 

be in me” (1:29-30).   

 

c.  Jesus, knowing the time had come  

(i)  For Him to give His life –  

(ii)  To receive the guilt of His people  

(iii)  And to suffer and die in their place –  

(iv)  Sang hymns with His disciples  

(v)  Before leaving to pray at the Mount of Olives.   

(vi)  Why?   

(a)  Because He knew His sufferings  

(b)  Would not only free His people,  

(c)  Result in glory and honor for Himself,  

(d)  Give glory and honor to His Father,  

(e)  But also that He would receive the people  

(f)  For whom He was laying down His life.   

(g)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Jesus . . . for the joy set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God” (12:2).   

 

3.  If you are the Lord’s,  

a.  There are always reasons to praise Him  

b.  No matter how difficult the Lord allows things to get.   

(i)  If the Lord takes away your possessions,  

(a)  Your loved ones,  
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(b)  Or your health,   

(c)  You can be thankful  

(d)  That you had them to begin with.   

(1)  We don’t deserve these things.   

(2)  God gave them to us purely of His grace,  

(3)  And He has the right to take them away  

(4)  Anytime He pleases.   

(5)  And being His children,  

(6)  You know He only takes away those things  

(7)  He knows it would be better for us not to have.   

 

(ii)  If the Lord ordains that you suffer for Him,  

(a)  You can be thankful that He counted you worthy  

(b)  To suffer for the One who suffered for you.   

 

(iii)  Knowing whatever the Lord brings into your life  

(a)  He is going to bring some good out of it,  

(b)  That He will work it together for your good (Rom. 8:28),  

(c)  Should give you plenty of reasons to worship.   

 

(iv)  It’s for these reasons the Lord tells us that it’s actually good that we’re 

afflicted.   

(a)  The psalmist writes, “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may 

learn Your statutes” (Ps. 119:71).   

(b)  “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word” (v. 

67).   

(c)  And Isaiah writes, “At night my soul longs for You, indeed, my spirit 

within me seeks You diligently; for when the earth experiences Your 

judgments the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness” (Isa. 26:9).   

(d)  When things go well,  

(1)  We tend to go toward the world and sin.   

(2)  But when the Lord brings difficult times  

(3)  We seek Him, we again make straight paths for our feet (Heb. 

12:12-13).   

 

(e)  We can sing praise to the Lord  

(1)  Even in the worst situations  

(2)  Because we know it’s always good  

(3)  When the Lord afflicts us.   

 

(f)  Don’t forget as well  

(1)  That He is your God,  

(2)  And this is always what you owe Him.   

 

(v)  Finally, the fact that singing praises is a means of grace,  

(a)  And that doing so will spiritually strengthen you,  
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(b)  You should praise Him in all your difficulties  

(c)  Knowing that He will give you the strength  

(d)  To make it through them all.   

 

4.  But again, this only applies to you who know Him  

a.  Through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.   

b.  If you don’t know Him,  

c.  You must first trust the Lord.   

d.  Jesus is the only One  

(i)  Who can take all the difficult things  

(ii)  You have to face in life  

(iii)  And turn them into blessings.   

 

e.  If you would have this blessing,  

(i)  You must turn from your sins  

(ii)  And trust in Him.   

(iii)  May He give you His grace that you might.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


