
“Inquirers’ Class” 

(Part 7:  Evangelism) 

 

 

 

VII.  Evangelism.   

A.  What is the responsibility of the church to evangelize?   

1.  We know that Christ has commissioned His church to evangelize the world.   

a.  This was Jesus’ marching order to His church before His ascension:  “And Jesus came up 

and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age’” (Matt 28:18-20).   

b.  He also indicated where to begin and where to end:  “You will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

c.  Since this work has not yet been completed, the order still stands.   

 

2.  Does everyone have the same responsibility in this commission?   

a.  There are those who are specifically gifted in this area and called to pursue this as their 

vocation:   

(i)  “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 

some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to 

the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-12).   

(ii)  “On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entering the house of Philip the 

evangelist, who was one of the seven, we stayed with him” (Acts 21:8).   

(iii)  “But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 

your ministry” 2 Tim. 4:5).   

 

b.  But not everyone has this gift and calling.   

 

B.  What is our responsibility as believers to evangelize?   
1.  We are all called to bear witness to the Gospel at one level or another.   

a.  If we expect Jesus to own us on that day, we must own Him publicly here, “Therefore 

everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 

heaven” (Matt. 10:32).   

b.  We need to be ready at all times to explain our hope to those who ask, “But even if you 

should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed.  And do not fear their 

intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 

being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope 

that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the 

thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put 

to shame” (1 Pet. 3:14-16).   

c.  This was what Christ required on certain occasions from those He healed, “As He was 

getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he 

might accompany Him.  And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go home to your 

people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had 

mercy on you’” (Mark 5:18-19).   



2 

 

d.  This was also the example of the early church, “But Saul began ravaging the church, 

entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.  

Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word” (Acts 8:3-4).   

 

2.  This assumes that we know Christ; otherwise we are the objects of evangelism rather than its 

subjects.  We can’t be witnesses to something we haven’t first experienced.   

a.  We don’t need to see Him with our physical eyes to bear witness to Him:  “And though you 

have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, 

you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of 

your faith the salvation of your souls” (1 Pet. 1:8-9).   

b.  But we must know Christ:  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20).   

 

C.  How are we to evangelize others?   
1.  We must first live a life consistent with the Gospel.   

a.  We must bear good fruit:  “You will know them by their fruits.  Grapes are not gathered 

from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?” (Matt. 7:16).   

b.  It must be evident that the Law is written on our hearts:  “You are our letter, written in our 

hearts, known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared 

for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 

but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor. 3:2-3).   

c.  We need to be filled with the Spirit:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 

law” (Gal. 5:22, 23).   

d.  The evidence of these things will be love:  “By this all men will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).   

 

2.  Second, we must communicate the Gospel.  What are the essential truths we need to 

communicate?   

a.  What our situation is apart from Christ.   

(i)  We were created by God in His image.   

(ii)  But we fell away from God in Adam.   

(iii)  We are now sentenced to everlasting punishment in hell for Adam’s sin, as well as our 

own.   

 

b.  Who the Savior is the Lord has provided.   

(i)  The Son of the Triune God.   

(ii)  He became a man, being born of the Virgin Mary, without sin.   

(iii)  He lived a perfect life and died on the cross to become our only means of acceptance 

with God.   

 

c.  What we must do to receive the Savior.   

(i)  We must confess and repent of our sins.   

(ii)  We must trust in the righteousness of Christ alone to save us.   

 

3.  Third, we must also pray and ask for the Lord to work in their hearts.   

4.  As to methods, if we love Christ and care about our neighbor, the Gospel should flow from our 

lives and mouths.   


